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‘Tis the Season 
Now through January 4 


We 3 ’ The reindeer are back! Meet our Arctic friends and learn 
=~ — ~~ how they adapt to extreme conditions in this one-of-a-kind 

7 interactive experience. Plus, enjoy indoor snow flurries, 
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Get tickets at calacademy.org 
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
HISTORY OF THE KINGDOM 
OF SAUDI ARABIA 


ASIAN ART MUSEUM 
FINAL WEEKS 
www.asianart.org #RoadsofArabia 


An enticing look at the ancient past of the Arabian 
Peninsula, Roads of Arabia features artworks—most of 
them recently excavated—that trace the impact of historic 
trade routes and pilgrimage roads. Colossal human 
statues, Greco-Roman bronzes and pages from early 
Qur'ans testify to a lively mercantile and cultural exchange 
among civilizations from antiquity through the early 
centuries of Islam. 


VY Asian 
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We have San Francisco’s largest 
selection of Kid’s Bikes! 


Cra 
2013 SE Bronco 20” BMX 


2015 Specialized Hotrock Coaster 12” beginner's 
2015 Trek Jet or Mystic 16” with training wheels 
2015 Specialized Hotrock Coaster 20” beginner’s 
2014 Raleigh Rowdy or Lily 20” mountain 

2014 Haro 100.1 20” BMX 

2015 Trek Min. Track 200 24” boy’s or girl’s 
2014 Diamondback Clarity 24” girl’s hybrid 

2014 SE Lil Ripper 16” BMX 

2014 Fuji Ace 650 kid’s road bike 

2013 Haro Duo dirt/street 20” BMX 

2014 SE PK Ripper Elite 20” BMX 


Many other models on sale! 
SALE ENDS 12-16-14 


WAS SALE! 


$230 $189 
$210 $199% 
$220 $199* 
$250  $229% 
$270 $249% 
$300 $269" 
$300 $279" 
$320 $289% 
$330 $299 
$440 $399 
$900 $399* 
$980 $479% 


SALE LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND 


20% holds it ‘til Christmas! 


SPECALUZED E& Fees lesierhs 


TREK. {2 Gates 


ELECTRA BICYCLE COMPANY ® 


VAITEINCIAICY.CEE: 


1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) ¢ SF 
SALES 415-550-6600 © REPAIRS 415-550-6601 


MON-SAT 10-6, SUN 11-5 


valenciacycleny‘com 
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City College may soon close. 
Evenif it doesn't, if may never 
be the same. 

By Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez 
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Westtfield’s latest tenant is your 
best bet for local brews. Not so 
much for lunch. 

ByAnna Roth 
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LETTERS 


KICK, PUSH INTO 
THE FUTURE 


They may both have four wheels, 
but they're not the same: Apples 
and oranges — skateboarding is a culture 
and a lifestyle that has grown into a 
worldwide phenomenon that is still 
thriving, growing everyday. These guys 
are just a few tech kooks riding electric 
boards [“The Domestication of the Skate- 
board,” Rachel Swan, feature, 12/3]. 

Lee 


Skateboarders are still here: The 
writer speaks as though aggressive 
skateboarding has died and left San 
Francisco. This article can’t be more 
wrong. Pros routinely come and shoot 
videos here. Skateboarders are not 
relegated to a couple spots in the city. 
There are lots of DIY skate spots the 
writer has never heard about, people 
skate the Sunset to bomb the hills, they 
skate the schools when people aren’t 
looking, there are hidden and tucked- 
away forgotten slabs of concrete, and 
let’s not forget parks and the natural 
contours of the City that make San 
Francisco an absolute playground for 
skateboards. The only reason Swan 
thinks this electric toy is the future of 
skateboarding is because she probably 


only hangs around SOMA, the CalTrain 
area, and other tech bro hangouts. 
Neverheardofit 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Pedestrians have to be constantly 
vigilent while walking in S.F.: I’m 
not a fan of either the drivers in San 
Francisco, or the skateboarders, but 
something’s got to give [“Skateboarder 
Clinging to Life After Colliding With 
Car,” Erin Sherbert, The Snitch, 12/5]. 
I’ve nearly been run over numerous 
times and I’ve been harassed on the 
sidewalk by skateboarders. S.F. has an 
entitlement problem and pedestrians 
are getting caught in the crossfire. 


Todd B. 


Murderers among us: It scares me to 
know that there are people walking 
around this city who have killed 
[“Video Shows Group of Men Beating 
Homeless Man to Death,” Erin 
Sherbert, The Snitch, 12/3]. And 
they’re okay with it. They’re walking 
around like it’s an everyday thing. 
Frances M. 


CONUS 


FREE SHUTTLE 
NEVADA COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS GATE 4 


TO DOWNTOWN GRASS VALLEY 
COURTESY OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION POST #130 
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“The writer speaks as though aggressive skateboarding 


This transparency is murky at 
best: The problem with transparency 
is, it’s usually a bit cloudier than people 
would like [“The Great Pomplamoose 
Backlash of 2014 Is Upon Us: One Re- 
buttal to the Rebuttals,” Emma Silvers, 
All Shook Down, 12/2]. ’'d love to hear 
the exact amount that Pomplamoose 
makes/has made on YouTube. Real 
numbers. How much did they make on 
their series of Hyundai ads which were 
a direct result of their YouTube fame? 
Also, I heard that Hyundai donated the 
use of some vehicles for the tour. Is 
that true? I prefer a clear window to 
stained glass. 

James Patrick Bacon 


LETTERS POLICY 


We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 


or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: ///-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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has died and left San Francisco. ' 


NEVERHEARDOFIT COMMENTING ON “THE DOMESTICATION OF THE SKATEBOARD" 


CALLING ALL JOURNALISM STUDENTS! 


We're looking for spring interns who have some news writing experience 
(school newspapers count!) and are eager to tackle any story challenge. The 
deadline for submitting is Dec. 31, and internships start mid-January; please 
note what sections you would like to write for. Please send your résumé, clips, 
and cover letter to Mollie. McWilliams@sfweekly.com. All interns will need to 
provide proof of school credit upon acceptance of an internship with SF Weekly. 
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49ers vs. Seahawks at Levi's Stadium 


HAND-CRAFTED GIFTS 
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Pick a Winner 


What does the city do with its tons of lemons? Just what you'd think. 


By Joe Eskenazi 
Did Nancy Wong foresee her 


San Francisco government career 
putting her into strange people’s 
basements and yards, sidestepping 
their Teslas, and hauling off tons of 
their fruit? 

“No,” she admits. “No, I did 
not.” 

And yet, this describes a con- 
siderable portion of her worktime 
as, essentially, the one-woman 
show behind the Department of 
Public Works’ “Urban Harvesting 
Program.” That’s a pretty highfa- 
lutin title for what amounts to 
Wong showing up at your home 
with a cardboard box and a few 
Inspector Gadget-like extender 
devices before plucking your trees. 
But, in the past four years, Wong 
has been fruitful: She has picked 
2,040 pounds of fruit on her own 
this year, and that much or more 
in prior seasons. In this city, she 
can attest, there are plenty of peo- 
ple with no desire to pluck their 
apples, pears, plums, avocados, or 
lemons. 

But it’s almost always lemons. 
“The only thing that grows really 
well here all year are lemons,” she 
says. 

The city does not want Wong 
to be maimed or killed while bag- 
ging lemons. As such, she is under 
strict orders to not climb the trees 
or ascend ladders. She has, on oc- 
casion, gathered fruit while stand- 
ing in a homeowner’s bedroom 
and leaning out the window. Her 
equipment consists of a long pole, 
another long pole to attach to the 
first long pole, and a basket-like 





Freinloleal 
Fins 





device that goes on the end and 
slices fruits off limbs. 

Considering Wong only hits 
up around 40 San Francisco 
households, the untapped 
fruit-generating potential of 
this city is legion. And Henry 
Randolph could use the fruit. 

As the shop floor manager of 
the San Francisco-Marin Food 
Bank for the past 18 years, 
Randolph has been the bene- 
ficiary of more than 4 tons of 
Wong’s handiwork. 

Produce is free for the ser- 
vice providers, ministries, and 
other groups who “shop” at 
the Food Bank. And, Randolph 
says, lemons move pretty fast.” 

Spot a San Franciscan in the 
supermarket toting a lemon 
and there’s a pretty good 
chance it’ll end up in the long 
neck of a Corona longneck. 
That’s not happening at the 
Food Bank: When the city gives 
you lemons, you tend to make 
lemonade. 

Fifty pounds of lemons — a 
big haul for Wong — could rep- 
resent 200 or more fruits. That 
could yield around 9.5 quarts 
of juice. When asked how much 
sugar would be required to 
produce palatable lemonade, 
Randolph shouted around the 
Food Bank and returned with 
the answer of 2.5 pounds. 

Procuring sugar isn’t Wong's 
forte. But, as more San Francis- 
co homes avail themselves of her 
services, perhaps another city 
department could look into this. 


Traffic Snarls 


SFO scolds taxis for an 
ill-timed “park-in.” 


Uber’s recent PR maelstrom 
should have marked a moment of op- 
portunity for San Francisco cab drivers, 
who've long viewed the multibillion dol- 
lar car-hire startup as a scourge. 

But if cabbies saw the moment, 
they immediately squandered it. 

On Nov. 17, the same day that 
Uber executive Emil Michael roiled 
the blogosphere by suggesting that 
his company hire opposition re- 
searchers to smear its critics, local 
taxis staged a massive, poorly timed 
“park-in” at San Francisco Interna- 
tional Airport. Meant to highlight 
regulatory gaps that purportedly give 
car-hire startups an unfair advantage, 
the protest instead created gridlock, 
exasperation, and, inevitably, a flurry 
of angry tweets. 

The following week, two demon- 
strators received scolding letters from 
the airport’s curbside management 
program, saying the drivers now face 
a year of probation for disruptive 
behavior. Both also had their pickup 
privileges suspended, according to 
airport spokesman Doug Yakel. 

“The thing angering us is that 
we have to follow all these rules... 
and there’s little enforcement on 
everybody else,” San Francisco Taxi 
Workers Alliance board member Bar- 
ry Korengold gripes. He insists that 
when SFO permitted Uber and the 
rest to pick up airport passengers in 
October, it essentially rewarded them 
for bad behavior. 

That complaint has become a 
veritable liturgy for taxi drivers, who 
met with airport officials on Friday to 
voice grievances — and flog their te- 
chie competitors — once again. “We'd 
much rather see this type of exchange 
rather than an action that ultimately 
alienates the taxi industry’s own cus- 
tomer base,” Yakel says. 

In the meantime, Uber is quietly 
recovering, even surging. It’s now val- 
ued at $40 billion. Rachel Swan 





Timber! 


The city has given up onits 
troublesome trees. Now 
they're your problem. 


In 2005, Mayor Gavin New- 


som launched an aggressive plan 








called “Trees for Tomorrow’ to plant 
25,000 in this city over the next five 
years. In that time, San Francisco 
carried out an equally aggressive 
plan to, systematically, eviscerate 
the money allocated to maintaining 
street trees and liquidating the 
workforce designated to do so. 


The solution to this obviously un- 
tenable situation was to seek higher 
office and flee San Francisco. That 
worked for Newsom at least. 

Facing a shortfall of green, the 
Department of Public Works in 2011 
began fobbing off its responsibility to 
care for the city’s greenspace. Some 
24,000 of San Francisco’s street trees 
have been slated for transfer to the 
care of homeowners (joining the 


65,000 trees homeowners were already 


liable for). This relinquishment includ- 


ed hundreds of the trees planted in the 


“Trees for Tomorrow’ effort. “The city 
basically reneged on its commitment,” 
sums up Supervisor Scott Wiener. 


In San Francisco today, a tree 
planted in front of a home doesn’t 
entirely belong to anyone. The 
homeowner is not allowed to remove 
it or even trim it in a manner the 
city deems improper, but is responsi- 
ble for spending hundreds of dollars 
a year to maintain it — and is legally 
on the hook if it wrecks the side- 
walk or sewer pipes or topples onto 
people and things. Many of these 
homeowners were assured the tree 
recently planted in front of their 
houses would be the responsibility 
of the city. 

“How’s that for a screwed-up 
system?” asks Dan Flanagan, the ex- 


ecutive director of the city nonprofit 
Friends of the Urban Forest. 

Urban trees, like urban structures, 
go through faddish waves that don’t 
always withstand the test of time. 
Ficus trees popular decades ago are 
now proving a dangerous decoration. 

The city’s 2,700 remaining ficus 
street trees have roots seemingly 
designed to disrupt pavement and 
long, intertwined branches ema- 
nating from single, crucial points. 

If maintained only to allow walking 
room for pedestrians below, they be- 
come top-heavy. If deprived of water, 
they tend to suck up liquid quickly 
and become unstable. 


The Department of Public Works 
recently eased the restrictions on re- 
moving the city’s most problematic f1- 
cus trees. But that only means home- 
owners must pay several hundred 
dollars for the city to remove a tree 
that should never have been planted 
in the first place. 

Wiener has been laboring, for 
years, to find some dedicated fund- 
ing to make up the $15-$25 million 
yearly tree-maintenance shortfall. A 
parcel tax, however, would require a 
two-thirds vote. Obtaining that re- 
mains a beautiful dream. 

“The system,” says Wiener, “is just 
so bad in so many ways.” JE 
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Nobody said you 
had to be a 


GOOD 
SANTA! 


COSTUMES 
ON HAIGHT 








WWW.COSTUMESONHAICHT.COM 
735 HAIGHT, SF - 415-621-1356 


RUTH DOE, D.V.M. 
EST. 1975 





We Want to Be 
Your Cat’s 
Veterinarian 


Full service hospital 
offering the following: 


e Internal Medicine 
e Dentistry 
e Surgery 
¢ Boarding 
¢ Grooming 


FREE EXAM 
FOR NEW CLIENTS! 


1540 CALIFORNIA ST. 
415-776-6122 


IY 6 ci hae YOY. WAY G0) 2917 
SAT 8:30AM-5PM 
NOBHILLCATCLINIC.COM 
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LETTERS 


ANOTHER BROKEN WINDOWS THEORY 





By Rachel Swan 


Standing grim-faced before a 
throng of reporters at San Francisco's Hall 
of Justice, police Chief Greg Suhr provides 
all the elements of a crime procedural. To 
his right sits an easel with photographs of 
an officer's gnarly flesh wound, incurred 
during a scuffle with Black Friday protest- 
ers three days earlier. To his left lies a ban- 
dolier of objects seized during the Black 
Friday arrests: bricks, black bandanas, a 
padlock, a knife, electronics pillaged from 
RadioShack. Lest anyone doubt that the 
annual anticonsumer boycott had de- 
volved into chaos, this display provides the 
incontrovertible proof. 

Suhr uses these scenic elements to 
hammer home an argument that he 
repeats throughout the press confer- 
ence. Protests in San Francisco are being 
hijacked by an unsavory element, he 
says, citing the interlopers who “em- 
bed themselves” in otherwise peaceful 
demonstrations, and jeopardize them 
for everyone else. 

That’s an old accusation that police 
have trotted out for decades, about 
labor movements in the 1930s (started 
by communists), anti-Vietnam demon- 
strations in the 1960s (launched by 
drug-addled hippies), and the Occupy 
Wall Street protests three years ago 
(Black Bloc anarchists). Yet Suhr’s 
contention that protesters filter in 
from outlying areas is borne out in the 
Black Friday arrest statistics. Of the 
79 people charged, roughly 30 percent 
were San Francisco residents. About 
the same proportion commuted from 


Ordered Mayhem 


Oakland. A few came from other parts 
of California (Fairfax, Seaside, South 
Whittier, Los Angeles, La Jolla), and six 
came from out of state. 

That’s raised concerns among locals 
who believe that demonstrators are 
using San Francisco as a staging area. 
Not for nothing has “Shake things 
up in Fremont tonight” become an 
oft-tweeted plea. 

Yet to some veteran protesters, 
downtown San Francisco is the only 
logical place for a Black Friday protest 
to be effective, particularly one that 
conflates the anti-capitalist cause with 
the outcry over a cop shooting in Fergu- 
son. The melee began when two groups 
converged at Union Square for an annu- 
al tree-lighting ceremony — a dazzling 
symbol of commercialism inside the 
city’s retail core. 

Mark Naison, a professor of history 
and African-American studies at Ford- 
ham University in New York, says it be- 
hooves demonstrators to stage actions in 
the heart of the city, where they’re more 
visible and cause more turbulence. (And 
Union Square, with its phalanx of de- 
partment stores and 300 private security 
cameras, is arguably the most smashable 
part of San Francisco.) Since young radi- 
cals can’t afford to live here, it also makes 
sense that they'd have to BART in, the 
same way their New York counterparts 
had to commute from Brooklyn or Bed- 
Stuy to protest in Times Square. 

“Here’s my theory,” Naison says. 
“Since the poor are in the suburbs, they 
can’t hurt anybody there. The more a 
protest comes back to the city and is 
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Protesters and police 
face one another at a 
gathering toprotest 
thedeath of Eric 
Garner on Dec. 5. 





Michael Barba 


violent and disrupts daily activities, the 
more effective it is.” 


Demonstrators at Union Square 
acted accordingly, using blunt force as a 
means to convey their rage. They broke 
windows at RadioShack, Macy’s, Bank of 
America, and McDonald’s, threw rocks at 
cop cars, and then tripped an officer when 
he tried to make an arrest. At one point, 
someone hurled a construction A-frame at 
a cop who had a protester in handcuffs. A 
bystander filmed the incident on a cell- 
phone and posted it as a Vine video loop 
on Twitter. It instantly went viral. 

These fleeting moments became the 
protest’s iconic images, the ones Suhr 
highlighted when he assessed the dam- 
age for journalists the following Monday, 
the ones that bolstered his “outside 
agitators” claim. Media postmortems 
focused on the wreckage, rather than 
the original message; even the powerful 
“Black Lives Matter” slogan got muddled. 

To Naison, though, that was the only 
way for the protest to reach an audience 
— even an audience of skeptics. 

Some demonstrators agree. Bree 
Jackson, a 22-year-old San Francisco 
nursing student who attended a Black 
Lives Matter rally in Oakland last 
Wednesday — the day a New York grand 
jury voted not to indict white police 
officer Daniel Pantaleo in the chokehold 
death of unarmed black man Eric Gar- 
ner — believes that nonviolent protest 
might be naive, given the emotional 
tenor of the cause. 

“Honestly, I don’t think [anything] 
can be achieved through peaceful 


demonstrations,’ Jackson says, dangling 
a banner at the intersection of 14th 
Street and Broadway, as a crowd of 
about 200 ambles down the block. Her 
eyes fall. “I wish it could be all the time 
peaceful,” she adds. 

Alex Schmaus, a 29-year-old teacher 
who also attended the rally, says he’s 
been involved in social movements for 
years, and in that time he’s watched 
the debate over tactical violence create 
fissures in radical communities. “The key 
thing is to get more people involved,” he 
says, ‘and when more people take action, 
you should expect to see more emotions 
and more passions released.” However, 
Schmaus cautions that “it’s a distortion 
of facts to say this is a violent movement. 

“If you want to talk about violence,” 
he adds, “look at the police.” 


Pundits and finger-waggers often 
characterize unlawful disorder as a knee- 
jerk reaction, the result of poor impulse 
control or overweening rage. It’s what hap- 
pens when revolutionaries take on a cause 
that’s fraught with racial overtones. Or 
worse, it’s what happens when suburban 
kids in Guy Fawkes masks turn a city’s 
downtown into their playground. 

But to some organizers and histori- 
ans like Naison, it’s actually a thought- 
out strategy, even a principle. It’s the 
sexy hook that turns a protest into an 
A1 headline in a major metropolitan 
newspaper, the thing that entices jour- 
nalists to live-tweet the play-by-play 
action of every Black Lives Matter rally, 
and keep social media users glued to 
their computers. 

Naison believes that such spectacles 
are the only way to rouse the power 
structure. “The South was opened up 
by peaceful, non-violent protest, but 
corporate America didn’t open its doors 
to blacks until there was 40 years of 
sustained rioting,” he says. “My entering 
class at Columbia University had six 
black students in 1962. Then the Harlem 
and Watts Riots happened, everyone 
got scared, and in 1967, we had 36 black 
students.” He adds: “President Johnson 
told businesses that if you don’t want 
your cars or your houses burned, you'd 
better start hiring some black people.” 

Perhaps the Eric Garner demonstra- 
tors were thinking along those lines last 
Wednesday, when they briefly marched 
from Oakland’s downtown corridor into 
upscale Rockridge. That got a rousing 
endorsement from a Twitter user named 
Sierra. “Taking it down Piedmont Ave. 
Letting the bourgeoise know we want 
justice!” she trumpeted, tweeting a 
picture of a handwritten sign with the 
slogan “Another killer cop goes free.” 

Piedmont Avenue fared well that 
night. The protests were relatively 
peaceful, and a police line blocked 
demonstrators from swarming into the 
surrounding residential neighborhoods. 
Three nights later, however, another 
group took to the streets in Berkeley, 
trashing cop cars and vandalizing a local 
Trader Joe’s as police used tear gas to 
subdue them. In the aftermath, neither 
side looked particularly sympathetic. 


Rachel.Swan@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci THE FIRST MAJOR INVESTMENT DEAL BETWEEN CAPITAL AND CANNABIS FAILS. 


Capital vs. 
Cannabis 


Bhang Chocolate is one of the 
fledgling marijuana industry’s most 
recognizable brands. The company’s tasty 
and potent cannabis-infused chocolates 
come in snazzy packaging that make 
them instantly recognizable to a seasoned 
edibles consumer and just as alluring toa 
first-timer without brand loyalty. 

Bhang is Oakland-bred, but licenses 
production out to other firms. This 
means Bhang products are sold in Col- 
orado, Washington, and other places 
where cannabis is legal. This makes 
Bhang one of the few national brands 
in the weed game and one of the only 
major marijuana businesses operating 
across state lines. 

As such, Bhang is exactly the kind of 
opportunity investors are salivating for 
right now, as marijuana in America con- 
tinues its transformation from an outlaw 
cottage industry to a multibillion-dollar, 
multistate big business. 

Bhang is also now part of a caution- 
ary tale. Following a lawsuit filed in 
federal court, Bhang and its onetime 
financier, Mentor Capital, are headed 
to arbitration after an investment deal 
between the two entities soured. 

Under the deal, publicly traded San 


Diego-based Mentor was to invest $39 
million in the company in exchange for 
a 60 percent ownership stake — which 
valued Bhang at an eye-popping $65 
million. 

The landmark deal was sealed in Feb- 
ruary and announced with considerable 
fanfare. It was, after all, capital’s first 


major foray into the marijuana industry. 


But by June, Bhang had pulled out, 
claiming that Mentor never ponied up 
$7.5 million in promised seed money, 
despite the capital firm making public 
claims that it was now part-owner of 
the company. 

Mentor countered with an August 
lawsuit, alleging Bhang failed to sell 
Mentor the requisite amount of shares 
and failed to adequately “publicize” the 
deal, according to court documents 
(despite press coverage of the deal in the 
East Bay Express and elsewhere). 

Mentor is also demanding that the 
$1.5 million allegedly paid up- 
front to Bhang executives Scott 
Van Rixel and William Waggon- 
er be returned (on top of attor- 
neys’ fees, of course). 

The two sides sparred in 
federal court in San Francisco 
until November when a judge 
approved Bhang’s request for 
binding arbitration. 

The deal may have been 
doomed from the start. There 


were warning signs: About six weeks 
before the Bhang deal, Mentor an- 
nounced a plan to sink $7 million into 
HempCon, Inc., the organization that 
hosts weed trade shows in San Jose 
and elsewhere. But just 11 days after 
making the announcement, Mentor 
issued a press release saying that the 
plan was terminated. From the out- 
side, it appears Mentor was looking 
for something to sink money into and 
something to publicize, quickly. 

In other words, it had the hallmarks 
of an aborted “pump-and-dump” 
scheme, when iffy stocks get a boost 
long enough for certain investors to 
make their mint. 

And as it turned out, the Bhang 
deal wasn’t all bad. Anyone paying close 
enough attention to short stocks at the 
right time made out like a bandit. 

Mentor’s stock skyrocketed after 
the deal was announced. Shares in the 
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firm soared from $2.74 in February to 
as high as $8.99 a share on March 11. 
That’s when the crash began. 

A month later, shares had plum- 
meted to $1.51. Mentor lost steadily 
throughout the year and was hovering 
at around $0.80 last week. 

Voicemails left for Chet Billingsley, 
Mentor Capital's CEO, were not 
returned. Van Rixel and Waggoner, who 
according to court documents reside in 
Miami and New Mexico, could not be 
reached by press deadline. 

Watching how quickly Mentor’s 
stock surged and then imploded, it 
looks as if Bhang was indeed the bait 
in a pump-and-dump hustle, as East 
Bay-based activist and cannabis busi- 
nessman Mickey Martin first noted on 
his blog. 

Prominent cannabis industry insiders 
and would-be investors contacted by 
SF Weekly declined to go on the record. 
However, privately, some point to the 
complicated terms of the deal — still 
posted online for all to see — and ask if it 

was designed to fail. 

But if the reaction 

at the recent Marijuana 
Business Conference in 
Las Vegas is any indica- 
tion, nobody cares. 

The Bhang-Mentor 
saga wasn't mentioned 
once at the conference, 
one attendee told me, 
not in the scheduled 
presentations or in ca- 
sual conversation. 


yb, 


Business is going on as usual. Inves- 
tors are wooing marijuana firms, and 
weed businesses are going around look- 
ing for funding in anticipation of more 
states going legal. 

But after this “deal,” whether Bhang 
or Mentor will be around to enjoy full 
legalization is open to question. 


MORE UBER OF MARIJUANA, 
MORE PROBLEMS 

Yet another service offering medical 
marijuana on order via Web or smart- 
phone launched in San Francisco. 

This one, Nestdrop, is similar to 
predecessors Eaze and Meadow, both of 
which launched to headlines heralding 
the “Uber of Marijuana.” But of the 
three, Nestdrop probably deserves the 
“Uber” title the most. 

For one, it has an app (the other 
services are still web-based only). 

More importantly. it’s been sued by 
regulators. 

Nestdrop started offering marijuana 
delivery in Los Angeles in October. On 
Dec. 2, the L.A. city attorney filed suit, 
alleging that the company violated local 
dispensary regulations and lacked the 
necessary permits. 

The company vowed to hold fast, 
claiming that it’s a technology company, 
not a cannabis business, and therefore 
needs no permits... just like the unli- 
censed deliveries that have been doing 
business in Uber’s hometown for years. 

Uber of marijuana, welcome home. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


Scream a Few Bars 


It's beginning to sound a lot like torture. 


“It’s Beginning to Look a Lot 
Like Christmas’ isn’t the most apt holi- 
day tune for San Francisco. Good luck 
finding, in this city, a “Five and Ten,” let 
alone one “glistening once again.” Any- 
one handing a youngster “a pair of Ho- 
palong boots and a pistol that shoots” 
can expect a knock on the door from 
Child Protective Services. It hasn't sig- 
nificantly snowed here since the Bicen- 
tennial, so unless one is making a pained 
allusion to demographic trends and gen- 
trification, you'll never see a White 
Christmas here. 

But we know it’s beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas because retail 
outlets begin playing “It’s Beginning 
to Look a Lot Like Christmas.” Rather, 
it’s beginning to sound a lot like Christ- 
mas. In fact, that’s how San Francisco 
has sounded since Halloween. 

As a retail consultant and a long- 
time conductor of a chorale, Bob “The 
Retail Doctor” Phibbs is in a unique 
position to opine on whether in-store 
Christmas music is the most annoying 
of in-store musics. His opinion: It 
sorta is, but not for the reasons 
you'd think. Christmas music, 
per Phibbs, isn’t inherently more 
annoying than other sorts of mu- 
sic (though “Carol of the Bells” 
can sound alarmingly like the 
theme to Psycho — and should 
be played in neither a bathroom 
nor a Bed, Bath & Beyond). 

Rather, the field of accept- 
able Christmas music standbys 
is surprisingly limited; play 
something that doesn’t sound 
like “Christmas music” and you 
might as well be playing “real 
music.” And what good would 
that do? 

Just as Walt Disney put vis- 
itors to Main Street USA into 
a desired frame of mind with 
scented oils masquerading as 
fresh-baked cookies, shoppers 
besieged with Christmas mu- 
sic are put in the mindset of 
someone who needs to buy 
things: “Shit! Christmas al- 
ready? Gotta buy things!” 

For that, esoteric Christ- 
mas music often won't do. 
(Sorry, medievalists. Sorry, 
Vince Guaraldi). Luckily, 
every year a new crop of 
more or less classic songs 
comes along to drive us 
crazy before never being 
heard again. As such, the 
Madonna version of “Santa 
Baby” playing a bit too loud 
at the mall is, essentially, 
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the same as Taylor Swift’s version or 
Kylie Minogue's version or Eartha 
Kitt’s original. 

Shoppers who deign to leave be- 
hind the comforts of the couch and 
the laptop are greeted with elaborate, 
Broadwayesque light shows and sets 
and, of course, music. It’s unclear, 
however, if anyone actually wants this. 
But that’s what’s expected, so that’s 
what we're going to get. 

Shoppers, however, are in a luxuri- 
ous position: If “Santa Baby” gets on 
your nerves, you can leave. 


Your humble narrator hasn’t had 
too many jobs in the service industry. 
But one, at Berkeley’s Greek Theatre, 
did impart the life-altering lesson that, 
when attending a concert venue, do not, 
ever, order the nachos. At another, a 
troupe of carpenters at a San Leandro 
strip mall saw fit to play John Prine’s 
“Big Fat Love” for hours on end. 

That was, essentially, the hazing of 
low-level employees (us) by slightly- 
less-low-level employees (them); they 
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stuck around to watch our big, fat 
squirming. It wasn’t a top-down policy 
enacted by a massive multinational 
corporation with little concern for the 
plight of a worker who hears the same 
Christmas song 30 times per shift. But 
that’s what’s happening in countless 
San Francisco stores. 

Wandering through the mall on 
a recent Wednesday, an irate man’s 
voice bellowing “ALVIITIIN!” rises 
above the landscape of other irate 
bellowing voices. (“The Chipmunk 
Song” is hard to beat, in terms of 
raw frustration.) The trio of castrato 
rodents responsible for that frustra- 
tion belt out the diabolical number 
as they have for 56 years. And then, 
not much later, they do it again. And 
again. A serene young server gazes off 
into space with a horrifying plastic 
smile. How many times had she heard 
this song today? “I don’t even want 
to think about it,” she replies, her ex- 
pression unchanged. 

Your humble narrator takes refuge 
from ALVIIIIN in a nearby stationery 
shop. They are, mercifully, playing 
“Take on Me” by a-ha. 
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“Some people are okay with it,” 
says a security guard regarding the inces- 
sant Christmas music blaring over the 
speakers. He pauses. “And some ain't.” 

In order to maintain his sanity 
while hearing the same Christmas 
songs, again and again, since October, 
the guard says he sings along with the 
ones he knows, thinks of songs he’d 
rather hear, or makes up his own lyrics 
to the cacophony in the background. 
But, every so often, he can’t escape 
the fact that he’s listening to The Chip- 
munks for the 24th time that day: “Be- 
lieve me,” he says, “I always hear it.” 

Playing unpleasant music for people 
against their will is more than just a 
mark of callousness with regard to your 
employees’ well-being. It’s a tried-and- 
true method of softening the brains 
of interrogation subjects and has been 
part of the CIA’s manual since 1963, 
just a few years after “The Chipmunk 
Song” topped the charts. 

It’s hard not to laugh at some of 
the songs that have been blasted into 
the ears of detainees in an attempt to 
get them to spill: “The Barney Theme 

Song,’ “Saturday Night Fever,” 

“We are the Champions,” and 

even the Meow Mix jingle. We 

laugh and laugh and laugh. 
It’s the funniest torture ever. 
In 2006, a former Navy man 
turned private Iraq contractor 
named Donald Vance blew the 
whistle on weapons trafficking 
by his new employer. No good 
deed goes unpunished, however, 
and he ended up incarcerated by 
his own government for 97 days 
at Baghdad’s airport. There was 
music: “Goddamn blaring music 
seems like 24 hours a day,’ he 
later told New York University 
musicology professor Suzanne G. 
Cusick. “T can’t remember how 
many times I heard ‘We are the 
Champions.” 

Vance’s reaction to the audi- 
tory barrage wasn't so different 
from a mall worker’s: He sang 
along with the songs he knew, but 
that “began destroying me.” In- 
stead, not unlike the guard making 
up new lyrics, Vance kept his mind 
working, double-time, to blot out 
the music. But, let it drop for a mo- 
ment and “boom, it hits you.” 

But Vance is now back state- 
side. Back home. And when he gets 
restless, he can go out. Maybe to 
the mall. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


Giving tilit hurts. 


WHAT AN 

ADORABLE STASH 

San Franicsco police recently 
busted some suspected package 
thieves who used a baby stroller 
as their decoy. According to po- 
lice reports, someone called the 
cops on Saturday afternoon to 
say that packages were being pil- 
fered from porches in the Balboa 
Park neighborhood; police 
combed the area looking for the 
crooks, but found nobody. But 
they knew that criminals often 
use a staircase between Mission 
Street and Alemany Boulevard 
as an escape route. So they 
headed there — and that’s where 
they found a man and a woman 
and their “baby.” But inside the 
baby carriage was a cache of sto- 
len packages lifted from porches 
in the neighborhood. Oh, and 
“five boxes of ammunition, two 
key rings with shaved keys used 
for stealing vehicles, a toy hand- 
gun, a GPS navigation device, 
and miscellaneous clothing.” The 
second suspect was busted with 
a backpack containing 40 grams 
of meth, and some gift cards. So 
yeah, we guess you now have to 
be leery of stroller-pushing par- 
ents. What you think is a pile of 
cuteness might just be a pile of 
stolen goods. 


THE WARM GLOW 

OF GIVING 

That brand new iProduct you or- 
dered might not make it to its fi- 
nal destination after a heap of 
mail burned when a big rig car- 
rying parcels caught fire in San 
Francisco on Sunday. CBS News 
reports that a “substantial 
amount” of mail was damaged, if 
not totally ruined, after the 
truck, bound for Los Angeles, 
caught fire as it was traveling 
along Interstate 238. Crews 
worked for hours trying to re- 
move all the mail and salvage 
burned packages, but USPS 
spokesman James Wigdel says 
it’s hard to say how many holi- 
day cards are now holiday ash. 
Authorities still don’t know how 
the fire started, but vowed to 
follow up with the public once 
the agency had a better idea of 
whose parcels got scorched. Wig- 
del said USPS customers with 
questions about their mail 
should call (800) ASK-USPS. 
Happy Holidays. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/ 
thesnitch. 
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MISSION IMPROBABLE 


City College may soon close. Even if it doesn't, it may never be the same. 
BY JOE FITZGERALD RODRIGUEZ 


FOOTBALL PLAYERS CLAD IN BLACK tackle. It’s the last Saturday in Novem- public schools. They all depend on City But, as it grapples with how it LAST JUNE, THE 79-YEAR-OLD COMMU- 
hurl themselves into football players ber, and the City College of San Francis- College of San Francisco to give them offers classes and who gets to take nity college’s accreditors made moves to 
wearing white. “You call that hittin’ co’s Rams, in black, and American River a shot at not just a football champion- them, City College asawholeis trying revoke its degree accreditation, a move 
somebody?” the black-clad quarterback College, in white, square off for the ship, but middle-class life. to figure out just who its family is, that could soon force the school to 
shouts as he picks himself up after a Northern California football champion- “It’s not about who your family is. and who the school is close. City Attorney Dennis Herrera 
ship. The Rams’ only loss this season was You step out onto that field and it’s really for. quickly swooped in, filing suit against 
from American River College,inSeptem- about you, and the team, and that mo- the Accrediting Commission of Com- 








ber. Today they vow redemption. But the ment,” Rush says. = munity and Junior Colleges. The AC- 
Rams have more on the line than just , CJC’s evaluation of the school >>p14 
one game, or one championship. | 
Coach George Rush puts it 

this way: His team represents 

a cross section of society, 

prep school graduates of Saint 

Ignatius College Preparatory 

to low-income students 

from the city’s 
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was unfair, he said, as the commission 
had a political ax to grind against City 
College. 

The commission wrote letters and 
drummed up support for the Student 
Success Initiative, a statewide effort 
to focus resources on community 
college students intending to transfer 
to four-year universities. City College 
in turn defended its lifelong students, 
its immigrants, its jobless adults, and 
others who don’t fit so neatly into the 
college narrative, but who still need 
an education. 

In his suit, Herrera alleges that 
City College is the guinea pig in the 
commission’s local push for reform. 
(San Francisco Superior Court’s Judge 
Curtis Karnow heard closing argu- 
ments on Dec. 9. There is no formal 
date on when he'll announce his de- 
cision.) 

There is hope it will not close. But a 
trial win by Herrera would only mean 
the commission gets to accredit City 
College again; issues of funding and 
student access will remain. 

Advocates say the college is at a 
crossroads, not only in the trial, but 
in deciding just who it’s supposed to 
serve. Coach Rush’s players are among 
myriad San Franciscans who find new 
purpose at City College, becoming 
nurses, aeronautical engineers, fire- 
fighters, citizens, biotechnicians, and 
child care practitioners. Every year 
that City College produces these grad- 
uates, it bolsters the city’s economy 
to the tune of $300 million, according 
to the city’s Budget & Legislative An- 
alyst. They’re the workers who make 
the Bay Area go. 

Even if City College wins a re- 
prieve, the commission may reshape 
the college into something unrecog- 
nizable. California has long enshrined 
into law who is entitled to a commu- 
nity college education in the state: 
everyone. Open access itself is now on 
trial, as the college and the commis- 
sion fight over how to best use dwin- 
dling state funds. 

And, as the trial winds down, some 
City College students may be left be- 
hind to give others a leg up. 


AT THAT TRIAL, CITY COLLEGE'S SUR- 
vival came down to the value of one of 
two numbers: 92 or 56. 

It’s Thursday, Oct. 30, the fourth 
of five days of testimony to decide the 
school’s fate. Deputy City Attorney 
Ronald Flynn cross-examined Steve 
Kinsella, one of the ACCJC commis- 
sioners who voted for closure. In San 
Francisco's Superior Court, more than 
200 eyes from the City College com- 
munity faced their executioner. 

“In my view it all ends up on the 
financial statement,” Kinsella said on 
the witness stand. He said one num- 
ber was unsustainable: 92, the per- 
centage of City College’s budget going 
to employee salaries and benefits. 

The growing debt incurred by benefits 
and salaries the college owed was a 
problem, Kinsella said. And instead 


14 | DECEMBER 10-16, 2014 | 


of correcting the alleged deficiency, 
“They were not acting.” 

City College was mired in debt. 
But, Flynn retorted, the problem did 
not start with the school: California 
was late in paying money it owed to 
many government entities, forcing 
City College to borrow money from 
the city of San Francisco to pay its 
debts on time. 

He also reminded Kinsella of the 
Bay Area’s skyrocketing cost of living. 

But by depending on a bailout from 
San Francisco, the college is “a liability 
to others,” Kinsella replied. Bad book- 
keeping, in the end, was key to his 
vote to shutter the school. Throughout 
the trial, many of his fellow commis- 
sioners echoed this reasoning. 


Flynn in turn argued that the com- 
mission’s standards do not specify 
what percentage of a college’s budget 
should go to salaries and benefits, and 
that the commission, in calculating 
this alleged bad budget, didn’t factor 
in millions of dollars in new funding 
because it came after key accredi- 
tation review dates. That omission 
allegedly gave an inaccurate picture of 
the school’s financial situation. 

Days before Kinsella testified, Cali- 
fornia Community College Chancellor 
Brice Harris sat in the wood-paneled 
witness stand. He was concerned with 
a different number: 56, the percent- 
age of students City College awards 
degrees to, or transfers to four-year 
colleges annually. 

This is 8 percent higher than the 
average for the state’s 112 community 
colleges. On the witness stand, com- 
mission President Barbara Beno said 


graduation rates do not carry weight 
in accreditation decisions. 

92 versus 56. Bad budgets versus 
high graduation rates. The two figures 
draw an ideological line in the sand. 


DAVID BERGERON SAYS THE PROBLEM 
stems from what’s deemed important: 
National accreditors focus only on how 
things are done ina college, and not on 
how successfully they produce educated 
graduates. 

Bergeron’s job is to take the bird’s- 
eye view. He formerly served in the 
U.S. Department of Education and is 
now a fellow with the national think 
tank Center for American Progress. 

The day is Dec. 5. Just moments 
before Bergeron picked up the phone 


L's 


ita 


to speak to SF Weekly, he and hun- 
dreds of education leaders attended a 
White House summit on higher edu- 
cation. He sat 20 feet from President 
Obama, who addressed the crowd. 

“We’re going to have to make sure 
that more students can make it all 
the way across the graduation stage, 
not with debt that might limit their 
choices, but with the skills that will 
prepare them for the workforce,” the 
president said. “That is going to be 
critical.” 

But that progress has a barrier, 
Bergeron says, leading to “high ten- 
sion” among education leaders. 

That barrier is exemplified in the 
disconnect between what accreditors 
measure and what makes a school 
valuable. City College’s finances, cur- 
riculum standards, and the number of 
administrators were all out of whack, 
the commission said. But accreditors 
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do not generally look at what students 
get out of college, what experts call 
student outcomes: their graduation 
rates, job placement, loan debts, and 
the speed at which graduates repay 
that debt. 

The danger of this disconnect 
shows up with for-profit colleges. 
Most (but not all) for-profits are 
known nationally to have sub-par job 
placement rates, and to saddle their 
students with debt. But accreditors 
rate them highly, mostly, because 
for-profits pay the bills on time, and 
keep the lights on. 

Much of City College’s main cam- 
pus, by contrast, is aging and decrep- 
it. It’s finances are all over the place. 
But its students succeed. 





AP Photo 


Edmund “Pat” Brown, right, 
signed the Donahoe Act in 1960, 
which reshaped higher education 
in California. 


To Bergeron, the accreditors 
behave like a perverse FDA: rating 
food based on how efficiently it is 
packaged, but not on how healthy it 
is to eat. Incorporating graduation 
rates into accreditation would be 
a start, he says, but so would job- 
placement rates. 

This can be difficult to measure 
in community colleges, Bergeron 
says, because they are “open access.” 
If a person takes one Photoshop 
class, and with those skills earns a 
promotion in his advertising firm, 
how could a college possibly know 
that? The way the numbers are 
counted now, that student, by not 
taking classes next semester, would 


be considered a dropout. City College 
would never know he was given a 
promotion at work. 

Accreditors don’t focus on results, 
Bergeron says, “because they’re hard to 
measure. Many of City College’s best 
efforts fall into this category: good for 
students, but hard to quantify. 


IVY GAO HOLDS HER SWOLLEN BELLY 
with one hand and her energetic son 
Sampson with the other. He’s 3 years 
old and grabs at anything set down in 
front of him while smiling maniacally. 
The rambunctious brother and his yet- 
to-be-born sister have something in 
common, already: They both need 
health care. 

And that’s not cheap to come by. 

“My husband is the only bread- 
winner, Gao, 39, says in Cantonese. 
A staffer at the Chinese Progressive 
Association translates for us, as the 
sounds of students singing Cantonese 
karaoke in the next room drift in. 
“His father,” she says as she pats Samp- 
son’s head, “works at a restaurant.” 

Despite his efforts, the family’s 
health care premiums are high, and 
they need another income. So Gao 
enrolled in City College’s Hospitality 
Vocational Training Program. There 
the students, mostly new immigrants, 
spend seven months studying work- 
place English, practice mock inter- 
views, and learn how to apply for jobs. 
They visit San Francisco hotels and 
learn about workers’ rights. 

The career is a gateway to afford- 
able health care. 

“We live in an SRO [in Chinatown],” 
she says, referring to a Single Room 
Occupancy hotel. “Working in a hotel 
is a dream job for a lot of people.” 

City College’s glimmering new 
high-rise, the Chinatown campus, is 
a short walk from her home. College 
data shows more than 15,000 Asian 
students are enrolled in its noncredit 
division, composed of mostly English- 
as-Second-Language, citizenship-test 
training, and vocational courses. 

These classes help new immigrants 
learn English and have a chance at 
working-class life in San Francisco. 
Education helps newcomers help 
themselves, and rely less on govern- 
ment aid to live, as well. 

But City College is now becoming 
a less open place for the Ivys of San 
Francisco. 


“THE ACCREDITATION ATTACK HAS 
changed [City College’s] policies,” Emily 
Lee, a lead organizer at the CPA says. 
“And it impacts low-income students 
the most.” 

While poor students are affected 
the most by the changes in City 
College’s policies, all students are 
impacted. 

After the ACCJC found the college’s 
finances in “disarray,” City College 
shuttered instructional sites citywide 
(mini campuses which directly serve 
tight-knit San Francisco communi- 
ties), and may soon close campuses 
serving the Bayview, Fort Mason, the 
Tenderloin, and downtown. 
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City College also began more 
strictly collecting its overdue fees. 
Students with an unpaid bill can no 
longer register for new classes. Lee 
says this practice disenfranchises 
the poor. 

The college also cut classes this 
semester in the name of savings, 
writes Frederick Teti, Academic Sen- 
ate president at City College, in an 
email to SF Weekly. Cutting course 
offerings drives away students (and 
the funding they provide) in the long 
term, he says. The college had more 
than 100,000 students enrolled in 
the late 2000s, a number that has 
since shrunk to 75,000. 

“Administration was quite merci- 
less,” Teti writes: Students fresh out 
of high school are seeing the classes 
they need cut even as classes older 
adults tend to take are also cut. 

And most telling, the college’s 
Mission Statement, a document that 
determines its spending priorities, 
was changed at the behest of the 
commission’s sanctions to omit life- 
long learners (read: old people). 

The Mission Statement is also 
akin to a Bill of Rights for a commu- 
nity college, a document that speaks 
to its values. 

Some City College supporters 
don’t see the changes as minimizing 
the school’s mission. “[People] as- 
sume this narrative is about some- 
thing more romantic than it really 
is,” says Steve Ngo, a long-time City 
College trustee. “[Class cuts] are not 
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about substantial change,” he says, 
“but asking us to maximize our tal- 
ent to serve our students.” 

He’s partly right: On paper, 
the commission didn’t ask for 
City College to cut anyone out. 

It simply said the college spends 

too much money on too many 
myriad programs. But those myriad 
programs produce successes that are 
difficult to measure. 

City College long ago recognized 
this, and became one of the few col- 
leges statewide to focus its mission 
on intangibles — intangibles it has 
long believed help San Francisco. 


MADELINE MUELLER WAS NOT ALLOWED 
to wear pants when she started teach- 
ing music at City College. Skirts and 
heels were the rule of the day. The year 
was 1965. 

The one similarity to the modern 
era the classically trained pianist 
points to is the ethnicity of her 
students. From the beginning, 
they were “international,” she says, 
“mostly Asian. It was like calling roll 
at the United Nations!” 

Her students back then mostly 
intended to transfer to a four- 
year school, a newfangled idea 
started five years earlier, in 1960. 
State legislators and academic 
administrators organized the state’s 
chaotic collection of colleges into 
a system to meet the needs of the 
surging population of college-age 
Baby Boomers. With the stroke of 


WE ARE 





a pen, Gov. Edmund “Pat” Brown 
(father to Jerry) signed the Donahoe 
Act, enshrining a new education 
blueprint into state law: The 
California Master Plan for Higher 
Education. 

Colleges were divided into three 


categories, each with its own mission. 


Students in the top 12.5 percent 
of state K-12 schools would go into 
the University of California system; 
the next 33.3 percent would attend 
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City College of San Francisco's 
Chinatown campus offers courses 
in citizenship, English as a Second 
Language, and various vocations. 


the California State Universities, and 
everyone else would go to the com- 
munity colleges. The Master Plan es- 
tablished community colleges as the 
state’s safety net, differentiated by a 
characteristic lacking in the CSU and 
UC systems: open access. 


Young or old, bad grades or good, 
Californians were guaranteed a seat 
in a community college classroom. 

“Everyone now had the chance 
to go to college,” says Marty Hittel- 
man, math professor and past presi- 
dent of the California Federation of 
Teachers. Before becoming its loud- 
est political champion, he benefitted 
from the safety net as a student. 

“T started out at UC Berkeley and 
flunked after two years,” he says. 
But L.A. City College took him in. 
He graduated and later earned his 
Ph.D. and master’s degrees. This 
pathway of failure and redemption 
was baked into the Master Plan. 

A decade would pass before older 
adults like Gao could easily attend 
City College. 

Before 1970, City College was 
formally an arm of the public K-14 
San Francisco Unified School Dis- 
trict. Adult education vocational 
courses were the district’s domain, 
and transfer classes to UCs and 
CSUs were the responsibility of City 
College. 

But, according to the school’s 
self-published digital book, Short 
History of City College, City College’s 


mission would soon expand. 


IT WAS THE LATE 19605, AND A DEBATE 
raged inside the college to go indepen- 
dent and offer expanded adult classes, 
the book says, “as a result of signifi- 
cant demographic shifts — ‘Senior 
Citizens, individuals wanting »>)p16 
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Tuition-Free 
Public Charter High School 
Located in Bayview! 


¢ Safe, gated location at the Gloria R. 
Davis building 


¢ Onsite teachers with online courses 


¢ Transportation available to/from 
Glen Park BART Station 


san francisco | flex academy 
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WEDNESDAY 

Edwin Outwater conductor 

Seth MacFarlane vocalist 

Measha Brueggergosman 
soprano 

San Francisco Symphony 


“Plays it cool even when swinging hard” 


—THE NEW YORK TIMES 
8-10PM 


See Seth MacFarlane like you've never seen him before, 
: singing jazz and Broadway hits with the Symphony. 

: SanFrancisco 

An Official Magazine Partner 


SAN FRANCISCO 


SYMPHONY 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS - MUSIC DIRECTOR 


Concert at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. 
Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts Walk Up Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin 


* 
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San Francisco Chronicle 
SFGate om 


HOLIDAY MEDIA PARTNERS XTInIty. 
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quick skill upgrades, and ethnic 
groups... desperately in need of English 
as a Second Language classes.” 

So on July 1, 1970, the San Fran- 
cisco Community College District was 
formed. This organization expanded 
on the number of adult classes of- 
fered by the SFUSD by expanding the 
size of the college. Classes required 
in order to transfer to UC and CSU 
are now mainly under the college’s 
“credit” umbrella; trades and En- 
glish-as-Second-Language classes are 
offered as “noncredit” classes. 

This makes City College unique 
among the state’s 112 community 
colleges, which focuses on students 
fresh out of high school, and, per 
the Master Plan, sends them off to 
the UC and CSU schools. But though 
these schools have a smattering of 
vocational courses, only City College 
(and San Diego City College) has this 
extreme emphasis on a dual mis- 
sion: Half of the school is devoted to 
transfers, the other half to vocational 
classes, English-as-Second-Language, 
and adult education. 

So though 40,000 or so of City 
College’s credit students are part of 
this plan in the commission’s eyes, 
the other 30,000-plus noncredit stu- 
dents are anomalies in the system. 
The commission sees those noncredit 
courses (and even credit courses 
scheduled to help older adults) as an 
unnecessary appendage. 


CARL IRONS WAS ONE OF MANY IN LOVE 
with San Francisco at a time when the 
city had love to spare: 1968. The sexual 
revolution drew him in. 

But, as Irons put it, he started 
drifting further and further from 
the traditional way he was raised. “It 
wasn't until the shooting happened 
that I realized how far I'd gotten away 
from what I believed in.” 

In 1984, Irons and another man 
were renting rooms from a San 
Francisco couple, when the couple 
accused Irons’ roommate of stealing. 
Court documents tell the grisly tale: 
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Irons confronted his roommate, and 
in the aftermath shot him 12 times, 
stabbed him twice, and dropped him 
into the bay. 

The body washed ashore the next 
day. 

Ten days later, officers moved to 
arrest Irons’ landlords. Irons turned 
himself in. He was found guilty of 
second-degree murder, and spent 
more than two decades in prison. 

Time and solitude do many things 
to a person. 

It’s telling that in his 2002 pro- 
bation hearing, the prosecuting at- 
torney who put him away in the first 
place, Stephen M. Wagstaffe, said 
that if Irons were to be released in his 
neighborhood, “my view to you would 
be that I’m going to have a good 
neighbor.” 

Irons was released in 2009, and 
one of his first stops was City College. 

City College’s Second Chance pro- 
gram, for the formerly incarcerated, 
provided him an opportunity. Unique 
in the country when it began in 1981, 
Second Chance’s counselors helped 
Irons register for classes and navigate 
the strange new world outside of 
prison. 

“Ray Fong, this academic counsel- 
or, I jokingly refer to him as my dad,” 
Irons says. “He would always make 
time to say hello and shake hands. 

“People in prison are often treated 
as less than human. To have someone 
recognize your humanity,” he says, 
pausing, “it means something.” 

Irons earned his associate’s degree 
in paralegal studies from City College 
in 2013, at the age of 64. His degree 
could help him get a job, but he de- 
cided to further his education at San 
Francisco State University, which he 
transferred to. 

But here is where Bergeron’s cri- 
tique of accreditors rears its head: 
Irons’ graduation did not count in the 
ultimate tabulation of City College’s 


Judge Curtis Karnow listens to 
witness testimony. Karnow will 
soon render judgment in a trial 
that may save City College. 
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accreditation. Neither did the touch 
of humanity Irons reclaimed. 

And the Second Chance program 
itself? If City College were to shutter, 
it would have to find other schools 
for two-year students to finish their 
degrees, but has no special carve-out 
to continue the Second Chance pro- 
gram elsewhere. In fact, the college’s 
closure report makes no mention of 
many specialized social safety-net 
programs — ones that give jobs to 
immigrant students, or offer classes 
(and care) to veterans, foster youth, 
or the homeless. 

The accreditors’ standards, critics 
say, are just that: standard. The yard- 
sticks they use measure some value of 
California’s 112 community colleges, 
but City College long ago diverged 
from its sister schools. 

This makes City College’s potential 
closure particularly more fraught 
than the closure of another commu- 
nity college system. The city would 
essentially lose two schools in one 
swoop: a university-transfer school, 
and a vocational one with a social 
mission. 

Other community colleges in the 
area may absorb some of the credit 
students should City College close, 
though studies by the state show 
the schools do not have nearly the 
capacity to handle all of the students. 
And those surrounding colleges, 
Laney, Skyline, or Marin, are far- 
flung journeys for those who take 
public transportation. 
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Ivy Gao, for instance, could not at- 
tend college elsewhere: She is not yet 
a citizen, and has no driver’s license. 
To keep in close proximity to her chil- 
dren, the area around Chinatown is 
her geographical boundary, for now. 

The only other community college 
that shuttered in recent California 
history serves as a cautionary tale. 
When Compton College closed in 
2005, the state found thousands of 


students dropped out of the higher 
education system entirely. Gone, 
vanished. When and if they ever went 
to school again, no one can say. 

And as for City College’s noncredit 
students, their only local refuge lay 
in private for-profit colleges. Entire 
screeds and lawsuits have been 
devoted to the questionable value of 
some of these schools’ degrees, but 
Hittelman puts it succinctly: “Well, 
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Carl Irons, 64, was a student in 
City College's Second Chance 
program for the formerly 
incarcerated, and graduated with 
an associate's degree in paralegal 
studies. 


if students want huge loans with no 
reward, sure. That’s what you see with 
these for-profits. Students end up 
with nothing.” 


SS We hear what you’re saying. 
ff We offer more options to fit your budget. 
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IN THE COMMISSION'S CLOSING ARGU- 
ments to Judge Karnow, its attorneys 
pushed back on the argument that City 
College is unlike other colleges statewide. 

“Over the past year,” they wrote 
in closing trial briefs, “the San Fran- 
cisco City Attorney has argued City 
College is not just like other commu- 
nity colleges, and City College should 
not have to abide by the [same] rules 
they do.” 

The City Attorneys, in turn, fo- 
cused on the misdeeds of the commis- 
sion — alleged conflicts of interest 
between the president, Barbara Beno, 
and her husband, in evaluating City 
College — and rebutted claims that 
the school was out of compliance with 
financial standards. 

In these arguments, the commis- 
sion wrote, ‘the City Attorney has 
utterly failed to prove its case.” 

The City Attorney's Office, not un- 
expectedly, disagrees. 

“All the people seek in this relief 
is a fair shake for City College,” the 
City Attorney’s Office wrote in its 
closing trial brief. “In the absence of 
that relief, City College could wind up 
shuttered — hundreds of thousands 
of current and prospective students 
could be denied their only realistic 
higher education opportunity.” 

The decision rests now with Judge 
Karnow. In the meantime, the stu- 
dents of City College, and the people 
of San Francisco, wait. 


Joe@SFWeekly.com 
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_ Larger Than Life 
The Search for Weng 
Weng, Thursday 


Thu 12/11| Cinema 


DESPERATELY 
SEEKING WENG WENG 


Cinema buffs swoon over Japan, Hong 
Kong, and South Korea, but the films of 
the Philippines are largely neglected by 
the Western world. FACINE/721, the 21st 
annual Filipino International Cine Festi- 
val, is striking a blow against that injustice 
with three days of features and shorts at 
the Roxie Theater. The festival opens with 
The Search For Weng Weng, a docu- 
mentary about 2-foot-9 action hero Er- 
nesto de la Cruz, with filmmaker Andrew 
Leavold in attendance. Weng Weng is an 
affectionate ode to the Philippines’ wild 
B-movies and de la Cruz’s wilder life as a 
1980s movie star. FACINE/21 also in- 
cludes a gala screening Friday of The Story 
of Mabuti, a drama about a poor woman 
who is thrown into a moral quandary af- 
ter stumbling upon millions of pesos. 

The Search for Weng Weng screens 
at 7 p.m. at the Roxie Theater, 3117 
16th St., S.F $10; facinesf.com. Giselle 
Velazquez 


Fri12/12 | Dance 


BALLET IN A NUTSHELL 


Tis the season for the most performed 
ballet in the world danced by America’s 
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most venerable ballet company — the 
San Francisco Ballet’s Nutcracker. Let 
the Christmas tree rise, let the snow- 
flakes tumble, let the marzipan and 
sugar plums spring to life! The San Fran- 
cisco Ballet has performed Nutcracker 
longer than anyone else in the nation, 
premiering a version by William Chris- 
tensen on Christmas Eve 1944. Artistic 
Director Helgi Tomasson’s production, 
now in its 10th season, puts E.T.A. Hoff- 
mann’s story about a girl who rescues a 
boy from the curse of a rodent queen 
into a painted lady house on the trol- 
ley-lined streets of San Francisco. The 
performance highlights spectacle and il- 
lusion, culminating in young Clara’s 
transformation into a gleaming princess 
to dance the grand pas de deux with the 
Nutcracker Prince. 

Nutcracker opens at 7 p.m. and runs 
through Dec. 29 at the War Memorial 
Opera House, 301 Van Ness Ave, S.F. 
$29-$415; sfballet.org. Irene Hsiao 


Literature 


BANNED BOOKS LET 
THEIR HAIR DOWN 


While “radical” works well as shorthand 
for “far out, dude,” it’s really best said 
with reverence. “Celebrating banned 
books gives us the occasion to recognize 





books as the radical and subversive 
things that they are,” says Michelle Tea, 
whose RADAR Productions is doing a 
yearlong celebration of books considered 
too real, too honest, too other for the 
children (aka our future). For RADAR 
Presents the Banned Book Club, 
six hot writers are reading six of their fa- 
vorite banned books, including Carol 
Queen reading Judy Blume, Xandra 
Ibarra (aka La Chica Boom) reading The 
Ill-Fated Peregrinations of Fray Servando, 
and more. Writers are challenging the 
status quo and sharing words by the peo- 
ple who gave them permission to do so; if 
that’s not sexy enough, know that this is 
the Sex Edition, and peep the venue. 
RADAR Presents Banned Book 
Club: Sex Edition starts at 8 p.m. at 
the Center for Sex and Culture, 1349 
Mission St., S.F $10; 902-2071 or 
radarproductions.org. Evan Karp 


Sat 12/13 | Comedy 


PICTURE IT NOW 


Brandie Posey is a standup comic, and 
Sam Varela is a comedy show producer. 
Together they produce Picture This!, 
a flashy comedy show in which the 
comedians’ bits are sketched, animated, 
and projected for the audience by 
professional animators, drawers, and 
cartoonists. The show’s been a hit in Los 
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Kick Over 
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Angeles, and it’s returning to San 
Francisco this week to the new Doc’s 
Lab. If you haven't checked out Doc’s 
Lab since it took over the former Purple 
Onion space in North Beach, this show 
would be a fun one to catch. It promises 
Bay Area comedians Joey Devine, Kate 
Willett, and more, performing comedy 
while being animated by folks from 
Sega, Disney, and Samsung. What could 
be better than multimedia comedy? 
Picture This! starts at 8 p.m. at Doc’s 
Lab, 124 Columbus Ave., S.F $12; 649- 
6191 or docslabsf.com. Emilie Mutert 


Sun 12/14 | Literature 


THUNDERSTRUCK 


The Quiet Lightning reading series is 
marking its fifth anniversary by launch- 
ing a biannual literary magazine, Vitriol 
— and by throwing a huge party. The ad- 
mission fee for Chemical Wedding, 
co-presented by Name Drop Swamp Re- 
cords and The Emerald Tablet, includes 
the first issue of Vitriol. It also includes 
music by Shenandoah Davis and Sean 
Nelson as well as readings by SF Weekly 
bar columnist Benjamin Wachs, Melissa 
Stein, Maw Shein Win, and Jason R. 
Jimenez. 

Chemical Wedding starts at 6:30 p.m. 
at Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus Ave., S.F. 
$15; quietlightning.org. GV 
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Wed 12/17 | Film 


THE MOST NOIR 
TIME OF THE YEAR 


Believing writers should be read and 
not viewed, John Steinbeck rarely 
made appearances. However, he made 
an exception for an unusual 20th 
Century Fox film anthology based on 
stories by another American author 
he admired. O. Henry’s Full House 
(1952) paired five popular studio 
directors, including The Big Sleep’s 
Howard Hawks and True Grit’s Henry 
Hathaway, with five short scripts 
dealing with crime, poverty, illness, 
and, in a very ironic way, the spirit of 
holiday giving. Combine Full House 
with The Curse of the Cat People 
(1944), a peculiar winter’s tale about a 
lonely young girl whose overactive 
imagination steers her toward 
tragedy, and you've got a perfect Noir 
City Xmas. Host Eddie Muller is 
revealing 2015’s Noir City lineup, 
including the two movies most 
recently preserved for posterity by the 
Film Noir Foundation, and 
introducing a short documentary 
featuring the festival. 

Noir City Xmas begins at 7 p.m. 
at the Castro Theatre, 429 Castro St., 
S.F. $10; 621-6350 or noircity.com. 
Silke Tudor 
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aaa a LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Jet Martinez & Chor Boogie: Balance: 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 3. 111 
Minna, S.F., 974-1719, 1!iminnagallery.com. 

1AM Gallery. Bask & Tes One: Side By Side: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. 1000 Howard, S.F., 861-5089, 
lamsf.com. 


Thu 12/11 | Dance 


THE WAR WITHIN 


385 26th Street Studio. Kyle Milligan: Crudité: 
Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. kylemilligan. 
com. 385 26th St., Oakland. 

a.Muse Gallery. Victoria Wagner & Alex Garcia: Form & 
Content: Through Jan. 10, 2015. 614 Alabama, S.F., 
279-6281, yourmusegallery.com. 

Adobe Books. Anonymously Altered Again: Through 
Jan. 2, 2015. 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936, adobe- 
books.com. 

Alter Space. Matthew Gottschalk: This Is Where Home 
Is: New work in sculpture and video. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 1158 Howard, S.F., 
735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. Suhas Bhujbal: Journey: 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Dec. 19. 545 
Fourth St., S.F., 495-2090, asgallery.com. 

Art Attack SF. Matthew Robertson: Rooms: Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 5. 2272A 
Hyde, S.F., 814-3136, artattacksf.com. 

Art Explosion Studios. Art Explosion Holiday Art Show 
2014: Fri., Dec. 12, 7-11 p.m. Free. 2425 17th St., S.F., 
323-3020, artexplosionstudios.com. 

ASC Projects. A Simple Collective Holiday Art Sale 
& Party: Fri., Dec. 12, 8-10 p.m. free. 3150 18th St. 
#104, S.F., 786-1351, ascprojects.org. 

Bash Contemporary. Tales of the Uncanny: Group show 





Pak Han 


In this time of family and festivities, we cannot forget that some Americans are 
far away, engaged in unspeakable activities that may or may not enhance the 
safety of those at home. Deborah Slater Dance Theater is using its 25th anniver- 
sary to investigate the contradictions of military life and the relationship between 
art and war. Private Life is partly based on interviews with longtime Bay Area 
dancer Private Freeman, who enlisted before he began to dance. The piece uses 
text by Deborah Crooks, original music by Bruno Louchouarn, choreography by 
Deborah Slater, and eight actors to interweave several stories about American sol- 
diers and their families. “Military life offers a lens for considering questions,” 
Slater says — especially about survival and what it means to win or lose. 

Deborah Slater Dance Theater’s Private Life opens at 8 p.m. and runs 
through Sunday at ODC Theater, 3153 17th St., S.F. $15-$30; 863-9834 or 


deborahslater.org. Irene Hsiao 
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featuring the work of Marc Burckhardt, Sandra Yagi, 
Hanna Faith Yata, and Mila Sketch. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Dec. 31. 210 Golden Gate, 
S.F., 926-8573, bashcontemporary.com. 

Berkeley City College. Student Art Show: Fall 2014: 
Inthe Jerry Adams Gallery. Mondays-Fridays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 23. 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 
510-981-2800, berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

Book & Job Gallery. McNair Evans: Confessions for 
a Son: Through Dec. 12. 838 Geary, S.F., 857-4330, 
book-job.com. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Keira Kotler: | Look for Light: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
Rex Yuasa: Nascent: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 20. 248 Utah, S.F., 788-1050, 
briangrossfineart.com. 

Campfire Gallery. Cindy Steiler & Amber Jean Young: 
Vestiges: Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Contin- 
ues through Jan. 11. 3344 24th St., S.F., 800-7319, 
campfiregallery.com. 

The Cannery. Kaixin Yu: Beauty Lost Identity: Through 
Dec. 28. Fongze Huo: Transformative Connections: 
Through Dec. 28. Isabel Gonzales: The Medium Is the 
Message: Through Dec. 28. Nathan Nash: Neglected 
Spaces: Through Dec. 28. 2801 Leavenworth, S.F., 
771-3112, thecannery.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Wanxin Zhang: Totem: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 3. 
LigoranoReese: IAMI: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 3. 248 Utah, S.F., 399-1439, 
cclarkgallery.com. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. 
Markus Schinwald: The Austrian artist presents a 
site-responsive solo show including altered historical 
portraits, sculpture made from furniture, and more. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 13. 360 
Kansas, S.F., 355-9670, wattis.org. 

Chandler Fine Art. Susumu Takashima: New Drawings: 
Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 30. 170 
Minna, S.F., 546-1113, chandlersf.com. 

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. Summer Mei 
Ling Lee: Into the Nearness of Distance: Exquisite 
Corpse-style interactive video installation made 
in collaboration with Karen Leslie Ficke and Adam 
Hathaway. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 20. Free. 750 Kearny, S.F., 986-1822, 
C-C-C.org. 

City Limits. Making Space: Flat Files Program Launch: 
Group show featuring Sarah Hotchkiss, Mary Anne 
Kluth, David Lasley, Jodie Mack, Sam Mell, and John 
Zane Zappas. Wed., Dec. 10, 7-11 p.m.; Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 10. 300 Jefferson, Oakland, 
citylimitsgallery.com. 

The Compound Gallery. Kevin Bradley: Robots & Store- 
try: Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 
14. 1167 65th St., Oakland, thecompoundgallery.com. 

Corden|Potts Gallery. David Pace: Market Day: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 31. 
49 Geary, S.F., 680-5997, cordenpottsgallery.com. 

David Brower Center. Art/Act: Maya Lin: Exhibition 
featuring recent sculptures by the environmentally 
minded Bay Area artist. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Sherie’ Franssen: The Gor- 
geous Nothings: New abstract paintings. Starting 
Dec. 11. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 31. 210 Post, S.F., 956-3560, dolbychadwick- 
gallery.com. 

Dolores Park Cafe. Walt Hall: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 
501 Dolores, S.F., 621-2936, doloresparkcafe.com. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Jilian Adi Monribot: Facets 
- The Mystery of Self: Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 15. 2120 Union, S.F., 932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Paul Wackers: New Works: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
1295 Alabama, S.F., 867-7770, eleanorharwood.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Quiet Lightning: SPARKLE & 
bLINK: Exhibition of cover art from Quiet Lightning's 
SPARKLE & bLINK lit journal, including artwork by 
Todd T. Brown, Adam Carlin, Fuzz Grant, Tanya Hollis, 
Laura Ceron Melo, Luis Pinto, Wesley Powell, Maga 
Rincon, Sidney Stretz, Nigel Sussman, and Cate 
White. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 80 Fresno, S.F., 
500-2323, emtab.org. 

Et al.. Lauren Marsden: 5 Types in 3 Parts: Five fictional 
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werkbeauty.com 
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888.402.8333 


Find employment rates, financial obligations and 
other disclosures at www.brooks.edu/discosures. 
Srooks Institute cannot guarantee employment or 
salary. 0751063 07.14 








archetypes — The Seasonal Bachelor, The Frisky 
Entrepreneur, The Sociopathic Gentleman, The 
Affectionate Drug Dealer, and The Son of a Dead 
Rock Star — are made flesh via collaborations with 
actors, a typographer, and an SFPD composite 
artist. Starting Dec. 12. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 16. 620 Kearny, S.F., 269- 
4873, etaletc.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Joey Enos & Tamra Seal: New 
California Sculpture: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 19. 441 O'Farrell, S.F., 796-3676, 
evergoldgallery.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Sam Flores: A Light in the Darkness: 
New paintings. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
S.F., 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. The Plot Thickens: 35th Anniversary 
Exhibition: 100-photograph group show. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 Geary, 
S.F., 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Reed Anderson: House of Yes: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 17. 501 


Third St., S.F., 626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Robert Stone: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 20. Jerome Caja: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
14 Geary, S.F., 433-2710, gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Helen Rebekah Garber: Num- 
bers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
20. Eva Schlegel: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, gallery- 
wendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. 2-Year Anniversary Group Show: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. 1040 Larkin, S.F., 590-2303, 
gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Michael Voss: Selected 
Paintings: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. 315 Potrero, S.F., 703-4400, 
georgelawsongallery.com. 

Glass Key Photo. San Francisco Found II: Photographs 
printed from vintage Kodachrome slides originally 
shot in San Francisco from 1945-'65. Through Jan. 
6, 2015. 442 Haight, S.F., 829-9946, glasskeyphoto. 


com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Don Voisine & Cary Smith: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
49 Geary, S.F., 296-9661, gregorylindgallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. Binh Danh: This, Then, Is San Francisco: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 
Free. Kota Ezawa: The Aesthetics of Silence: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 49 
Geary, S.F., 397-8114, hainesgallery.com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. Fred Lyon: Photog- 
raphy: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 10. 
50 Scott, S.F., 554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Andrew Schoultz: Blown to Bits: 
Starting Dec. 13. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 24. 260 Utah, S.F., 495-5454, hos- 
feltgallery.com. 

Incline Gallery. Mail Art Project: Project Room exhibit 
hosted by Cultivative. Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 12. Anniversary Salon Show: 
Featuring over 25 artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 31. 766 Valencia, S.F., 


inclinegallerysf.com. 

Jack Fischer Gallery. Lora Fosberg: Everything & Noth- 
ing: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 
13. 49 Geary, S.F., 956-1178, jackfischergallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Annie Kevans: Women and 
the History of Art: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 23. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, jenkin- 
sjohnsongallery.com. 

Luggage Store Projects. t.w.five: Automaton X: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 31. 
457 Haight, S.F., 255-5971, luggagestoregallery.org. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. The Affordable Art Series: 
Group show featuring 10x10" works by 23 urban 
contemporary artists. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 27. 3318 22nd St., S.F., 647- 
5888, lunarienne.com. 

mOxy. mOxy Gallery Opening, Holiday Bazaar, and Toy 
Drive: Fri., Dec. 12, 5-10 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 13, 11a.m.-4 
p.m. facebook.com/events/7557 76314506537. 976 
23rd Ave., Oakland, 510-866-2308, mOxy.com. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Ohlone Elders and Youth 


Speak: Restoring a California Legacy: Through Jan. 
4, 2015. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4277, sfpl.org. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Todd Lanam: Back 
to Isla Vista: Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues through 
Dec. 20. 1 Sutter Ste. 300, S.F., 369-9404, wolfe- 
contemporary.com. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. The Most Famous Artist: You 
Can Do This Too: Two-day solo exhibition featuring 
more than 900 flower paintings. Dec. 12-13. 49 Geary 
Ste. 200, S.F., mgart.com. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Philippe Jestin: Pour Lines: 
Through Jan. 13, 2015. 342 Grant, S.F., 394-0500, 
hoteltriton.com. 

Modern Eden. Second Annual “Wanderlust” Inter- 
national Exhibition: Group show of postcard-sized 
works featuring imaginary travel images by more 
than 50 artists. Starting Dec. 13. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Jan. 3. Catherine Moore: 
Girlhood Dreams & Darker Things: Starting Dec. 
13. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 3. 
801 Greenwich, S.F., 956-3303, moderneden.com. 
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THE SEARCHES 





IT’S A NEW DAY FOR MEXICAN CINEMA, WHICH IS EXPLODING WITH ENERGY AND TALENT. 
THIS FOUR-PART SERIES SHOWCASES CONTEMPORARY FILMS FROM YOUNG, UP-AND-COMING 
DIRECTORS FOR A BRIEF BUT FASCINATING LOOK AT MEXICO AND MEXICAN CINEMA TODAY. 
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WHAT'S 


ON AT 
THE 
CUM 


Plan your visit 
at thecjm.org 


PNaareltom Nte\aatclar 
Salvador Dali, 
painter, New York, 
1951. Gelatin silver 
print © 1951, 

16% x14 % in. 
PNaareltom Nte\iVaatelays 
Getty Images. 


Va atelkom\(=\"i"dnat- lak 
Masterclass 


Over 200 photographs of 
artists, celebrities, and 
Tavitelcvaldr=|@milelUlactsmeymuals 
twentieth century. 


ON VIEW THROUGH 
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Hardly Strictly 
Warren Hellman 


Experience thirteen years 
of the Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass Festival—one of 
NiVeclaacialm(cildnatslabomlarsje)iasve! 
gifts to San Francisco. 


ON VIEW NOW 
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Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Gottfried Helnwein: Of Mice & Children: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 685 
Market, S.F., 541-0461, modernisminc.com. 

The NWBLK. Shift: Group show curated by the Heather 
Marx Art Advisory and featuring work by Michael 
Arcega, Mary Margaret Durell, Matt Gil, Amanda 
Hughen, Kimberly Rowe, Andrew Schoultz, Bill 
Swanson, and Arngunnur Yr. Through Dec. 15. hmxaa. 
com. 1999 Bryant, S.F., 621-2344, thenwblk.com. 

Paolo Mejia. Elegies: Works in Abstraction: Group 
show featuring Anthony Anchundo, Jerry Frost, 
Alan Miguel Hall, Paolo Mejia, Ann Simms, and Matt 
Taylor. Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4. 4343 
Third St., S.F., paolomejia.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale 
metal sculptors of Burning Man fame present their 
latest work — a twisting neural form featuring 
interactive LED light patterns — on outdoor display. 
Through July 1, 2015. Embarcadero at Mission, 
S.F., N/A. 

RayKo Photo Center. City College of San Francisco's 
Portfolio Class Exhibition: CCSF student photography 
showcase (in the side gallery). Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 3. Vanessa Marsh & Jes- 
sica Skloven: New works by RayKo's seasonal 
Artists-in-Residence (in the main gallery). Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 3. 428 Third 
St., S.F., 495-3773, raykophoto.com. 

The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. The 
Workers’ Show: Group exhibit spotlighting Building 
REsources employee creations. Through Jan. 2, 2015. 
701 Amador, S.F., 285-7814, reclaimedroom.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Debra Bloomfield: Wilderness: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Twenty Favorite Photographs: 
Group show featuring works by Roy Blakey, Imogen 
Cunningham, Walker Evans, Aaron Siskind, Ralph 
Steiner, and more. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, 
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WALT'S 
TRAINS 








RJ Muna 


roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Pamela Jorden: Monte Vista to 
Central: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 13. 1240 22nd St., S.F., 550-7483, romeryoung- 
gallery.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. Javier Téllez: Games Are 
Forbidden in the Labyrinth: Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 13. 800 Chestnut, S.F., 
771-7020, sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Main Library. Light Walk: Bob Miller 
and the Exploratorium: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 100 
Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Annual Holiday Group Show: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 27. 
251 Post, S.F., 291-8000, sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Group f.64: Founders & Follow- 
ers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Vladimir Kanevsky: Im- 
provement Upon Perfection: Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 3. 55 Geary, S.F., 421-7770, 






CL 


From Marceline to the Magic Kingdom, Walt 
Disney's fascination with trains influenced his 
personal life and work. Explore Walt’s railroading 
legacy with more than 200 artifacts, archival video, 
Vital t-le{=¥m ©) ale)Kolele-] o)a\yur-lalemn\(e)a diate mmantole(=mmag-l[abs 
that will take you on a journey through Walt’s 
personal collection, Disney films, and theme park 


elaugcled(o)atmicelaam-|coleracemaar-mivcelacen 


AllAboard:A Celebration of Walt’ Trains is produced by The Walt Disney Family Museum. 


Walt Disney, 1951; Collection of LOOK Magazine, photo by Earl Theisen; Courtesy of the Library of Congress; © 
Disney | The Walt Disney Family Museum? Disney Enterprises, Inc. | © 2014 The Walt Disney Family Museum |The 


Walt Disney Family Museum is not affiliated with Disney Enterprises, Inc. 
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Fri12/12 | Dance 


PROOF OF CONCEPTS 


latest in contemporary choreography? 
Irene Hsiao 


sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Kerry Mansfield: Aftermath: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. Michael 
Shindler with Help Each Other Out: Seeing Through 
- Stories About Cancer & Connection: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 1011 Mar- 
ket St. 2nd Floor, S.F., 487-1011, sfcamerawork.org. 

SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building. Shenny Cruces: 
Keys: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 5. 
1600 Holloway, S.F., 338-6535, sfsu.edu. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Place/Displaced: Group 
show in response to San Francisco's seemingly 
neverending housing crisis and the related ongoing 
scourge of evictions. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 13. Finding Your Wings: One-night- 
only benefit exhibit featuring work by 70 artists, 
including Linda Cosgrove, Dave Eggers, Holly Mufoz, 
J. Otto Seibold, Zio Ziegler, and many more, with all 
proceeds supporting the Imagine Bus Project's art 
programs for incarcerated youth. Thu., Dec. 11, 7-10 
p.m. Free/donation. imaginebusproject.org. In the 
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With temperatures dropping and water blessedly falling from the sky, winter 
may finally be here. The Concept Series: 16 arrives just in time for dark days 
with a “cozy showcase of contemporary dance” at Joe Goode Annex. Curated by 
RAWdance, the program features some of the Bay Area’s most sought-after cho- 
reographers, including ODC’s KT Nelson, tinypistol’s Maurya Kerr, and RAW- 
dance’s Wendy Rein and Ryan T. Smith. Highlights include RAWdance’s 
adaptation of its 2012 eight-hour installation of duets, Two by 24: Love on Loop, 
and Vanessa Thiessen and Dudley Flores dancing in Nelson’s Reframe. It’s pay 
what you can, and who doesn’t like snuggling up with coffee, popcorn, and the 


RAWdance presents The Concept Series: 16 at 8 p.m. through Saturday at 
Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama St., S.F. Pay what you can; rawdance.org. 


Red: Flaming Lotus Girls fundraiser & gallery party 
with DJs Metatek, Syd Gris, Vinkalmann, Billy Seal, 
Dulce Vita, Speakeasy Ray, Redstickman, and Shane. 
Fri., Dec. 12, 6 p.m. $20 recommended donation. 
flaminglotus.com. 934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, 
somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. More Than One Way: Southern 
Exposure’s 2014 Juried Exhibition: Featuring 46 
artists from Northern California. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Dec. 13. 3030 20th St., 
S.F., 863-2141, soex.org. 

Spare Change Artist Space. Private! Come in!: 
Privacy-themed art by COLL.EO, K.G. Greenstein, 
Harris David Harris, L.A. Art Collective, and Gordon 
Winiemko. Mondays, Fridays. Continues through Jan. 
2. 465 California St., San Francisco. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Chuck Sperry: Muses: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Dec. 20. 816 Sutter, S.F., 
spoke-art.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Chris Finley: The Cure for the 
Uncanny Valley: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
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through Dec. 20. Olivia Mole: LOOSE-Y, Part |: THIS 
SHIT IS GOLD: Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Dec. 20. 2747 19th St., S.F., 263-3677, 
stevenwolffinearts.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Ken Fandell: A Desert That 
Faces an Ocean: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 17. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, 
traywick.com. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. Dobles Vidas: Folk Art 
from the Mexican Museum: Exhibit featuring over 
60 artworks — including yarn paintings, wooden 
animals, papier-maché alebrijes, masks, and more 
— from nine of Mexico's states. Through Dec. 12. 
mexicanmuseum.org. 2130 Fulton, S.F., 422-2044, 
usfca.edu/library/thacher. 

Vorres Gallery. Vorres Gallery Holiday Exhibition: 
Featuring painting, sculpture, and textiles by Rea 
de Guzman, Alan Firestone, and Catherine Woskow. 
Starting Dec. 11. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 24. 3681 Sacramento, S.F., 423-4345, 
vorresgallery.com. 


BURLESQUE 


Australia's Thunder from Down Under: This scantily 
clad, all-male revue provides a scholarly exam- 
ination of the male G-string and its contribution 
to global culture — all while raising the ambient 
temperature to NASTY degrees Fahrenheit. Through 
Dec. 10, 8 p.m., $25, thunderfromdownunder.com. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Burlesque in YOUR Neck of the Woods: The Richmond 
gets Red Hot(s) with Dottie Lux and company. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10-$20, redhotsburlesque.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Hubba Hubba Revue: Toys!: Coal-free holiday party 
for bad girls ‘n’ boys featuring Major Suttle-Tease, 
JonBenet Butterbuns, Bramani Quinn, Sugar Cane 
Jane, Jet Noir, Ginger Snatch, Fishnet Follies, Kara La 
Fleur, The Speakeasy Syndicate, and many more. Fri., 
Dec. 12, 9:30 p.m., $15-$30, hubbarevue.com. DNA 
Lounge, 375 Tith St., S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 
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Little Minsky’s Burlesque & Variety Show: This 
monthly Vaudeville revival brings a jazzier vibe to 
the hippie Haight. Second Thursday of every month, 
9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/groups/137641760092. 
Club Deluxe, 1511 Haight, S.F., 552-6949. 

Mischief: Monthly burlesque and variety show featuring 
Hunny Bunny and Her Hot Toddies. Second Friday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free, hunnybunnyburlesque. 
com. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., S.F., 621-9294, 
skylarkbar.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: Oakland's loss is San Francisco's 
gain as the closure of the Uptown Nightclub means 
Hubba Hubba Revue’s weekly burlesque show moves 
to SOMA on Monday nights. Mondays, 9 p.m., $7-$12, 
hubbarevue.com. DNA Lounge, 375 ith St., S.F., 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these weekly 
shimmy showcases since 2008. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$5-S10, redhotsburlesque.com. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
S.F., 282-3325, elriosf.com. 


COMEDY 


Am I Rite?: Mon., Dec. 15, 9 p.m., free. The Rite Spot 
Cafe, 2099 Folsom, S.F., 552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

Astrologically Incorrect Birthday Comedy: Liz Grant 
and friends take your Zodiacal expectations and 
shove ‘em where the Sun signs don’t shine. Tue., 
Dec. 16, 8 p.m., $15, lizgrant.com. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions and 
create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., $20; 
$15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Blush! Comedy in the Castro: With Chey Bell, Shanti 
Charan, Duat Mai, Anthony Medina, and Stefani 
Silverman. Wed., Dec. 10, 8 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/BlushComedy. Blush! Wine Bar, 476 Castro, 


S.F., 558-0893, blushwinebar.com. 

Bobby Slayton: Dec. 11-13, $18.50-$25. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato Green, 
Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved offices 
once again, now bringing their alternative comedy to 
Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen and Eloisa Bravo offer 
comedians (and audiences) a chance to unburden 
their minds at this regular night of stand-up. Satur- 
days, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Chris D'Elia: Thu., Dec. 11, 8 p.m., $32-$44 advance. 
The Masonic, 1111 California, S.F., 877-598-8497, 
sfmasonic.com. 

Chris Hardwick: Dec. 11-13, $25-$30. Cobb's Comedy 
Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, cobbscomedy. 
com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
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guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & Laun- 
dromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Daniel Kinno: With Gary Anderson and Nicole Calasich. 
Fri., Dec. 12, 8 p.m., $15-$18. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, 
S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the North 
Beach space formerly occupied by landmark night- 
club The Purple Onion — and this weekly open mic 
means that you, too, can share the same stage where 
Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, du- 
elingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish House, 
243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Friday Cynic Cave: A special bonus night of cynicism 
with Ethan Albers, E.J. Allen, Thomas Bridgman, 
Samantha Gilweit, Matt Gubser, and Abhay Nadkarni. 
Fri., Dec. 12, 8:30 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: A 
wacky talent showcase with host Meredith Godfrey. 
Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., free. The 
Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., S.F., 751-0200. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 
p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Ho Ho Holiday Comedy & Variety Show: Featuring 
Carrie Avritt, Cassandra Gorgeous, Anthony Guzman, 
Brad Loekle, Pete Munoz, Demar Randy, Emily Epstein 
White, and Santa's Helpers. Sun., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., 
$10 (free with wrapped toy donation), facebook. 
com/HellaGayComedyShow. Pa’ina, 1865 Post, S.F., 
829-2642, painasf.com. 

Jokes & Spaghetti: Featuring Stephen Furey, Jesse 
Hett, Jessica Sele, and Richard Toomer. Sun., Dec. 14, 
8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Live at Deluxe: Monthly ha-has on Haight. Third Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/Liveat- 
Deluxe. Club Deluxe, 1511 Haight, S.F., 552-6949. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Milkin’ It!: Local and national comics hosted by Jules 
Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, mission- 
positionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Mortified: 9-Year Anniversary: The Bay Area's outpost 
of teenage shame celebrates its birthday in the 
only way it knows how: by being forced to share its 
most embarrassing moments of the year in front of 
a laughing crowd. Fri., Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m., $15-$21, 
getmortified.com. DNA Lounge, 375 1ith St., S.F., 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and alive audience. 
Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/Pamtas- 
ticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
S.F., mutinyradio.fm. 

Picture This!: The San Francisco edition of Brandie 
Posey and Sam Varela’s flashy stand-up show — in 
which the comedy bits are sketched live and pro- 
jected for the audience by professional animators and 


cartoonists — features comedians Joey Devine, David 
Gborie, Daniel Kinno, Matt Lieb, and Kate Willett, plus 
artists Anita Drieseberg, Mike Hollingsworth, Sean 
Keeton, Kati Prescott, and Ben Walker. Sat., Dec. 13, 
8 p.m., $10-$12, picturethisshow.com. Doc's Lab, 124 
Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

Robert Duchaine: Wed., Dec. 10, 8 p.m., $16. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 
provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Sexy Comedy: With Bert D. Sat., Dec. 13, 7 p.m. 50 
Mason Social House, 50 Mason, S.F., 433-5050, 
50masonsocialhouse.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local laugh- 
makers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
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KINSEY SICKS 
ROMP THROUGH 
THE MANGER 


We don’t understand how Weird Al 
earned six platinum records and 
three Grammys, but we can appreci- 
ate a good parody, especially during 
the holidays when the schmaltz re- 
quires a musical machete. Enter the 
Kinsey Sicks — Winnie, Rachel, 
Trixie, and Trampolina — four gals 
with big hair and bigger lungs. Over 
the past 20 years, they’ve gone from 
being the darlings of Castro District 
street corners to the darlings of The 
New York Times. They've been nomi- 
nated for off-Broadway awards, en- 
joyed extended runs in Las Vegas, 
and earned a standing ovation on 
America’s Got Talent. But they want 
to spend the holidays at home. This 
production of Oy Vey in a Man- 
ger — featuring Kinsey classics like 
“Soylent Night” and “Harried Little 
Christmas” — marks the miracle of 
two Winnies, as we say farewell to 
founding member Irwin Keller, 
whose part-time gig as a rabbi will 
be taking center stage (the remark- 
able Keller is also a trained lawyer 
and linguist who authored Chicago's 
gay rights ordinance). If you feel 
some Jewish-gentile tensions arise, 
don’t worry; it will be settled in gor- 
geous four-part harmony. 

Oy Vey in a Manger begins at 
8 p.m. at the Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro St., S.E $25-$55; 392-4400 
or castrotheatre.com. Silke Tudor 
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A uniquely San Francisco Nutcracker. 





Tickets going fast! 
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Sun 12/14 | Poetry 


ACROSS THE OMNIVERSE 


Did you know the city of Richmond is a major hub for avant-garde poetry? Om- 
nidawn Publishing, run by Rusty Morrison and Ken Keegan since 2001, has re- 
ceived a disproportionate amount of national honors. Recently, the press has 
expanded in numerous directions at once, bulking up the small staff to augment 
its recurring full-length and chapbook contests with an online magazine, Om- 
niVerse, and a corresponding OmniVerse Reading Series. This third install- 
ment features Catherine Meng (The Longest Total Solar Eclipse of the Century) and 
Jared Stanley (Book Made of Forest), who, with Lauren Levin, co-edited the jour- 
nal Mrs. Maybe. Omnidawn is famous for more than just good poets, too; the 
press seems to believe poetry is a feast, and should be celebrated thusly. 
OmniVerse Reading Series: Catherine Meng and Jared Stanley starts at 
3 p.m. at University Press Books, 2430 Bancroft Way, Berkeley. Free; (510) 
237-8525 or omnidawn.com. Evan Karp 


p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, 
storkcluboakland.com. 

The Sufficient Comedy Show: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/cometclubcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, S.F., 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012, amnesi- 
athebar.com. 


DANCE = 
PERFORMANCES 

The Concept Series: 16: Curated by RAWdance, this 
“cozy showcase of contemporary dance” features 
some of the Bay Area’s most sought-after chore- 
ographers, including ODC’s KT Nelson, tinypistol's 
Maurya Kerr, and RAWdance's Wendy Rein and Ryan 
T. Smith. Fri., Dec. 12, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 13, 3 & 8 p.m., 
pay what you can, rawdance.org. Joe Goode Annex, 
401 Alabama, S.F., 561-6565, joegoode.org. 

Deborah Slater Dance Theater: Private Life: |n- 
vestigating the contradictions of military life and 
the relationship between art and war, Private Life 
employs text by Deborah Crooks, original music by 
Bruno Louchouarn, choreography by Deborah Slater, 
and eight actors to interweave several stories about 
American soldiers and their families. Dec. 11-13, 8 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 2 p.m., $15-$30, deborahslater. 
org. ODC Theater, 3153 17th St., S.F., 863-6606, 
odctheater.org. 

Fiesta Navidad: Seasonal Spanish dance performances 
by Carolina Lugo and Carolé Acufia’s Ballet Flamenco. 
Saturdays, Sundays, 6:30 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 28, $16-$21, carolinalugo.com. Pachamama 
Restaurant, 1630 Powell, S.F., 646-0018, pacham- 
amacenter.org. 

Jess Curtis/Gravity: The Dance That Documents 
Itself: With four performers and a dynamic com- 
bination of live and recorded video and audio, Jess 
Curtis and his collaborators take on “selfie culture” 
and the psychological effects of performing for a 
mostly absent, online community. Thursdays-Sun- 
days, 8:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 14, $20-$30, 
jesscurtisgravity.org. CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission, 
S.F., 626-2060, counterpulse.org. 

Noches de Invierno: Featuring flamenco dancer Savan- 
nah Fuentes with musicians José Anillo and Bobby de 
Sofia. Tue., Dec. 16, 8 p.m., $20, savannahflamenko. 
com. Chez Poulet, 3359 Cesar Chavez, San Francisco. 

ODC/Dance: The Velveteen Rabbit: For those looking 
for an alternative to the visions of sugar plums pranc- 
ing on every stage each December, choreographer 
KT Nelson's rendition of the Margery Williams story 
features the magnificent athleticism of the ODC 
dancers in conjunction with the talents of 10 children 
from the ODC School, as well as sets and costumes 
designed by children's book illustrator Brian Wild- 
smith. Through Dec. 14, 2 p.m., $16-$75, odcdance. 
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org/velveteenrabbit. Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts Theater, 700 Howard, S.F., 495-6360, ybca.org. 

Pamela Z & Shinichi lova-Koga: Sound | Silence | 
Motion | Stillness: Improvisational avant-garde 
music/movement collaborations between electronic 
vocal manipulator Pamela Z and inkBoat founder, 
choreographer, and artistic director Shinichi lo- 
va-Koga. Mon., Dec. 15, 8 p.m., $10-$15, pamelaz. 
com. Center for New Music, 55 Taylor, S.F., 275-2466, 
centerfornewmusic.com. 

San Francisco Ballet: The Nutcracker: Starting on 
Christmas Eve 1944, the SFB has performed Nut- 
cracker longer than anyone else in the nation, and 
artistic director Helgi Tomasson’s production — now 
inits 10th season — puts E-T.A. Hoffmann’'s story about 
a girl who rescues a boy from the curse of a rodent 
queen into a painted lady house on the trolley-lined 
streets of San Francisco. Dec. 12-16; Dec. 18-24; Dec. 
26-29, $29-$415, sfballet.org. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, S.F., 864-3330, sfwmpac.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


A Reading By...: Mcintyre Parker curates poetry read- 
ings by Lisa Radon (7 p.m. Friday), Hazel White (5 p.m. 
Saturday), and Jesse Seldess (7 p.m. Saturday). Dec. 
12-13. CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts, 
360 Kansas, S.F., 355-9670, wattis.org. 

AK Press Holiday Warehouse Sale: East Bay's radical 
publishers and provocateurs offer everything at 25% 
off regular cover price, plus other select titles for $5 
or less. Sat., Dec. 13, 1-5 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
events/646643765461458. AK Press, 674A 23rd St., 
Oakland, 510-208-1700, akpress.org. 

Alex Schumacher: The children’s author and illustrator 
makes sketches and signs copies of his book The 
World's Crummiest Umbrella. Sat., Dec. 13, 1-3 p.m., 
free. Cartoon Art Museum, 655 Mission, S.F., 227- 
8666, cartoonart.org. 

Barbara Rose Brooker: The San Francisco native, SFSU 
grad, and author of The Viagra Diaries discusses 
the cultural themes behind her new novel, The Rise 
and Fall of a Jewish American Princess. Tue., Dec. 





16, 5:15 p.m., $7-$20, barbararosebrooker.com. 
Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597-6700, 
commonwealthclub.org. 

Chemical Wedding: Quiet Lightning + Name Drop 
Swamp Records: Quiet Lightning's five-year anni- 
versary continues with readings by Jason R. Jimenez, 
Melissa Stein, Benjamin Wachs, and Maw Shein Win, 
plus music by Shenandoah Davis and Sean Nelson. 
The admission fee includes the first issue of Vitriol, 
QL's new biannual literary magazine. Sun., Dec. 14, 
6:30 p.m., $15. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649- 
6191, docslabsf.com. 

Friends of the SFPL Comic Book Sale: Featuring 
over 10,000 comics available for purchase at the 
low, low price of 25 cents each. Sat., Dec. 13, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., free. Friends of the San Francisco Public 
Library Donation Center, 438 Treat, S.F., 522-8600, 
friendssfpl.org. 

Jon Sindell: Book launch for The Roadkill Collection, 
with the author's flash fiction read by Joe Clifford, 
Andrew 0. Dugas, Candy Shue, Deborah Steinberg, 
Lauren Traetto, and Siamak Vossoughi. Wed., Dec. 10, 
7p.m. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 

Kelly Cogswell: The personal and political are insepa- 
rably intertwined in the author and activist's com- 
ing-of-age memoir, Eating Fire: My Life as a Lesbian 
Avenger. Thu., Dec. 11, 7 p.m., free, kellycogswell. 
com. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., S.F., 
282-9246, moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Lalita Tademy: The bestselling Cane River author (and 
Oprah fave) discusses the power and peril of writing 
historical fiction in conversation with Deborah 
Santana. Wed., Dec. 10, 6:30 p.m., free with museum 
admission, lalitatademy.com. Museum of the African 
Diaspora, 685 Mission, S.F., 358-7200, moadsf.org. 

Lip Service West: True life tales by Cassandra Dallett, 
Jamie DeWolf, Bryce Landis, Jackie Davis Martin, and 
Teri Skultety. Fri., Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m., free, lipservice- 
west.com. Pegasus Books Downtown, 2349 Shattuck, 
Berkeley, 510-649-1320, pegasusbookstore.com. 

Mondo Bummer Fifth Anniversary: The small poetry 
publishers celebrate “five years of disappointment” 
— and also the release of their first full-length 
production, The New Anchorage chapbook by Ted 
Rees — with readings by Claire Becker, Brittany 
Billmeyer-Finn, Brandon Brown, Nico Peck, and 
Maya Weeks, plus live electronic and acoustic 
music. Sat., Dec. 13, 6 p.m., free, mondobummer. 
com. E.M. Wolfman, 410 13th St., Oakland, 250-5527, 
wolfmanhomerepair.com. 

OmniVerse Reading Series: The third installment of 
Omnidawn’'s poetry showcase features Catherine 
Meng and Jared Stanley, who co-edited the journal 
Mrs. Maybe along with Lauren Levin. Sun., Dec. 14, 3 
p.m., free, omnidawn.com/omniverse-reading-series. 
University Press Books, 2430 Bancroft Way, Berkeley, 
510-548-0585, universitypressbooks.com. 

RADAR Presents the Banned Book Club: Sex Edition: 
Dodie Bellamy, Aya de Leon, Xandra Ibarra/La Chica 
Boom, Jiz Lee, Lil Miss Hot Mess, and Carol Queen 
read from feather-ruffling publications by Kathy 
Acker, Reinaldo Arenas, Judy Blume, Toni Morrison, 
Marquis de Sade, and more. Fri., Dec. 12, 7 p.m., $10, 
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radarproductions.org. Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 
Mission, S.F., 902-2071, sexandculture.org. 

Richard Loren: Subtitled Working with Rock Legends 
Jefferson Airplane Through The Doors to The Grateful 
Dead, this longtime music agent and band manager's 
memoir High Notes contains stories of the ‘60s music 
scene, including New York City and Stinson Beach, 
and his days of touring with The Dead. Tue., Dec. 
16, 7 p.m., free, highnotes.org. The Green Arcade, 
1680 Market, S.F., 431-6800, thegreenarcade.com. 

Robin Wildt Hansen: Publication party for The World, 
which imagines magical healing realms within the 
cards of a Tarot deck. Wed., Dec. 10, 7 p.m., $5, rob- 
inwildthansen.com. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno, 
S.F., 500-2323, emtab.org. 

Voz Sin Tinta: Monthly bilingual poetry reading series 
curated by Jose Hector Cadena and Marguerite 
Mufioz. Second Thursday of every month, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/vozsintinta. Alley Cat Books, 
3036 24th St., S.F., 824-1761, alleycatbookshop.com. 

The WordParty: Open mic poetry with hosts Jennifer 
Barone and Ingrid Keir, plus music by Nova Jazz. 
Third Tuesday of every month, 8 p.m., donation, 
thewordparty.com. Viracocha, 998 Valencia, S.F., 
374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

Write Club: Chapter 37 - The Winter of Discontent: 
WC's last literary battle of the year pits Cheya Cary vs. 
Hope Waggoner, Ivan Hernandez vs. Colin Winnette, 
and Keith D'soiiza vs. Carey Callahan. Tue., Dec. 16, 
8 p.m., $5, writeclubsf.com. Make-Out Room, 3225 
22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Writers with Drinks: Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, Megan 
Geuss, Katie Gilmartin, Vanessa Hua, Shelly Oria, 
and Andy Weir share fiction and nonfiction alike at 
this month's benefit for the Center for Sex & Culture. 
Sat., Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, writerswithdrinks. 
com. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 

Yuri Kagan: Working as a Castro bartender to subsidize 
his comedy career led the local entertainer to write 
Vodka & Limelight, the new “fictitious memoir" from 
which he reads before Juanita More's “Booty Call” 
club night takes over the space to illustrate how 
the stories play out in real life. Wed., Dec. 10, 9 p.m., 
free. Q Bar, 456 Castro, S.F., 864-2877, qbarsf.com. 

ZYZZYVA Winter Issue Celebration & Holiday Party: 
Contributors Lucille Lang Day, Michael Jaime-Bec- 
erra, Andrew David King, Andrew Gavin Murphy, 
and Kate Petersen read from Issue No. 102 of San 
Francisco's best literary journal, with seasonal treats 
and giveaways turning it into an even merrier affair. 
Wed., Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 
Haight, S.F., 863-8688, booksmith.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Alcatraz Island. @Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz: Assisted 
by international collaborators, Chinese activist artist 
Ai Weiwei— who can't leave his country because Chi- 
na’s government confiscated his passport — creates 
a large-scale art exhibit for a site that symbolizes 
the measures authorities will take to utterly confine 
prisoners. Alcatraz stopped being a working prison in 
1963, but its buildings and bars still evoke the harsh 


In a minute, you can read 300 words, microwave an egg, or glean the depth of 
yearning felt by Antony for Shakespeare’s Cleopatra. The folks behind the New 
York-based One-Minute Play Festival know that, with the right people, you 
can pack a hell of a lot of drama into 60 seconds. But to pull off a 90-minute 
show, comprising 80 works by writers on the level of Mike Daisey or Nilaja Sun, 
the festival must build a symbiotic relationship with every theater community in 
which it appears. Here, it is partnering with the Playwrights Foundation, which, 
throughout its illustrious history, has championed everyone from Sam Shep- 
herd to Nilo Cruz. The #1MPF serves as an end-of-year fundraiser for the foun- 
dation, as well as a fantastic gateway drug for audiences who have been weaned 


The One-Minute Play Festival starts at 8 p.m. and runs through Tuesday at 
Brava Theater, 2781 24th St., S.E $18-$32; 641-7657 or brava.org. Silke Tudor 


realities of confinement — and Ai Weiwei echoes that 
atmosphere with sound installations, sculptures, and 
mixed-media works that tackle issues of freedom 
and promise to be as thought-provoking as anything 
he’s ever done. Through April 26, 2015. $18.25-$30. 
aiweiweialcatraz.org. San Francisco Bay, S.F., 561- 
4900, nps.gov/alcatraz. 

Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable romp 
of North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. Em- 
barcadero, S.F.,623-5300, aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: A display of more than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent collection 
explores the major cultures of Asia. Daily. Free with 
museum admission. Tetsuya Ishida: Saving the World 
with a Brushstroke: The eight acrylic paintings in this 
intimate exhibit capture the cultural sensitivity and 
social awareness of the young Japanese artist who 
passed away in 2005. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Feb. 22. From Two Arises Three: The Collab- 
orative Works of Arnold Chang & Michael Cherney: A 
photographer (Cherney) and a Chinese ink painter 
(Chang) balance contemporary and traditional tech- 
niques in this exhibit featuring both collaborative and 
solo works. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 1. Roads of Arabia: Archaeology & History of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: This traveling exhibit 
traces the rise of culture along Arabian Peninsula 
trade routes via a wide range of historical objects — 
including statues, glass vessels, ancient tools, stone 
carvings, funerary items, and more — some dating 
back a million years. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 18. Tradition on Fire: Contemporary 
Japanese Ceramics from the Paul and Kathy Bissinger 
Collection: Includes 22 works by 20 modern potters 
from Japan. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 5. A Dream ona Train to Marrakesh: World fusion 
concert featuring Ancient Future and the Musical Art 
Quintet. Sun., Dec. 14, 2 p.m. $10-$25. 200 Larkin, 
S.F., 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
540 Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
S.F., 474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Fragile Planet: Float 
through the roof of the Academy's building, zoom 
through the atmosphere, and gain an astronaut's 
view of Earth in this Planetarium feature narrated 
by Sigourney Weaver. Mondays-Fridays. Cosmic Colli- 
sions: Planetarium show about crashing astronomical 
interactions ranging from meteorites and moons 
to entire galaxies. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit 
about the wild courtship and mating strategies in the 
animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses 
to seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, a 
recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like two of 
San Francisco's most famous quakes, a planetarium 
show, interactive displays, and more. Daily. Penguin 
Feeding: Watch as the Academy's flightless friends 
are offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the 
Academy's live coral tank and offer live explanations 
of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with some of 
the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 
3:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn about the Reef 
Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring dance 
music, drinks, scientific presentations, hands-on 
activities, and more for people who like to pair their 
intellectual curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 
p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, S.F., 379-8000, calacademy.org. 

California Historical Society Museum. Yosemite: A 
Storied Landscape: Exhibition detailing the story 
behind the 1864 passing of the Yosemite Grant Act 
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and the ongoing impact of the wilderness area upon 
the history of the American West. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 25. 678 Mission, S.F., 357- 
1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. Small Press Spotlight: Ben 


Seto: Featuring artwork by the creator of Usagi 
Jane and the Skullbunnies. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 11. The Art of the Boxtrolls: 
See concept art and puppets from The Boxtrolls, a 
new stop-motion animation film from the people 
who brought you Coraline and ParaNorman. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1. Stranger 
Than Life: The Cartoons and Comics of M.K. Brown: 
Four-decade retrospective featuring many of the 
artist's own personal favorites. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 15. Slinging Satire: Masters 
of Political Cartoons: Views from both sides of the 
political spectrum are given cheeky artistic form in 
this exhibit that includes work by Mark Fiore, David 
Horsey, Kevin Siers, Tom Tomorrow, Matt Wuerker, 
and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 9. 655 Mission, S.F., 227-8666, cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Journey to the Reuben: 


The Early Years: Follow Charles M. Schulz’s artistic 
development in the era before he won his first Reu- 
ben Award — the National Cartoonists Society's award 
for Outstanding Cartoonist of the Year — in 1955. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 4. Peanuts in Wonderland: Characters from 
the world of Charles Schulz (and other cartoonists) 
inhabit the land of Lewis Carroll in this crossover art 
show. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 26. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 
107-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Aquascapes: The Art of 


Underwater Gardening: Subaquatic plants form 
landscapes beneath the waves in this exhibit spot- 
lighting a variety of freshwater tropical flora from 
Africa, Asia, and South America. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 12. 100 John F. Kennedy 
Drive, S.F., 666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Arnold Newman: 


Masterclass: Over 200 B+W portraits comprise 
this retrospective of the famed photographer's 
lengthy career, including pictures of Capote, Dali, 
Picasso, Stravinksy, and many more. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 1. Hardly Strictly Warren Hellman: Anyone 
lucky enough to meet Warren Hellman, or see him 
perform at his signature cultural creation, Hardly 
Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and 
humanity that emanated from his being (and his 
banjo). The Contemporary Jewish Museum assem- 
bles rarely-seen videos of Hellman's performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special personal 
possessions like a banjo signed by star performers 
and a jacket covered with rhinestones and a Star of 
David. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. In 
That Case: Havruta in Contemporary Art: The CJM's 
three-part collaborative residence program launches 
with a lighthearted alliance between visual artist 
Lindsey White and stand-up comedian Ron Lynch. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 6. J. Otto Seibold and Mr. Lunch: This 
exhibit dedicated to the much-loved children’s book 
author/illustrator (and the character based on his 
real family dog) includes full-color illustrations, 
storyboards, and rough digital image skeletons, 
plus interactive environments for kids. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m. Continues 
through March 8. $10-$12. Collecting Portraiture: A 
Contemporary Perspective: Panel discussion about 
collecting modern portrait photography featuring 
Carla Emil, Chris McCall, and Erin O'Toole. Thu., Dec. 
11, 6:30 p.m. $10 (includes museum admission). 
Drop-In Art Making: Weekly art workshops for kids 
and families. Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Free with museum 
admission. 736 Mission, S.F., 655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Lines on the Horizon: Native 


American Art from the Weisel Family Collection: 
Exhibit focusing on indigenous arts from the Amer- 
ican Southwest, including ceramics and weavings 
from the llth century to today. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 4. Keith Haring: The Political 
Line: Though his playful cartoon figures may not 
strike casual observers as the work of a politically 
motivated artist, this exhibition explores Haring’s 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


outraged opposition to nuclear weapons, racism, 
capitalism, environmental degradation, and other 
issues in over 130 works, including large paintings, 
sculptures, subway drawings, and more. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 16. Anthony 
Friedkin: The Gay Essay: In this exhibit honoring the 
45th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, more than 
15 of the California photographer's classic snapshots 
depict the San Francisco and Los Angeles gay scenes 
in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 11. Shaping Abstraction: Works 
by American abstractionists from the early-to-middle 
part of the 20th century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Contin- 
ues through Jan. 4. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, 
S.F., 750-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a slight 
redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Permanent Exhibits: The 
family science museum's gigantic new complex is 
split into six separate gallery sections that focus 
on human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interactive 
features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Reso- 
nance: Unheard Sounds, Undiscovered Music: Pianist/ 
composer Sarah Cahill hosts this bimonthly series of 
musical performances and live interviews. Thu., Oct. 
9, 7 p.m. Pier 15, S.F., 528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 
Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian Allan 
Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers in the field 
of community-based gay history that emerged in the 
1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT Historical Society 
has opened his papers for use by researchers. Daily. 
657 Mission, S.F., 777-5455, glbthistory.org. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 
Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., 
S.F., 621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Letters: 
1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, 
tauberholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain 
from England and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Houghton Hall: Portrait of an English Country 
House: Architectural details, furniture, tapestries, 
paintings, and other antiques illustrate the lavish 
lifestyles of historical British elites. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 18. The Salon Doré: 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 9:30 a.m. (415) 750-3600. 100 
34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sundays: 
Learn about oceans and the wildlife within during 
classroom presentations and docent-led tours of 
the MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 

Maritime Museum. U.S. Customs Service and the Golden 
Gate: Artifacts, photographs, and video illustrate 
the history of the U.S. Customs Service from 1789 
to the present day. Through Dec. 31, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free. Yankee Baleeiros! The Shared Legacies of 
Luso and Yankee Whalers: The New Bedford Whaling 
Museum presents this traveling exhibit about Por- 
tuguese-speaking American whaling communities 
Originally hailing from the Azores, Cape Verde, and 
Brazil. Through Dec. 31, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 900 
Beach, S.F., 556-1613. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Drapetomania: Grupo 
Antillano and the Art of Afro-Cuba: MoAD's first major 
exhibit following a million-dollar renovation focuses 
on Grupo Antillano, the previously overlooked 
1970s-'80s Havana art collective whose multidisci- 
plinary work featured both Afro-Cuban primitive and 
modern elements, opposing the propagandistic art 
trends of the Fidel Castro era. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 4. $5-$10. Lava Thomas: 
Beyond: This two-part exhibition mixes some of the 


Bay Area artist's older works from the 1990s witha 
new installation. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 5. $5-$10. 685 Mission, S.F., 358-7200, 
moadsf.org. 


Oakland Museum of California. Sunshine and Su- 


perheroes: San Diego Comic-Con: Vintage comic 
books, convention paraphernalia, cosplay outfits, 
videos, and other items reflect upon the continu- 
ing influence of the nation’s largest annual geek 
gathering. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
May 31. Songs and Sorrows: Dias de Los Muertos 
20th Anniversary: The Bay Area’s unique spin on 
traditional Day of the Dead altars and ceremonies 
is celebrated in this exhibit featuring contributions 
from José Guadalupe Posada, Carmen Lomas Garza, 
Jesse Hernandez, The Mexican Museum, Oakland 
School of the Arts, Skyline High School, Maya Lin 
School, and others. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 4. Fertile Ground: Art and Community 
in California: In collaboration with SFMOMA, the 
Oakland Museum of California dissects four artistic 
epochs of the last 70 years: The 1930s and the circle 
around Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo; the 1940s and 
“50s and the painters and photographers connected 
to the California School of Fine Arts (Diebenkorn, 
David Park, et al.); the 1960s and ‘70s and the 
artists affiliated with UC Davis (Thiebaud, Robert 
Arneson, et al.); and the 1990s and current scene 
that's associated with the Mission District (Barry 
McGee, Ruby Neri, et al.). Each period is worth the 
attention. Getting all four is like winning a lottery. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 12. 
1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, museumca.org. 


Old Mint. Sundays at the Mint: The city's de facto local 


history museum opens its doors for weekly building 
tours and viewings of its inaugural exhibit, Our City 
Innovates, about San Francisco's role as a sociocul- 
tural pioneer. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. $5-$10. sfhistory.org. 
88 Fifth St., S.F., 537-1105, sanfranciscomuseum.org. 


Randall Museum. Drop-In Science Workshop: Each 


week kids and parents can participate in artistic 
activities that illuminate some aspect of science. 
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4; $3. Meet the Animals: 


Live presentations about the animals who live at 
the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
S.F., 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Airport Museum. Dual Natures in 


Ceramics: Eight Contemporary Artists from Korea: 
Through Feb. 22, 2015. A World of Characters: 
Advertising Icons from the Warren Dotz Collection: 
Through Jan. 4, 2015. SFO International Terminal, 
S.F., 650-821-6700. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: Historic 
memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide presentations, 
and large-scale decorative installations recreate 
the sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free daily 
exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
S.F., 447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


Stanford University, Cantor Arts Center. Robert 


Frank in America: Over 130 photographs fill the 
walls at this major retrospective of work by the 
European artist, whose midcentury trek across the 
United States captured Americans’ lives in a fresh 
and insightful way. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 5. Free. 328 Lomita, Palo Alto, 
650-723-4177, museum.stanford.edu. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. All Aboard: A 


Celebration of Walt’s Trains: From the 1929 cartoon 
Mickey's Choo-Choo through the space-age mono- 
rails of Disneyland, trains held a special place in Walt 
Disney's heart. This exhibit collects photos, videos, 
and other artifacts — including working scale model 
trains — in honor of his long fascination. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 
9. The Lost Notebook: Secrets of Disney's Movie 
Magic: The scrapbook journal of animator and 
technician Hermann Schultheis gives insight into 
the special effects techniques behind the making of 
Bambi, Dumbo, Fantasia, and Pinocchio. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 12. 
104 Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Alien She: A mul- 


tidisciplinary tribute to the radical spirit of the 
Riot Grrrl movement, as illustrated by DIY zines, 


posters, music selections, original visual art, and 
more. Featured artists include Tammy Rae Carland, 
Miranda July, Faythe Levine, Allyson Mitchell, L.J. 
Roberts, Stephanie Syjuco, and Ginger Brooks 
Takahashi. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 25. Kota Ezawa: Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of 
the Funtown Pier boardwalk and amusement park 
in Seaside Heights, NJ — the destruction of which 
became an iconic image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath 
— constructed in the YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. 
Through Nov. 30, 2015. Free. Landscape: the visual, 
the actual, the possible?: 26 works explore the 
environmental ramifications of technology upon 
ecology in this creative collaboration between 
American and Chinese artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 25. Lucy Raven: Hollywood 
Chop Riding: The New York artist's 3D video installa- 
tion, Curtains, reveals some of the hidden (and very 
human) scenes behind Hollywood's outsourced CGI 
labor. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
11. 701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


A Christmas Carol: A.C.T.'s latest adaptation of the 


Dickens Christmas tale stars James Carpenter as 
miserly and miserable old Ebenezer Scrooge and Ken 
Ruta as the ghost of Jacob Marley. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $20-$110. American 
Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, S.F., 749- 
2228, act-sf.org. 


A Very Merry Murder Mystery: BATS Improv turns 


a British manor holiday party into an unscripted 
whodunit a la Agatha Christie. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 20, $17-$20, improv. 
org. Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 


Absolutely Fabulous: The Royal British Comedy 


Theatre (actually based here in appropriately 
foggy San Francisco) stages the first season of the 
Beeb's enduring sitcom, with Terrence McLaughlin, 
ZsaZsa Lufthansa, Annie Larson, Dene Larson, and 
Raya Light taking over the roles of Edina, Patsy, and 
friends. Thursdays, 8 p.m.; Fridays, 10:30 p.m. Con- 
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tinues through Dec. 12, $15-$35, eventbrite.com/e/ 
absolutely-fabulous-abfab-tickets-12641718721. Stage 
Werx, 446 Valencia, S.F., stagewerx.org. 

The Bonesaw Bros. Present an Evening of Holiday 
Horror: Ham Pants Productions strips away the tinsel 
and un-decks the halls to expose the dark origins of 
Christmas for a night featuring “ancient seasonal 
rites, eldritch winter tales, and holiday ghost sto- 
ries,’ co-presented by SF Indie as part of this year’s 
Another Hole in the Head film festival. Fri., Dec. 12, 9 
p.m., $20, hampantsproductions.com. New People, 
1746 Post, S.F., 525-8630, newpeopleworld.com. 

Breakfast with Mugabe: Playwright Fraser Grace takes 
us into the mind of controversial African leader 
Robert Mugabe as a session with the Zimbabwe 
president and his white psychiatrist calls forth the 
ghosts of colonialism, racism, power, and guilt. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 20, $32-$60. 
Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 

Cinderella: With original songs such as “‘Almost Pretty” 
and ‘‘Bad Mama” composed by Angel Eaglin, the 
African-American Shakespeare Company's annual 
production provides audiences with a fresh take on 
this story of a young girl learning about love, life, and 
overcoming obstacles. Fridays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 21, $15-$34, african-americanshakes. 
org. Buriel Clay Theater, 762 Fulton, S.F., 762-2071, 
african-americanshakes.org. 

Cirque du Soleil: Kurios - Cabinet of Curiosities: 
The Ourobouros has come full circle as Cirque du 
Soleil — which has influenced so many neo-circus 
performers over recent years — embraces both 
steampunk and electro-swing in its latest show, a 
wunderkammer of theatrical acrobatics set in an 
alternate reality that combines elements of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 18, $53-$135, cirquedusoleil. 
com/kurios. Cirque du Soleil - San Francisco, Third 
Street at Terry A. Francois, S.F., cirquedusoleil.com. 

The Complete History of Comedy (abridged): The 
Reduced Shakespeare Company boils the Bard 
and other famed playwrights, politicians, and co- 
medians down to their essence in Reed Martin and 
Austin Tichenor’s satirical skewering of humorous 
tropes. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 21, $37-$58, reducedshakespeare.com. Marin 
Theatre Company, 397 Miller, Mill Valley, 388-5200, 
marintheatre.org. 

Cops and Robbers: The uneasy state of affairs between 
the police and the black community drives this solo 
show by rapper-turned-lawman Jinho “The Piper” 
Ferreira. Sat., Dec. 13, 8 p.m., $20-$100. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
themarsh.org. 

Elf the Musical: Will Ferrell's least snarky movie is 
now a playful stage musical starring Eric Williams 
as Buddy, the oversized title character who was 
never meant to work in Santa's toyshop. Starting 
Dec. 12, Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 28, $45-$160. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, S.F., 
551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Fifth Annual San Francisco One-Minute Play Festival: 
The folks behind the One-Minute Play Festival know 
that, with the right people, you can pack a hell of a 
lot of drama into 60 seconds. The #IMPF — which 
features new works by over 50 writers — serves 
as an end-of-year fundraiser for the Playwrights 
Foundation, as well as a fantastic gateway drug for 
audiences who have been weaned on 30-second GIFs. 
Dec. 15-16, 8 p.m., $18-$36, playwrightsfoundation. 
org. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641- 
765/, brava.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Jewelry Box: Brian Copeland's lighthearted holiday 
tale about the travails of finding (and then affording) 
the perfect gift for his mother in 1970s Oakland 
returns to the Marsh for a monthlong Christmas 
run. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 27, $30-$100. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Kinky Boots: This riotous, stiletto-stomping musical 
dances its way through the tale of a British shoe 
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LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


Tue 12/16 | Literature 


DEAD MAN WRITING 


Richard Loren worked as a man- 
ager for both Jerry Garcia and The 
Grateful Dead. So he probably has 
some stories to tell. He also worked 
with The Doors and Jefferson Air- 
plane, so he probably has even 
more stories to tell. In fact, his 
whole life has probably felt like a 
long, rather strange trip, and pre- 
sumably that was part of the rea- 
son he recently wrote a memoir. 
Loren is presenting excerpts and 
discussing the book, High Notes, 
at a reading at The Green Arcade. 
The book contains stories of the 
60s music scene, including New 
York City and Stinson Beach, and 
his days of touring with The Dead. 

Richard Loren speaks Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. at The Green Arcade, 
1680 Market St., S.F. Free; 431- 
6800 or thegreenarcade.com. 
Emilie Mutert 


manufacturer whose declining fortunes are reversed 
with the aid of a glorious, towering drag queen with 
arazor wit and soul spun of gold. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $75-$300, kinkyboots- 
themusical.com. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, S.F., 
551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Max & Nicky 4: The Weinbach twins are back for a fourth 


round of music, sketches, and light variety show 
entertainment, this time inviting compatriots Joe 
Cascasan, Alison Kawa, and Helen Pappas to jointhem 
onstage. Dec. 12-13, 8 p.m., $10, maxandnicky4.bpt. 
me. Bindlestiff Studio, 185 Sixth St., S.F., 255-0440, 
bindlestiffstudio.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 


artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, themarsh.org. 


Mount Misery: The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre's 


Bringing the Art to the Audience performance 
series presents a staged reading of the newest 
work from Cutting Ball's resident playwright, Andrew 
Saito, which imagines a time-defying interaction 
between Donald Rumsfeld and a young Frederick 
Douglass. The play’s full production will have its 
world premiere in May 2015. Sat., Dec. 13, 2 p.m., 
free with museum admission, lhtsf.org/bata.html. 
Museum of the African Diaspora, 685 Mission, S.F., 
358-7200, moadsf.org. 


Promises, Promises: A hallowed trinity of Burt Bacha- 


rach (music), Hal David (lyrics), and Neil Simon 
(book) are the brains behind this holiday stage 
musical originally inspired by the 1960 rom-com 
The Apartment, with Jeffrey Brian Adams, Monique 
Hafen, and Johnny Moreno starring in roles played 
on celluloid by Jack Lemmon, Shirley MacLaine, and 
Fred MacMurray. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 10, $20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 
450 Post, S.F., 677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins: 


Husky screen icon Kathleen Turner makes her 
Berkeley Rep debut as the late, liberal newspaper 
columnist Molly Ivins in this politically infused 
solo comedy penned by twin siblings (and fellow 
journalists themselves) Margaret and Allison En- 
gel. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4, 
$29-$89. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 2025 
Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berkeleyrep.org. 


Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s Stuart Bousel 


and Megan Cohen host this “writing sprint” where 
hastily penned thematic monologues get performed 
before the ink even gets a chance to dry. Second Sat- 
urday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free. Exit Theatre, 
156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, theexit.org. 


Shakespeare's R&J: Forbidden love takes on an extra 


level of taboo when all the characters are played by 


repressed prep school boys acting out on the sly, as 
seen in this staging of Joe Calarco's play set in dusty 
Cairo instead of fair Verona. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 14, $25-$45. New Conser- 
vatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, S.F., 861-8972, 
nctcsf.org. 


The Soiled Dove: Vau de Vire Society presents a dec- 


adent, circus-infused dinner theater show set in a 
brothel and bar during San Francisco's Barbary Coast 
era. The Realistic Orchestra and Squid Inc. provide 
the live soundtrack. Work of Art caterers provide 
the four-course meal. And a portion of proceeds 
benefit Zaccho Dance Theatre's Youth Performing 
Arts Program. (Note: Enter the venue around the 
back side at 633 Florida Street.) Thursdays-Satur- 
days, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 13, $110-$120, 
thesoileddove.com. Inner Mission, 2050 Bryant, S.F., 
facebook.com/InnerMissionSf. 


Something for the Boys: San Francisco's musical 


theater revivalists 42nd Street Moon stage Cole 
Porter's WWil-era romp for the holidays. Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 14, $25-$75, 
42ndstmoon.org. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, S.F., 
788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 


Strangers with XXXmas Candy: If you prefer your 


holidays a bit twisted, you can't do much better 
than this stage re-enactment of the cult Comedy 
Central series (starring Amy Sedaris and Stephen 
Colbert) about a 46-year-old ex-junkie who returns 
to high school. An ABC Afterschool Special it ain't. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 20, $30. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, 
theexit.org. 


Superheroes: With the shrapnel from the crack cocaine 


explosion still embedded in the streets of the 
Tenderloin, this new play by Sean San José follows 
a journalist — inspired in no small part by the late 
Gary Webb — as she struggles to untangle the truth, 
both psychological and political, behind the epidemic. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21, 
$10-$50, cuttingball.com. Exit Theatre on Taylor, 
277 Taylor, S.F., 673-3847, sffringe.org. 


Three Tall Women: Custom Made's Katja Rivera directs 


this Pulitzer Prize-winning drama of self-deception 
by Edward Albee. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 14,$20-$40. The Custom Made Theatre 
Co., 1620 Gough, S.F., 798-2682, custommade.org. 


Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: Best of 


2014: The San Francisco Neo-Futurists choose 
30 of their favorite super-short plays from their 
weekly repertoire in celebration of the year that 
was. Dec. 12-13, 9 p.m., $10-$20, sfneofuturists. 
com. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, S.F., 776-1747, 
boxcartheatre.org. 


The Totalitarians: This black comedy by Z Space play- 


wright-in-residence Peter Sinn Nachtrieb is about a 
Nebraska political campaign by Penny, a dark horse 
and dim bulb; it’s also about the way we talk about 
elections, prizing buzz over substance. ‘The play’s 
trying to explore the meaninglessness of political 
language,’ Nachtrieb says, and in that goal, he’s an 
equal-opportunity satirist. Through Dec. 14, $20-$50, 
zspace.org/new-work/the-totalitarians. Z Below, 470 
Florida, S.F., 626-0453, zspace.org. 


The Understudies: Members of the Back Alley Theater 


Company present their inaugural production as the 
Entitled Theater Company, staging Jeff Bedillion’s 
Genet-inspired tale of jealousy and revenge among 
frustrated thespians. Mondays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $20-$25, brown- 
papertickets.com/event/869668. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 


Vodka with a Dream Chaser: The Ninjaz of Drama 


welcome actor/director/playwright Rey Carolino to 
the Phoenix Theatre Annex to present his latest short 
play, plus a half-dozen others directed by Carolino, 
Federico Edwards, Paul Seliga, and Ted Speros. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 13, 
$15-$20, ninjazofdrama.com. The Phoenix Theatre, 
414 Mason, S.F., 336-1020, phoenixtheatresf.org. 


Zombie! The Musical!: Awesome Theatre (aka the 


people who brought you the Terror-Rama Halloween 
season twofer at the Exit) partner with SF Indie’s 
Another Hole in the Head film festival to stage this 
hard-rocking story of undead teenagers in Colma. 
Sun., Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m., $20, awesometheatre.org. 
Terra, 511 Harrison, S.F., 896-1234, terrasf.com. 
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10th Annual SFFD Toy Drive with Red Meat: Sun., 
Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m., free. The Riptide, 3639 Taraval, 
San Francisco, 759-7263, riptidesf.com. 

14th Annual Holiday Whobilation Party: Fri., Dec. 19, 
9 p.m., $20+, bit.ly/whobilation. Great Star Theater, 
630 Jackson, San Francisco, 793-9594. 

2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: 
Dec. 12-14; Dec. 19-21, $10-$60, californiarevels. 
org. Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, Oakland, 
925-798-1300, oakland-scottishrite.org. 

22nd Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy: Non-yuletide 
cheer featuring comedians Jeremy Hotz, Ophira 
Eisenberg, Simon Cadel, and Lisa Geduldig, with 
partial proceeds benefiting the Jewish Family & 
Children's Services Food Programs and S.F. Suicide 
Prevention. Dec. 24-26, 5 & 8:30 p.m., $45-$65, 
koshercomedy.com. New Asia Restaurant, 772 
Pacific, San Francisco, 391-6666. 

44th Annual KPFA Crafts Fair: Dec. 20-21, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., $5-$10, kpfa.org/craftsfair. Craneway Pavilion, 
1414 Harbour Way S., Richmond, 510-215-6000, 
craneway.com. 

A Christmas Carol: A.C.T.'s latest adaptation of the 
Dickens Christmas tale stars James Carpenter 
as miserly and miserable old Ebenezer Scrooge 
and Ken Ruta as the ghost of Jacob Marley. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 28, $20-S110. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 
San Francisco, 749-2228, act-sf.org. 

A Gospel Christmas with Kim Nalley: Sun., Dec. 21, 
7&9 p.m., $24. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, San 
Francisco, 292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

A Holiday Cruise Aboard the San Francisco Spirit: 
With H.0.S.H., Anthony Mansfield, Johnnie Walker, 
Bob Campbell, Papa Lu, and Ali Sun., Dec. 21,5 p.m., 
$50-$80. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, San Francisco, 
788-8866, hornblower.com. 

A Holiday Tradition: Dec. 13-14, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., free 
admission (tours $5-$10). Dunsmuir Hellman Historic 
Estate, 2960 Peralta Oaks Court, Oakland, 510-562- 
0328, dunsmuir-hellman.com. 

A Merri-achi Christmas: With Mariachi Sol de México 
de José Hernandez and Mariachi Reyna de Los 
Angeles. Sun., Dec. 14, 8 p.m., $15-$80. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864- 
6000, sfsymphony.org. 

A Peter White Christmas: Featuring Rick Braun and 
Mindi Abair. Thu., Dec. 18, 8 & 10 p.m., $39. Yoshi's 
Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510-238- 
9200, yoshis.com. 

A Very Jerry Christmas: With Melvin Seals & JGB. 
Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $20-$25. The New Parish, 579 
18th St., Oakland, 510-444-7474, thenewparish.com. 

A Very Shut-Ins Xmas: Fri., Dec. 19, 7 p.m. Bazaar 
Cafe, 5927 California, San Francisco, 831-5620, 
bazaarcafe.com. 

Alvon Johnson Holiday Party: Wed., Dec. 24, 8 p.m., 
$19. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 
510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 


A.C.T.'s A Christmas Carol, 
through Dec. 28 
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American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: Tue., 
Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 18-19, 7:30 p.m., $27-$97, 
americanbach.org. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
San Francisco, 749-6300, gracecathedral.org. 

Annual Holiday Art Sale at Creativity Explored: 
Through Dec. 31, free. Creativity Explored, 3245 16th 
St., San Francisco, 863-2108, creativityexplored.org. 

As You Like It: Third Annual Holiday Ugly Sweater 
Party: With Rebolledo, Beautiful Swimmers, and Bells 
& Whistles. Fri., Dec. 12, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance, 
ayli-sf.com. Monarch, 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
284-9774, monarchsf.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon Holiday Extravaganza: 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 31, 
$25-$160, beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, San Francisco, 421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 

Bill Graham Menorah Lighting: Dec. 16-23, free. Union 
Square Park, 333 Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, 
unionsquarepark.us. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: Sat., 
Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco, 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

The Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show: Sun., 
Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $28-$35. Wells Fargo Center for the 
Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546- 
3600, wellsfargocenterarts.org. 

B.0.0.B.S.: UnWrapped for the Holidays: Wed., Dec. 
17, 7 p.m., $15. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

The Cadillac Christmas Concert: With the Jeffrey 
Chin Trio featuring Fred Ross. Fri., Dec. 12, 12:30 
p.m., free. Cadillac Hotel, 380 Eddy, San Francisco, 
673-7223, cadillachotel.org. 

Café Flamenco: Fiesta Navidefia: Holiday music 
and dance performances by Caminos Flamencos. 
Sun., Dec. 28, 7 p.m., $12-$25. Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, 2513 Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, 
rhythmix.org. 

California Music & Culture Association Holiday Toy 
Drive: With DJ Richie Panic. Mon., Dec. 15, 7 p.m., $20 
donation to SFPD Operation D.R.E.A.M. (or free with 
toy donation). Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 
625-8880, mezzaninesf.com. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Fri., Dec. 12, 
8 p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer.org. Cathedral of Christ 
the Light, 2121 Harrison, Oakland, 510-832-5057, 
ctlcathedral.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Sat., Dec. 13, 
8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer. 
org. St. Ignatius Church, 650 Parker, San Francisco, 
422-2188, stignatiussf.org. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: Tue., Dec. 16, 8 
p.m., $35-$69, chanticleer.org. First Congregational 
Church - Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley, 510- 
848-3696, fccb.org. 

Charles Phoenix Retro Holiday Slide Show: Sun., Dec. 
14, 6 p.m., $29.95, charlesphoenix.com. Empress 
of China, 838 Grant, San Francisco, 434-1345, 





empressofchinasf.com. 

Christmas Night with the Fabulous Bud E. Luv 
Show: Thu., Dec. 25, 9 p.m., $20-$25. Brick & Mortar 
Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 800-8782, 
brickandmortarmusic.com. 

City Ballet School: The Nutcracker: Sat., Dec. 13, 2&7 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 2 p.m., $30-$40, cityballetschool. 
org. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 
567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

Clairdee’s 12th Annual Christmas Eve Show: Wed., 
Dec. 24, 8 p.m., $22-$25. The Addition, 1330 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

Cockblock: The Holiday Party: With DJ Andre and 
Chelsea Starr. Sat., Dec. 13, 9 p.m., $10, cockblocksf. 
com. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 

The Colors of Christmas: With Peabo Bryson, Taylor 
Dayne, Jennifer Holliday, Ruben Studdard, and the 
S.F. Symphony. Dec. 15-17, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864- 
6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Community Free Day at the Contemporary Jewish 
Museum: A day of zero-fee entertainment and ac- 
tivities for all (even those who celebrate Christmas). 
Thu., Dec. 25, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., free. Contemporary 
Jewish Museum, 736 Mission, San Francisco, 655- 
7800, thecjm.org. 

Community Music Center Annual Winter Celebration 
Concert: Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., free. San Francisco 
Community Music Center, 544 Capp, San Francisco, 
647-6015, sfcmc.org. 

Cookies Christmas Party: With Berner, Kool John, and 
guests Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., $30-$33. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco, 673-5716, 
theregencyballroom.com. 

Dan Hicks & The Hot Licks: Holidaze in Hicksville: 
Thu., Dec. 11, 8 & 10 p.m., $19-$25. The Addition, 1330 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

Dave Koz & Friends: Christmas Tour 2014: With 
Jonathan Butler, Christopher Cross, and Maysa 
Sun., Dec. 21, 8 p.m., $49.50-$125.50. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 345-0900, 
thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

The Denali Foundation Christmas Party: Thu., Dec. 
11, 7 p.m., $20 suggested donation, facebook.com/ 
denalifoundation. Madrone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, 
San Francisco, 241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 

Drag Queens on Ice: Glitz & Glamour: Featuring Mutha 
Chucka, Holotta Tymes, Kylie-Pop, Kim ChiChi, BeBe 
Sweetbriar, Mahlae Balenciaga, Donna Sachet, Queen 
Dilly Dally, and Sister Roma. Thu., Dec. 11, 8 p.m., 
unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

The Dream Queens Revue's Holiday Sparkles 
Drag Show: Featuring Collette LeGrande, Ruby 
Slippers, Sophilya Leggz, Bobby Ashton, Sheena 
Rose, Kipper, and Joie de Vivre. Wed., Dec. 10, 9:30 
p.m., free, dreamqueensrevue.com. Aunt Charlie's 
Lounge, 133 Turk, San Francisco, 441-2922, aun- 
tcharlieslounge.com. 

Elf the Musical: Will Ferrell's least snarky movie is 
now a playful stage musical starring Eric Williams 
as Buddy, the oversized title character who was 
never meant to work in Santa's toyshop. Starting 
Dec. 12, Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 28, $45-$160. Curran Theatre, 445 Geary, San 
Francisco, 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Fairmont San Francisco Gingerbread House: 
Through Jan. 1, 2015. The Fairmont Hotel, 950 
Mason, San Francisco, 866-540-4491, fairmont. 
com/sanfrancisco. 

First Annual Reindogs & Rocket Dog Holiday Pet 
Parade: Dress up your pet as a reindeer, then march 
to Crissy Field for a parade starting at 2 p.m. Sun., 
Dec. 14, 1-4 p.m., $5 dog registration fee. Wolf & 
Lion Pet Supplies, 2460 Lombard, San Francisco, 
590-2748, wolfandlionpet.com. 

Fisherman's Wharf Lighted Boat Parade: Procession 
of holiday-light-spangled boats between Pier 39 and 
Crissy Field. Fri., Dec. 12, 5:30-8 p.m., free. Aquatic 
Park, Beach St., San Francisco, 541-5644. 


Full Glitz!: Drag Holiday Pageant: Benefit for Michael 
Phillis’ Mini Supreme movie with Mahlae Balenciaga, 
Raya Light, Miss Rahni, Sugah Betes, Kegel Kater, 
U-Phoria, and more. Thu., Dec. 18, 9 p.m., $10-$30. 
The Stud, 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863-6623, 
studsf.com. 

G. Scott Lacy’s Holiday Cabaret: Candy Canes 
& Silver Lanes: With the Sophisticated Ladies 
(Shannon Wolfe and Molly Mahoney). Sat., Dec. 20, 
8 p.m., $20-$45, societycabaret.com. Hotel Rex, 
562 Sutter, San Francisco, 433-4434, jdvhotels.com. 

GIBBSMO Holiday Craptacular: S.F. Food Bank benefit 
with Marc & The Casuals, Roy Loney, Penelope 
Houston, Spiral Stairs, Kelley Stoltz, Happy Valley 
Singers, Sweet Chariot, and more Thu., Dec. 18, 7 


p.m., $15 (plus non-perishable food donation). Make- 
Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 

Golden Bough: Christmas in a Celtic Land: Fri., Dec. 
19, 8 p.m., $14-$17. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, San Francisco, 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

The Golden Girls: The Christmas Episodes: Starring 
Heklina, Cookie Dough, Matthew Martin, Pollo Del 
Mar, and guests. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Dec. 21, $25, goldengirlssf.eventbrite. 
com. Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-7576, victoriatheatre.org. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A Cathe- 
dral Christmas: Dec. 13-14, 3 p.m.; Mon., Dec. 15, 
7 p.m.; Dec. 20-21, 3 p.m., $15-$50, cityboxoffice. 
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com. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco, 
149-6300, gracecathedral.org. 

The Great Dickens Christmas Fair & Victorian 
Holiday Party: Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 21, $12-$30, dickensfair. 
com. Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva, Daly City, 404-4111, 
cowpalace.com. 

Grrrl Brigade: Peace on Earth: Dec. 13-14, 2 & 6 p.m., 
$15-$20. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., San 
Francisco, 273-4633, dancemission.com. 

The Guardsmen Holiday Tree Lot: Through Dec. 21, 
9 a.m.-9 p.m., free, guardsmentreelot.com. Fort 
Mason, Festival Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco, 
292-3531, fortmason.org. 

Guitar Player's 10th Anniversary Holiday Bash: 
With Jimmy Leslie, Michael Molenda, James Nash, 
Shelly Doty, Eric McFadden, and more Fri., Dec. 19, 
9:30 p.m., $15. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 673-8000, boomboomblues.com. 

Harry Shearer & Judith Owen: Christmas Without 
Tears: Tue., Dec. 16, 8 p.m., $30-$70. The Addition, 
1330 Fillmore, San Francisco, 655-6500, thead- 
dition.com. 

History for Half Pints: Holiday Crafts: Sat., Dec. 
13, 12-4 p.m., $5 (free with RSVP), h4hpdecem- 
ber.eventbrite.com. California Historical Society 
Museum, 678 Mission, San Francisco, 357-1848, 
californiahistoricalsociety.org. 

Ho Ho Holiday Comedy & Variety Show: Featuring 
Carrie Avritt, Cassandra Gorgeous, Anthony Guzman, 
Brad Loekle, Pete Munoz, Demar Randy, Emily 
Epstein White, and Santa's Helpers. Sun., Dec. 14, 7 
p.m., $10 (free with wrapped toy donation), facebook. 
com/HellaGayComedyShow. Pa’ina, 1865 Post, San 
Francisco, 829-2642, painasf.com. 

Holiday Crafts Day: Sat., Dec. 13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
free. Randall Museum, 199 Museum, San Francisco, 
554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

Holiday Curtain Call: With Bill Cooper and Barry Lloyd. 
Sat., Dec. 13, 7 p.m., $10-$25, societycabaret.com. 
Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, San Francisco, 433-4434, 
jdvhotels.com. 

Holiday Gifty: Winter Open House: Sat., Dec. 13, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 12-5 p.m., free, thecruci- 
ble.org/gifty-2014. The Crucible, 1260 Seventh St., 
Oakland, 510-444-0919, thecrucible.org. 

Holiday Ice Rink at Embarcadero Center: Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, $6-$10 (+ $4 for skate rentals), embar- 
caderocenter.com. Justin Herman Plaza, 1 Market, 
San Francisco, 772-0700. 

Holiday Lights Cruise: Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 27, $30-$45. Blue and Gold Fleet, Pier 
39, San Francisco, 773-1188, blueandgoldfleet.com. 

Holiday Revels Mask Making: Sat., Dec. 13, 2-4 p.m., 
free with RSVP (required), sfshakes.org/special/ 
fall2014.html. Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga, 
San Francisco, 561-4000, presidioofficersclub.com. 

Home for “all of” the Holidays: With the San Fran- 
cisco Bay Area Theatre Company. Mon., Dec. 22, 
8 p.m., $29-$50 ($9 for students), sfbatco.com. 
Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 
641-7657, brava.org. 

How the Grouch Stole Christmas: With the Grouch & 
Eligh, CunninLynguists, DJ Abilities, DJ Fresh, Sun- 
spot, and Scarub Fri., Dec. 19, 9 p.m., $22.50-$32.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 
346-6000, thefillmore.com. 

The Immaculate Reception: C4NM Holiday Party: 
Sun., Dec. 14, 4-8 p.m., $10-$15. Center for New 
Music, 55 Taylor, San Francisco, 275-2466, center- 
fornewmusic.com. 

Improvised Holiday Musical: BATS Improv's Xmas 
show has all the cheer of a regular holiday musical, 
except nobody knows any of the words in advance. 
Dec. 26-27, 8 p.m., $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, San Francisco, 474-6776. 

It's a Wonderful Life: Mon., Dec. 22, 2:30, 5:15 & 8 p.m. 
Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

Joey DeFrancesco Trio: Home for the Holidays: Thu., 
Dec. 11, 8 & 10 p.m., $24. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Em- 


barcadero W., Oakland, 510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

Karla LaVey's 17th Annual Black X Mass: With Bite, 
Pachuco Cadaver, Kitten on the Keys, Theremin 
Barney, Chackra Fuker, KrOB, and more Thu., Dec. 
25, 9 p.m., $10, facebook.com/pages/Black-X- 
Mass/165504410159212. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Katabatik Winter Solstice: With Group Rhoda, Soriah 
+ RMS, Brandon Nickell, Mnemoth, Marmot, Fluo- 
rescent Grey, Dimentia, Synchronicity Frequency, 
Nada, Anthony Bissett, and more. Sat., Dec. 20, 9 
p.m., $12-$20, katabatik.org. The Palace Theater, 
1445 23rd Ave., Oakland, 510-995-6563, palacet- 
heateroakland.com. 

Katya ... A Holiday Spectacular: With Katya Smirn- 
off-Skyy. Dec. 20-21, 7 p.m., $30-$45. Feinstein’s 
at the Nikko, 222 Mason, San Francisco, 394-1111, 
hotelnikkosf.com. 

KFOG Concert for Kids: UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital and Toys for Tots benefit concert with David 
Gray, Young Rising Sons, and James Bay. Sat., Dec. 
13, 7 p.m., $30-$125 advance, kfog.com. City National 
Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose, 408-792-4145, 
sanjosetheaters.org. 

KFOG Concert for Kids: UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital and Toys for Tots benefit concert with The 
Head & The Heart and Wild Cub. Mon., Dec. 15, 7 p.m., 
$30-$143 advance, kfog.com. The Masonic, 1111 Cali- 
fornia, San Francisco, 877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

Kimochi's Silver Bells Arts & Crafts and Food Faire: 
Sat., Dec. 13, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., free, kimochi-inc.org. 


Young the Giant, at Live 
105 Not So Silent Night, 
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Coliseum, Oakland, 510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

Live 105 Not So Silent Night: With Imagine Dragons, 
Alt-J, Interpol, Cage the Elephant, Spoon, and Vance 
Joy. Sat., Dec. 13, 6 p.m., $39.50-$69.50 advance, 
livel05.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 
510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

Live 105 Soundcheck Holiday Party: With Glass 
Animals, Royal Blood, The Trims, Fritz Montana, 
and DJ Aaron Axelsen. Wed., Dec. 10, 9 p.m., $18 
advance. DNA Lounge, 375 1ith St., San Francisco, 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Lunasa: Celtic Christmas: Thu., Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m., 
$25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco, 
866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Magnificat: Cavalli - A Venetian Christmas Mass: 
Sun., Dec. 21, 4 p.m., $30-$35, sfems.org. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 0'Farrell, San Francisco, 928- 
7770, stmarks-sf.org. 

Mark Foehringer's Nutcracker Sweets: Dec. 13-14, 
11 a.m. & 2 p.m.; Dec. 20-21, 11 a.m., 2 & 4 p.m., 
$18.50-$28.50, nutcrackersweets.org. Fort Mason, 
Cowell Theater, Marina, San Francisco, 345-7575, 
fortmason.org. 

The MeshugaNutcracker!: Through Dec. 14, $54-$72, 
themeshuganutcracker.com. Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter, San Francisco, 673-6672, 
marineclub.com/theatre.php. 

The Misfit Toy Factory IV: Annual live art show in 
which 40 local artists make sculptures, toys, and 
gifts for immediate purchase at $40 each. Sat., 
Dec. 13, 6-10:30 p.m., free. Root Division Pop-Up 





———_—_—_———— 
ee 
EEE - 
EE — 





St. Mary's Cathedral, 1111 Gough, San Francisco, 
567-4040, stmarycathedralsf.org. 

The Kinsey Sicks: Oy Vey in a Manger: Sat., Dec. 13, 8 
p.m., $25-$55, kinseysicks.com. Castro Theatre, 429 
Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Kitka: Wintersongs: Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., $15-$30, 
kitka.org. Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 
Sacramento, San Francisco, 776-5552, oldfirst.org. 

The Klezmatics: Happy Joyous Hanukkah: Sun., Dec. 
21,7 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San 
Francisco, 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

KMEL Holiday House of Soul: With Jhené Aiko, SZA, 
The Internet, Willow Smith, Adrian Marcel, BJ The Chi- 
cago Kid, and Anderson .Paak. Wed., Dec. 10, 8 p.m., 
$36-$50, kmel.com. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco, 345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Latke Ball 2014: With DJs Miles and Shmumer Wed., 
Dec. 24, 9 p.m., $30-$55, jewishfed.org/latke- 
ball2014. Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, San Francisco, 
693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

Lesbians Who Tech & StartOut Holiday Party: 
Wed., Dec. 10, 6:30-9 p.m., $15 suggested donation, 
lesbianswhotech.org. Slate Bar, 2925 16th St., San 
Francisco, 558-8521, slate-sf.com. 

Live 105 Not So Silent Night: With Linkin Park, Fall Out 
Boy, Rise Against, Young the Giant, Future Islands, 
and Walk the Moon. Fri., Dec. 12, 6 p.m., $39.50- 
$69.50 advance, livel05.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 
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Gallery, 1059 Market, San Francisco, 863-7668, 
rootdivision.org. 

Mittens & Mistletoe: A Winter Circus Cabaret: Sweet 
Can Productions holiday variety show featuring 
circus performers and more. Dec. 19-24; Dec. 26-28, 
$15-$65, sweetcanproductions.com. Dance Mission 
Theater, 3316 24th St., San Francisco, 273-4633, 
dancemission.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: The Bunny Pistol Holiday 
Special: Featuring Bunny Pistol, Szandora LaVey, 
Sassy Hotbuns, Sid Scenic, Rizzo Rogue, and Lola 
Martinet. Mon., Dec. 22, 9 p.m., $7-$12. DNA Lounge, 
375 Tith St., San Francisco, 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Moscow Ballet: Great Russian Nutcracker: Fri., 
Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $28-$98.75 advance, nutcracker. 
com. Flint Center, 21250 Stevens Creek, Cupertino, 
408-864-8820, flintcenter.com. 

Moscow Ballet: Great Russian Nutcracker: Sat., 
Dec. 20, 3 & 7 p.m., $34-$181 advance, nutcracker. 
com. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. 
Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfar- 
gocenterarts.org. 

The Muppet Christmas Carol: Sun., Dec. 21, 2:30 p.m., 
$8.50. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

New Century Chamber Orchestra: Holiday Favorites: 
With the San Francisco Girls Chorus Sat., Dec. 20, 
8 p.m., $29-$61, ncco.org. Nourse Theatre, 275 





Hayes, San Francisco, 563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 

Night at the Jewseum: Light: Hanukkah after-hours 
party with music by Happy Fangs, glow-in-the-dark 
ping pong, snacks, cocktails, and more. Thu., Dec. 
18, 6-9 p.m., $5. Contemporary Jewish Museum, 
736 Mission, San Francisco, 655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Noir City Xmas: Eddie Muller hosts a distinctly 
unjolly Christmas double feature: 0. Henry's Full 
House (1952) — an anthology pairing five directors 
with five short scripts dealing with crime, poverty, 
illness, and, in avery ironic way, the spirit of holiday 
giving — and The Curse of the Cat People (1944), 
a peculiar winter's tale about a lonely young girl 
whose overactive imagination steers her toward 
tragedy. Wed., Dec. 17, 7 p.m., $10 advance, noircity. 
com. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Oakland Ballet Company: Graham Lustig’s The 
Nutcracker: Sat., Dec. 20, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 21, 
2 p.m., $22-$70.50, oaklandballet.org. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, 
paramounttheatre.com. 

Oakland East Bay Symphony: Let Us Break Bread 
Together - A Holiday Tribute to Pete Seeger: 
Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., $15-$55, oebs.org. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510-465-6400, 
paramounttheatre.com. 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir: Wed., Dec. 24, 7 & 
9:30 p.m., $15. Slim's, 333 11th St., San Francisco, 
255-0333, slimspresents.com. 

Oakland Youth Chorus’ 40th Anniversary Holiday 
Concert: Sat., Dec. 13, 6 p.m., $5-$20, oaklan- 
dyouthchorus.org. First Presbyterian Church of 
Oakland, 2619 Broadway, Oakland, 510-444-3555, 
firstchurchoakland.org. 

Oddball Holiday Ball with Eric McFadden & The 
Fantastic Freaks: Fri., Dec. 12, 10 p.m., $15-$18. 
Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Parol Lantern Festival & Parade: Filipino holiday 
celebration presented by Kularts. Sat., Dec. 13, 
5 p.m., free, kularts.org. Yerba Buena Gardens, 
Fourth St. & Mission, San Francisco, 284-9589, 
yerbabuenagardens.com. 

Paula Poundstone’s Fifth Annual Ha Ha Ho Ho 
Holiday Comedy Show: Fri., Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $35- 
$53.65 advance. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San 
Francisco, 567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

Popscene’s 2014 Holiday Gala: With Moving Units, 
plus DJs Aaron Axelsen & Omar Thu., Dec. 18, 9:30 
p.m., $13-$15, popscene-sf.com. Rickshaw Stop, 155 
Fell, San Francisco, 861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

Posada Navidefia: Fri., Dec. 19, 7 p.m., $5-$10. Wells 
Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. Springs Rd., 
Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfargocenterarts. 
org. 

Ragazzi Boys Chorus: Wintersong: Sun., Dec. 14, 4 
p.m., $14-$17, ragazzi.org. Old First Presbyterian 
Church, 1751 Sacramento, San Francisco, 776-5552, 
oldfirst.org. 

Ragazzi Continuo: Tidings of Comfort: Sat., Dec. 20, 
7:30 p.m., $15-$20, ragazzicontinuo.org. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 0'Farrell, San Francisco, 928- 
7770, stmarks-sf.org. 

Russ Lorenson: Christmas in San Francisco: Featuring 
Carly Ozard and the Kelly Park Big Band. Thu., Dec. 
tl, 8 p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein's at the Nikko, 222 
Mason, San Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Safeway Holiday Ice Rink: Through Jan. 19, 2015, 
10 a.m.-11:30 p.m., $7-Si1 (+ $6 for skate rentals), 
unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

San Francisco Bazaar Holiday Show: Dec. 13-14, 
11 a.m.-6 p.m., free, sanfranciscobazaar.org. Fort 
Mason, Herbst Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco, 
345-7500, fortmason.org. 

San Francisco Choral Artists: Postcards from 
Abroad: Sat., Dec. 13, 8 p.m., $12-$30, sfca.org. St. 
Mark's Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
928-7770, stmarks-sf.org. 

San Francisco Choral Society: A Festival of Carols: 
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Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., $12-$15, sfchoral.org. First 
Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco, 
1187 Franklin, San Francisco, 292-4892, uusf.org. 

San Francisco City Chorus: Sing-Along Messiah & 
Holiday Fair: Sun., Dec. 14, 7 p.m., $10, sfcitychorus. 
org/messiah. Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 201 
Eucalyptus, San Francisco, 564-8833, lakesidesf.org. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: Dancers, Prancers, 
and Vixens: Fri., Dec. 12, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 13, 2 & 
8 p.m., $25-$65, sfgmc.org. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, San Francisco, 563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: 25 Christmas 
Eves (and Counting) - 25th Annual Home for 
the Holidays: Wed., Dec. 24, 5, 7 &9 p.m., $25-$35. 
Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band: Dance- 
Along Nutcracker - Frosty’s Hawaiian Holiday: 
Sat., Dec. 13, 2:30 & 7 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 14, 11a.m. & 3 
p.m., $10-$50. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: A Festival of 
Lessons & Carols: Sat., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m., free, 
sfrvoices.org. Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
1329 Seventh Ave., San Francisco, 664-2543, seven- 
thavenuechurch.org. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: Fifth Annual 
Boar's Head Festival & Mid-Winter Gala: Sat., 
Jan. 3, 8 p.m., $25-$50, sfrvoices.org. Seventh 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1329 Seventh Ave., 





San Francisco, 664-2543, seventhavenuechurch.org. 
SantaCon 2014: Sat., Dec. 13, noon. Multiple San Fran- 
cisco Locations, Multiple addresses, San Francisco. 
The Santaland Diaries: Dec. 17-24, $15-$25, com- 
binedartform.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

Saturdays Unplugged: Hanukkah: With Saul Good- 
man’s Klezmer Band Sat., Dec. 20, 4 p.m., free. 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 
California, San Francisco, 292-1200, jccsf.org. 

SewDown & SuperSugarRayRay’s Holiday Bazaar: 
Independent fashion, craft, and design shopping 
party with music by DJs Mozhgan, Lisbona, JOill, and 
Wichita Ron. Sun., Dec. 14, 2-8 p.m., free. Monarch, 101 
Sixth St., San Francisco, 284-9774, monarchsf.com. 

S.F. Eagle Xmas Party: Thu., Dec. 18, 7 p.m. S.F. Eagle, 
398 12th St., San Francisco, 626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

S.F. Symphony: Peter and the Wolf: With Rita Moreno. 
Sun., Dec. 14, 1& 4 p.m., $15-$65. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, 
sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Handel's Messiah: Dec. 18-20, 8 p.m., 
$15-$154. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San 
Francisco, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - Live!: 
Fri., Dec. 19, 4 p.m.; Dec. 20-24, 2 p.m.; Dec. 21-23, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$75. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

S.F. Symphony: Home Alone: Holiday film screening 
with the Ragazzi Boys Chorus, San Francisco Boys 
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Chorus, and San Francisco Girls Chorus. Dec. 12-13, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco, 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

SFFD Toy Drive & Pancake Breakfast: Hosted by the 
Guardsmen. Sat., Dec. 13, 9 a.m.-noon, $25 (free for 
kids under 12 with toy donation), guardsmen.org. 
Fort Mason, Festival Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco, 
292-3531, fortmason.org. 

SFMADE Holiday Gift Fair 2014: Dec. 13-14, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., free, sfmade.org. Fort Mason, Fort Mason, San 
Francisco, 345-7500, fortmason.org. 

Sharon McKnight: Twisted Xmas - A Druid’s View of 
the Holidays: Thu., Dec. 18, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 27, 8 
p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Sing You a Merry Christmas: Sat., Dec. 13, 11 a.m.; 
Sat., Dec. 20, 11 a.m., $10-$25, cityboxoffice.com. 
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco, 
149-6300, gracecathedral.org. 

SMILE Christmas Extravaganza: With Paige & The 
Thousand, Slaybells, Uni & Her Ukulele, Diana 
Gameros, Karina Denike, Hélene Renaut, and The 
Aerosols. Fri., Dec. 12, 8 p.m. Viracocha, 998 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: 
Dec. 10-14, $51-$68, smuinballet.org. Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro, Mountain 
View, 650-903-6000, mountainview.gov/mvcpa. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: Dec. 
18-21; Dec. 23-24; Dec. 26-27, $24-$67, smuinballet. 


S.F. Symphony: Home 
Alone, Dec. 12713 
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org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 700 
Howard, San Francisco, 495-6360, ybca.org. 

Snow Village at the Hyatt Regency: Featuring daily 
snowfalls at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30, 
free. Hyatt Regency San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero 
Center, San Francisco, 788-1234, sanfranciscore- 
gency.hyatt.com. 

Soul 4 the Season: With Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, 
Terrie Odabi, and Dana Moret Fri., Dec. 19, 7:30 & 10 
p.m., $24-$36 advance. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, 
San Francisco, 292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

Soul 4 the Season: With Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, 
Terrie Odabi, and Dana Moret. Tue., Dec. 23, 8 p.m., 
$19. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 
510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
With The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir. Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 4 p.m.; Tue., 
Dec. 23, 8:30 p.m.; Wed., Dec. 24, 2 & 7 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 21, $20-$25, lhtsf.org. Fort 
Mason, Southside Theater, Marina, San Francisco, 
fortmason.org. 

SPCA Holiday Windows at Macy's: The San Francisco 
SPCA hosts its 28th annual pet adoption displays in 
the windows of the downtown Macy's store. Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, free, sfspca.org. Macy's Union Square, 
170 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 397-3333, macys.com. 

St. Anthony's Christmas Dinner: Free meal open 
to all, with volunteers arriving at 6 a.m. and food 
service beginning at 10. Thu., Dec. 25, 6 a.m.-2 p.m., 
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free. St. Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, San Francisco, 
www.stanthonysf.org. 

St. Anthony's Curbside Drive: Donate canned food, 
hygiene items, warm clothing, or cold cash to help 
St. A's low-income assistance programs. Dec. 20- 
21, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Dec. 22-24, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. St. 
Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, San Francisco, www. 
stanthonysf.org. 

St. Anthony's Holiday Kids’ Party: Seasonal games, 
gifts, and a visit from Santa for the patients and 
families of St. Anthony's low-income pediatric clinic. 
Wed., Dec. 17, 2-5 p.m. St. Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, 
San Francisco, www.stanthonysf.org. 

St. Anthony's Interfaith Homeless Memorial: A short 
service at St. Anthony's Dining Room (121 Golden 
Gate) is followed by a march to Civic Center Plaza 
for a candlelight vigil in honor of homeless residents 
who passed away in 2014. Thu., Dec. 18, 4:30 p.m., 
free. St. Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, San Francisco, 
www.stanthonysf.org. 

St. Francis Sugar Tree: Candy Christmas tree created 
by pastry chef Jean-Francois Houdré. Through Jan. 
2, 2015. The Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, San 
Francisco, 397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 

St. Francis Sweet Shoppe: Saturdays, Sundays, 11 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 21. The Westin 
St. Francis, 335 Powell, San Francisco, 397-7000, 
westinstfrancis.com. 

Stars of Wonder: With the Young Women’s Chorus of 
San Francisco. Sat., Dec. 13, 8 p.m., $10-$35, ywcp. 
org. First Congregational Church - Berkeley, 2345 
Channing, Berkeley, 510-848-3696, fccb.org. 

Stars of Wonder: With the Prelude Chorus, Allegro 
Chorus, and Young Women's Chorus of San Francisco. 
Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., $5-$30, ywcp.org. Calvary 
Presbyterian Church, 2515 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
346-3832, calvarypresbyterian.org. 

Third Annual Fillmore Holiday Marketplace: Thu., Dec. 
11, 4-9 p.m., free, facebook.com/TheFillmoreDistrict. 
West Bay Conference Center, 1290 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 749-6470, www.westbaysf.org. 

Tinsel in Tomorrowland: After-hours holiday party 
for adults ages 18+. Fri., Dec. 12, 7-10 p.m., $12-$15, 
waltdisney.org/animate-your-night. The Walt Disney 
Family Museum, 104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 
345-6800, waltdisney.org. 

‘Tis the Season for Science: Through Jan. 4, 2015. 
California Academy of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 379-8000, calacademy.org. 

Tom & Jerry Christmas Tree: Named for the life 
partners who decorate their home (as opposed 
to the famous cartoon characters), this yearly 
seasonal display provides an extravagant visual 
feast for the senses, with Santa making a personal 
appearance between 6:30-9:30 p.m. from Dec. 10-24. 
Dec. 10-31. Tom & Jerry Christmas Tree, 3560 21st 
St., San Francisco. 

Windham Hill Winter Solstice Concert: With Barbara 
Higbie, Will Ackerman, and Liz Story Fri., Dec. 19, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
San Francisco, 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Winter Walk S.F.: A pop-up holiday pedestrian plaza 
next to Union Park on Stockton between Geary and 
Ellis. Through Jan. 1, 2015, free, visitunionsquaresf. 
com/event/winter_walk_sf. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, San Francisco, 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

WomenSing: Ring the Bells: Sun., Dec. 14, 4 p.m., 
$10-$30, womensing.org. First Congregational 
Church - Berkeley, 2345 Channing, Berkeley, 510- 
848-3696, fccb.org. 

Wreck the Halls! A Rock & Roll Holiday Celebra- 
tion: With music by Robbie Dunbar, Al Chan, Dave 
Seabury, and Eric Dinwiddie. Sat., Dec. 20, 8 p.m., 
free. Kensington Circus Pub, 389 Colusa, Albany, 
510-524-8814, kensingtoncircuspub.com. 

Yvonne Flores: Under the Mistletoe: Fri., Dec. 19, 8 
p.m., $25-$40. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, 
San Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

ZooLights: A Holiday Light Display: Through Jan. 4, 
2015, 5:30-9 p.m., $7-$8. Oakland Zoo, 9777 Golf 
Links Rd., Oakland, 510-632-9525, oaklandzoo.org. 
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Private Lives 





The portrait photographer who showed amore honest 


Side of his famous subjects. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


In visual art, is it better to 
know nothing about an artist — abso- 
lutely nothing — before you know the 
artist's work? Should Picasso’s brutish 
behavior toward women affect how we 
see his art of women? And should Ed- 
ward Hopper’s looks — his bald pate, his 
brooding brow, his utter intensity — im- 
pact how we see his paintings? These are 
some of the questions that arise from 
“Arnold Newman: Masterclass” at the 
Contemporary Jewish Museum, which 
celebrates the lifetime of photographic 
portraits that Newman made of the fa- 
mous — not just visual artists but politi- 
clans, musicians, actors, writers, 
filmmakers, and athletes. 

Each portrait is a complex look 
at people we think we already know. 
Marilyn Monroe? She’s the sex goddess 
who was always “on” and always allur- 
ing — except under Newman's gaze, 
she isn’t. John F. Kennedy? He’s the 
president who single-handedly stared 
down Cuba, accelerated America’s 
space program, and initiated the Peace 
Corps — except under Newman’s lens, 
Kennedy is surrounded by a phalanx of 
advisers on whom he relied, all of them 


smiling or laughing. Each image up- 
ends popular perceptions and reveals 
something hidden, something internal, 
about Newman’s subject. 

So it is with his snapshots of Hop- 
per, Marcel Duchamp, and other visual 
artists whose art is instantly recogniz- 
able — even if the artists themselves 
are not. In three decades of relishing 
Hopper’s canvases, I'd never seen a 
photo of him until taking in “Arnold 
Newman: Masterclass,” which features 
a 1960 image that Newman worked 
and worked to orchestrate. Hopper 
rarely opened up about his life or his 
art in interviews, and the people in his 
paintings are similarly shut off from 
others (see his 1963 work Intermission, 
which SFMOMA acquired in 2012). 

But Hopper allowed Newman into 
his inner circle, at least for the dura- 
tion of the shoot at Hopper’s Cape 
Cod summer home. Newman studied 
to be a painter, so he had that in com- 
mon with Hopper. While with Hopper 
and Hopper’s wife, Josephine, New- 
man witnessed the couple’s volatility, 
and his photo has them at a great 
distance, with Hopper sitting as far as 
possible from the woman with whom 
— in private — he would frequently 
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Know Your Street Art 


Street Stickers 


Bay Bridge Toll Plaza 


The history of street-art stick- 
ering is a history of big names and big mo- 
ments. In the late 1980s, Shepard Fairey 
established his career with Andre the Gi- 
ant stickers that he plastered around Prov- 
idence, R.I. In the 1990s, Barry McGee 
used San Francisco's Mission District as a 
base for his letter and face adhesives. And 
in the 2000s, stickering became a bona 
fide global art form, with sticker artists 
covering highly visible spaces in Paris, To- 
kyo, and other urban centers. In the Bay 
Area, the year 2014 has seen a new wrin- 
kle to the art form: The widespread stick- 
ering of the Bay Bridge toll plaza. 

The plaza’s railings, walls, and lane 
dividers are covered with adhesives, 
placed there by drivers who lean out 
their windows while stuck in traffic. 

The drivers risk fines and even arrest, 
but what they get in return is priceless: 
sticker placement that, every day, reach- 
es hundreds of thousands of people go- 
ing from the East Bay to San Francisco. 


The stickers are definitely artistic, says 
Sellassie, the native San Francisco rap 
artist who has affixed his “Stop Hatin’ 
in the Bay” adhesives on almost every 
lane at the plaza. Like good pop art, the 
stickers are designed to resonate quickly 
with viewers. 

“They’re art,’ he says. “I’ve made the 
stickers simple, so you can read them in 
two seconds and know what they are.” 

Sellassie’s stickers are especially 
daring because they’re placed on the 
toll-takers’ outside doors where cars 
stop to pay tolls, unlike the other 
drivers’ stickers, which are put on the 
railings that lead up to or away from 
the toll plaza. The reason Sellassie has 
such prime position: He asks permission 
from the toll-takers, quickly explaining 
to them that his message espouses 
progressive, peaceful music. Most of the 
time, Sellassie says, the toll-takers give 
him approval. 

“Right before I pull up, I'll have my 
sticker ready. And I'll pay the toll person. 
And Ill ask very politely,” Sellassie says. 
“TIL say, ‘I'm Sellassie. I represent San 
Francisco hip-hop. May I please place 
my sticker here. And most of them will 
say, Yeah, go right ahead.’ A very small 
percentage will say ‘no. Everything I do 
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in my life is with ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ 
and ‘may I have.’ I ask for what I want, 
and I’m not afraid to be told ‘no.’ I don’t 
want to get Caltrans employees in trou- 
ble. I never do it where they don’t see it. 
It’s not a question of malice. I ask.” 

The stickers at the Bay Bridge toll 
plaza reflect the full range of urban 
stickers, including U.S. Postal Service 
mailing labels that have been repur- 
posed with wild lettering. While Sellass- 
ie’s stickers have been up for months 





— he started placing them at the plaza 
about a year ago — all the stickering is 
eventually removed, says Sean Wilken- 
feld, an Oakland officer with the Cali- 
fornia Highway Patrol. Stickering the 
Bay Bridge toll plaza is illegal, and those 
caught can face penalties up to $10,000 
and prosecution. Wilkenfeld says it’s up 
to the Alameda County District Attor- 
ney’s office to decide each case. 

“It’s vandalism,” Wilkenfeld says. 
“Any time people deface state property, 


Mike Koozmin 
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bicker. Newman sprinkles his photos 
with clues to his subjects’ lives. In- 
stead of being impromptu snapshots, 
they are intricate testimonies directed 
by Newman. 

With Duchamp, the clues are in the 
string and shadows that envelop the 
artist in Newman’s 1942 photo. Taken 
at a landmark art exhibit called First 
Papers of Surrealism, the image puts 
Duchamp behind the layers of twine 
that Duchamp had strung throughout 
the show at a large Manhattan man- 
sion. Dressed in suit and tie, hand in 
his pocket, Duchamp is looking away, 
with shadows covering his cheek and 
even his eyes. We see Duchamp but 
can’t see him. 

Newman, who meticulously re- 
searched his subjects, knew that Du- 
champ opposed art that appealed only 
to the visual senses. Duchamp disliked 
painting for painting’s sake. Du- 
champ’s famous “readymades” — like 
the urinal he exhibited in 1917 — were 
meant to detach artgoers’ reliance on 
an object’s looks, and to stoke inter- 
nal reactions. Newman, who studied 
painting on scholarship at the Univer- 
sity of Miami, understood Duchamp’s 
“anti-retinal” principles, which were 
at odds with much of the art estab- 
lishment. He understood one of visual 
art’s central contradictions: At its most 
sublime, art should appeal to artgoers’ 
internal instincts. 

That’s why Newman’s images — es- 
pecially of painters, sculptors, and oth- 
er photographers — are so rewarding, 
and why “Arnold Newman: Master- 
class” is one of the most engaging ex- 
hibitions to come to the Bay Area this 
year. Organized by the Foundation for 
the Exhibition of Photography and the 
Harry Ransom Center, “Arnold New- 


it uses tax dollars to remedy the situa- 
tion. If somebody graffities a sound wall 
on a freeway, your tax dollars are going 
to pay to get that removed. If someone 
puts a bunch of stickers on something, 
eventually we're going to pay someone 
to go out there are remove the stickers. 
Because it’s a toll plaza with active lanes 
of traffic, it increases the cost to do that. 
So if we remove a sticker with offensive 
words, we're going to have to close down 
that toll-plaza lane, we’re going to have 
to have a truck show up to protect the 
workers removing it, and then we have 
to have worker remove it. So it costs a 
lot of money to remove these things.” 

Stickers cost just a few cents to 
produce, but their value can quickly es- 
calate. Shepard Fairey’s Andre the Giant 
and Barack Obama stickers now sell for 
upwards of $500 on eBay. “In my opin- 
ion,” Fairey has said, “stickers are the 
most effective promotional tool possible 
for the price.” 

Sellassie agrees. “Stop Hatin’ in the 
Bay” is a positive message, he says, and 
it gives people in rushhour commutes 
something interesting to consider. Scores 
of people have contacted Sellassie to tell 
him they’ve seen his toll plaza stickers. 
Poster versions of his stickers have sold 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


man: Masterclass” is the first posthu- 
mous retrospective of Newman’s work. 
Newman died in 2006 at age 88. He 
was known for his photos of famous 
people, taken for the world’s most 
prestigious publications, but Newman 
didn’t relish “celebrities.” 

“Tam interested,” he once wrote, 
“in what motivates individuals, what 
they do with their lives, their personal- 
ities, and how I perceive and interpret 
them.” In that way, Newman’s photos 
are important supplements to the 
work of artists like Duchamp and Hop- 
per. They answer — not too easily — 
questions that will always linger about 
the artists’ lives and their deepest 
motivations. 


The swishes and swirls that ema- 
nate from Keira Kotler’s abstract paint- 
ings are subtle but still intoxicating. 
Kotler takes a single color and then plays 
with its tone and texture, mimicking the 
way light will shift a small spot while 
leaving other spots unchanged. “Keira 
Kotler: I Look for Light,” at Brian Gross 
Fine Art, reaches its apotheosis with Ma- 
genta Meditation, a small work (not quite 
3-by-3 feet) that changes complexion de- 
pending on how close you stand. Even at 
a distance, Magenta Meditation has a pull 
that is undeniable. 


“Arnold Newman: Masterclass” 
Through Feb. 1 at the Contemporary 
Jewish Museum, 

736 Mission, S.F. Tickets: $5-$10; 
655-7800 or thecjm.org 


“Keira Kotler: I Look for Light” 
Through Dec. 20 at Brian Gross Fine 
Art, 248 Utah, S.F. 

Admission is free; 788-1050 or 
briangrossfineart.com 


for high amounts to people who see 
them in storefronts and cafes and like 
their lettering, layout, and message. 

Caltrans, whose workers are respon- 
sible for maintaining and operating the 
toll plaza, considers the stickers “deface- 
ment” and “graffiti” — though a spokes- 
person says he can see why some people 
might classify them as “art.” 

“We take a lot of pride in state 
structures,” says Caltrans spokesperson 
Myeast McCauley. “There are cultural 
trends, and we may see graffiti, we may 
see outlines like when Banksy was popu- 
lar. And apparently, stickering is a popu- 
lar thing that folks are doing right now.” 

But stickering has always been pop- 
ular. And Sellassie, who's 37, says art — 
like anything else — rewards those with 
the temerity to be bold. “In San Francis- 
co, street art and street posters were a big 
thing when I was growing up,” he says. 
“All the artists had stickers. They put 
them everywhere. And I’m keeping that 
tradition alive. Artists can be lazy. I put 
my posters and stickers up everywhere. 
There are 100,000 artists in the Bay Area, 
and many of them don’t take advantage 
of things like that. You see my stickers 
on the Bay Bridge because I’m ambitious 
enough to put them there.” JC 
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Fair-Trade Sex 
Hard to Find 


I know you don’t run an advice 
column, but I was wondering about some- 
thing and others may be curious as well. I've 
never hired a sex worker, but I was recently di- 
agnosed with a terminal illness (though it 
doesn't show yet). Since I wouldn't want to lie 
to women about that, it'll be difficult to date. 
But it would be nice to have sex again. ... 

Though I might not ever follow up on 
this, the first step would definitely be to 
find a professional whos in the business by 
choice, and isn't being abused or coerced by 
someone (or by an addiction). Is there some 
kind of resource for finding sex workers who 
are in positive situations? You know, kind 
of like a fair-trade sex-work certification. 
Maybe an organization or green pages? 
Or is this something that’s inherently 
impossible to regulate while sex work is 
criminalized? Just wondering if youd have 
any insight from your perspective. 
Either way, thanks for your 
advocacy and an inter- 
esting column. — Con- 
sciously Curious 

First of all, 
please accept my 
sincerest condo- 
lences about your 
diagnosis, CC. I’ve 
had several clients 
over the years who 
have faced some 
kind of medical 
crisis, and navigating 
dating and sexuality in 
such times can be over- 
whelming. But physical affec- 
tion can be a crucial part of coping with 
illness, so seeking out a provider to meet 
those needs can be very beneficial. 

I get questions like yours a lot. It’s no 
surprise that in the Bay Area, where Pri- 
uses dominate the freeways and organic 
coffee is cherished, people would want 
their sex to be fair trade as well — and 
rightfully so. Exploitation is anything 
but sexy. 

Avoiding and preventing that ex- 
ploitation is a priority for both providers 
and clients. But the truth is, CC, there is 
no easy answer to this one. Just as you 
suspected, the type of “fair-trade sex- 
work certification” you dream of is hard 
to come by while the work is criminalized. 

The sex industry is not dangerous by 
nature. But when the work is illegal, it at- 
tracts criminals who desire to keep their 
business dealings underground. This 
contributes to exploitation and abuse, 
because victims within the industry are 
unable to access the judicial system with- 
out fear of being prosecuted themselves. 

Even something as simple as an ad- 
vertising platform that asks providers 
to upload photo identification to prove 
they are of legal age can be problematic, 
because that platform then has access to 
the legal names, addresses, and photos 
of sex workers — evidence that could be 





CVA Lu 


(DRAWN RANDOMLY FROM ALL ENTRIES 
RECEIVED AT THE END OF THE PROMOTION) 


32 | DECEMBER 10-16, 2014 | 












@/ : 
resier/isabeldte™ 


BS ARUAL > THE ETHICAL JOHN 


used to prosecute them with prostitu- 
tion-related offenses. 

There isn't a fail-safe way to ensure 
the sex worker you see is in what you 
would consider a “positive situation.” 

So when choosing a provider, you have 
to rely on tools similar to those we sex 
workers use to stay safe — mainly inter- 
net research and pure gut instinct. 

Start by researching providers to 
see what their internet presence is like; 
see if they are active on social media, 
or if they have reviews of their services 
posted. If something seems strange or 
gives you a funny feeling, go with that 
instinct and err on the side of caution. 
Sadly, as long as this profession is crim- 
inalized, the tools you have access to are 
minimal at best. 

There must be a better way, right? 

Imagine a world where a sex worker 
could simply report a crime committed 
against him or her on the job without 

fear of arrest, ridicule, or 
further violence from 
law enforcement. 
If the sex industry 
were aboveboard, 
then true crimes like 
abuse and trafficking 
would stick out like 
a sore thumb, and 
sex workers could 
be key allies in the 
fight to end that 
kind of violence. 

I was discuss- 
ing this very sub- 
ject with a client the 
other evening and he 
said, with great convic- 
tion, “There should be an 

app for that.” 

There most certainly should. San 
Francisco is the heart of both the tech 
industry and the sex-worker rights 
movement, so why hasn’t somebody 
figured this out yet? 

If the type of certification that you're 
suggesting did exist, CC, it would have 
to be free or on a sliding scale so all sex 
workers could access it. But staffing 
and overseeing an organization like this 
would cost money, so finding a way to 
fund it would be critical. 

But I know there are plenty of 
tech-savvy, social-justice-minded folks 
in this city with money to burn anda 
soft spot in their hearts for sex workers. 

So while what you're suggesting 
doesn’t yet exist, San Francisco seems 
like the place where it will probably pop 
up first. 

In the meantime, supporting organi- 
zations like the Saint James Infirmary 
(an occupational health clinic for sex 
workers), Red Light Legal (legal aid), 
and the Sex Worker Outreach Project 
(an education and advocacy organiza- 
tion) is a great way to make a positive 
contribution to those in the sex in- 
dustry, whether they be in a “positive” 
situation or not. 
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American Punk Rock Story 


Okay people, I’ve solved it. I’ve 
figured out the link between all the 
seasons of American Horror Story 
despite FX’s refusal to divulge it. 

Some people — mere fools — will 
tell you that each season is based on 
one of the rings of the Inferno from 
Dante’s Divine Comedy. 

Please, how pedestrian. 

The first season of AHS, called 
“Murder House,” was about infidelity. 
The second, “Asylum,” was about 
perceptions of reality and sanity. The 
third, “Coven,” was about oppression. 
This season, “Freak Show,’ is about 
The Other, or discrimination. Dante’s 
Divine Comedy has the same themes 
of sin, lust, pride, violence, and 
apostasy splattered throughout the 
epic poem. 

Also in Dante’s Inferno, our 
hero is put through the nine levels 
of hell, each worse than the one 
before it, and all are the result of 
some horrible sin. Think red-hot 
pokers up the ass, having your head 
reattached backwards, or being forced 
to watch Peter Pan Live! for all of 
eternity. AHS 
certainly has 
its share of 
really hard- 
to-watch 
gnarliness. | 
hope I never 
have to see 
someone 
benda 
hanger and 
put it inside 
themselves to 
self-abort on 
TV ever again. 

But 
comparing it 
to something 
as obvious as this is too easy. Only 
the shrewd mind of a Professional 
Bay Area Television Critic could really 
catch what is going on. I suppose 
Iam the Alan Turing of my time, 
able to break even the most difficult 
of cryptics. All seasons are indeed 
related, and here’s how: They are all 
based on Ramones songs. 

Let’s start with “Murder House,” 
the first season. A couple who have 
just lost a baby move into a big creepy 
old place and then horrible things 
start happening due to the large 
number of violent deaths that have 
taken place there. There are ghosts 
and everyone is screwing everyone 
else, too. The Ramones song, “I Don’t 
Want To Go Down In The Basement,” 
says it all in this case; something evil 
is round every corner. Same with 
“You Should Never Have Opened 
That Door” (“Mama, where’s your 
little daughter / She’s here, right 
here on the altar / You should never 
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have opened that door / Now you're 
never gonna see her no more / You 
don’t know what I can do with this ax 
/ Chop off your head, so you better 
relax”). 

Things really get rolling in season 
two, “Asylum,” though. This season 
takes place in a mental hospital 
for the criminally insane. “Teenage 
Lobotomy,’ indeed, if you strike the 
teen part. Sister Jude gets zapped 
(“Gimme Gimme Shock Treatment”) 
and goes loco; Jude becomes “Judy.” 
That’s right kids, “Judy is a Punk.” 
Zachary Quinto the psychologist 
attempts his brand of therapy but 
since he’s actually the psycho serial 
killer Bloody Face, this really is 
“Psycho Therapy,’ folks. 

But wait! There’s more. Season 
Three, “Coven,” delves into racism 
and witchcraft. “The KKK Took My 
Baby Away” underwrites the season’s 
devilish underbelly of the prejudiced 
South in a story that takes place in 
New Orleans. Its drama revolves 
around a strange boarding school 

run by witches 
(“Rock and 
Roll High 
School”). Spells 
and magick 
abound, and 
the Ramones’ 
salute to the 
Cuban mixture 
of voodoo and 
Catholicism 
known as 
Santaria 
(“Havana 
Affair”) 
permeates. 
Finally, 
the current 
season, Freak 
Show,” is the penultimate salute to 
everyone's favorite punk band. The 
Ramones made it known how much 
they loved the 1932 Tod Browning 
film Freaks, even going so far as to 
embrace “Gabba Gabba Hey” as their 
mantra and to put dialogue from 
the movie (“Gabba gabba we accept 
you, one of us! One of us!”) into the 
beginning of their song “Pinhead.” 
This season features not one but two 
“pinhead” characters. The Ramones 
loved freaks and outsiders and sang 
about them all the time, including 
“Cretin Hop.” But American Horror 
Story Season Four also explores the 
sick relationship between a boy and 
his mother (Dandy and his mother 
Gloria), as exemplified in “Mama’s 
Boy,’ “We’re a Happy Family," and 
“Now I Wanna Be A Good Boy.” 

Too bad she never “Beat on the 

Brat.” 





KatyStC@ Yahoo.com 
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The Babadook 
Not Rated. Opens Friday 
at Balboa Theatre. 
It’s insidious how we've been trained to 
concede that the ascendancy of badass 
action babes has been a boon to fe- 
male-driven movies. As if all driving a 
movie really requires is keeping one 
shiny mid-calf boot pressed firmly on 
the gas. As if physical toughness, usu- 
ally of a sort that defies physics any- 
way, should be the end-all. On this 
front, maybe action movies can’t be 
helped. Horror, on the other hand, still 
has great possibilities, as writer-direc- 
tor Jennifer Kent’s debut resoundingly 
suggests. A weary, widowed single 
mom (Essie Davis) fends off some 
deeply shady bogeyman who seems to 
have sprung directly from the possibly 
damaged mind of her own unruly first- 
grader (Noah Wiseman), or from her 
own. That takes real toughness: the hu- 
man kind. Kent has a good handle on 
tried-and-true suspense techniques, 
well articulated creep-outs, and sar- 
donic humor, but her coup is character- 
ization. Faced with a home- (and 
mind-) invasion by a sinister children’s 
book, this heroine, neither hapless and 
soulless nor just another uncompli- 
cated ass-kicker, is bereaved, ex- 
hausted, at the end of her rope, and 
summoning her last resources, some of 
which turn out to be ferocious. At times 
she seems like both of the parents from 
The Shining rolled into one. In other 
words, there are legitimate terrors here 
— legitimate because, as any bleary- 
eyed parent will verify, they come from 
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a real and terrible place. And for those 
who do enjoy at least some defiance of 
natural laws, The Babadook has that 
too. Jonathan Kiefer 


Exodus: Gods and Kings 
Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
Here’s a great escape for you. The an- 
cient tale of Israelites throwing off 
Egyptian slavery is foundational to hu- 





man theology, and this movie about it 
certainly is escapist: None of its major 
roles — those would be the prophet 
Moses (Christian Bale), the pharaoh 
Ramses (Joel Edgerton), and the queen 
Tuya (Sigourney Weaver) — went to 
people of color. If it makes you feel bet- 
ter, the queen’s barely in the movie any- 
way; this being a Ridley Scott picture, 
manliness is of the essence. As action 


hero and vainglorious despot, respec- 
tively, Bale and Egerton both are fun to 
watch, and what a nice touch that it 
falls to Ben Kingsley, ever persuasive in 
matters of Jew rescue, to inform our 
Moses that he too is a Hebrew, witha 
solemn duty. God, in the form of some 
precocious archly British 10-year-old 
thespian, handles the rest. Maybe the 
best thing to say for this presentation is 
that it has a good working knowledge 
of relentless plagues. In addition to the 
blood, bugs, frogs, boils, locusts, dark- 
ness, and dead babies, Scott’s movie 
manages to assert that all our bat- 
tling-hordes tedium in recent big- 
screen storytelling actually has biblical 
roots. Well, okay. The 3D seems more 
like a concession than an inspiration, 
and the CGI is so aesthetically familiar 
that even the parting of the Red Sea, 
while framed up with here’s-what- 

you ve-been-waiting-for solicitude, 
feels perfunctory. A more enjoyable ef- 
fect is simple and aural — the tendency 
of Moses’ sword to schwing with even 
the slightest movement. JK 


The Imitation Game 
From breaking Nazi codes and basically 
winning World War II, British mathe- 
matician Alan Turing pretty much in- 
vented the computer and modern-day 
artificial intelligence. Then he was 
chemically castrated for being gay, and 
poisoned to death with cyanide — ei- 
ther suicide or murder, depending who 
you ask. Last year the Queen granted 
Turing a posthumous pardon, but 
nothing really says “we're sorry” like 
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This is not the Babadook. 
The Babadook is fucking scary. 


Benedict Cumberbatch playing him in a 
posh, Oscar-hungry historical thriller, 
with Matthew Goode and Keira Knight- 
ley among his fellow cryptographers. 
Officially The Imitation Game was 
sourced from Andrew Hodges’ book 
Alan Turing: The Enigma, but it reads 
more as a calculated mashup of recog- 
nizable Cumberbatch events — Sher- 
lock meets Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy 

— probably because screenwriter Gra- 
ham Moore also wrote a novel called 
The Sherlockian, and director Morten 
Tyldum also made the zippy 2011 Nor- 
wegian thriller Headhunters. Here the 


brilliant but unsociable hero is a man of 


tensely over-calibrated poise, perpetu- 


ally grieving the beloved boyhood class- 


mate whose name his codebreaking 
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contraption would come to bear. In one 
scene, the forcible turning off of Tur- 
ing’s machine recalls that explosive 
confrontation with the uptight EPA 
regulator in Ghostbusters, except with- 
out being funny. Eloquent if not quite 
a-ha clever, and slightly more mawkish 
than morally serious, The Imitation 
Game gives Turing his due, but only 
partially. Not entirely on purpose, it re- 
minds us that decoding something — 
in this case, a life — isn’t just a matter 
of spelling it out. JK 


Zero Motivation 

Not Rated. Opens Friday at the Opera 
Plaza Cinema. 

Being in the military includes the risk 
of getting killed by bombs or bullets. 
But there’s also the possibility of dying 
a metaphorical death from the 
boredom and drudgery of 
administrative work, which is the war 
waged in Talya Lavie’s swell female 
army comedy. Among the conscripts 
carrying out their mandatory military 
service as secretaries in an isolated 
Israeli military base are Zohar (Dana 
Ivgy), whose main ambition is to lose 
her virginity; her best friend Daffi 
(Nelly Tagar), who desperately wants to 
get transferred to what she fantasizes 
will be a posh assignment in 
metropolitan Tel Aviv; Rama (Shani 
Klein), their long-suffering superior; 
and Irena (the excellently named 
Tamara Klingon), a Russian girl who 
may or may not require an exorcism. 
With an episodic structure that 
favorably recalls Robert Altman’s 
M*A*S*H — now and forever the gold 
standard of military comedies — Zero 
gets surprisingly dark less than 30 
minutes in, with a shocking event that 
most films would use as a climax. Here, 
it functions as a motivating factor for 
the rest of the movie, which remains 
consistently funny. And though they 
never actually go into combat, the 
bonding (and occasional unbonding) of 
the female characters is still more 
emotionally honest and satisfying than 
anything in the pandering, bro-heavy 
Lone Survivor. Sherilyn Connelly 


Nelly Tagar 
in Zero Motivation 
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BSAA AT a FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=We recommend it. 


ONGOING 


A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night Ana Lily Amirpour's 
fantastic A Girl Walks Home at Night is being pro- 
moted as “the first Iranian Vampire Western,” an 
accurate if somewhat reductive description, since 
there’s so much more going on. In the industrial 
wasteland of Bad City — Taft, Calif., standing in for 
Iran, with echoes of Jim Thompson's underworld 
of El Rey — a chador-wearing, skateboard-riding 
vampire known as the Girl (Sheila Vand) stalks the 
various criminals and lowlifes that populate the 
town, at least when not dancing to her favorite 
jams in her apartment. Things change when she 
finds herself falling for a sensitive young man 
named Arash (Arash Marandi), and while the love 
story is not without its touching moments, the 
story ultimately isn't as important as the mood 
and relentless cleverness on display. (Amirpour 
can also direct the heck out of a cat.) Like so many 
debut films, A Girl Walks Home at Night wears its 
influences on its stripey sleeve, and Amirpour’s 
acknowledged fondness for Sergio Leone and 
David Lynch is evident in the striking widescreen 
black-and-white cinematography, Bad City's stark 
suburban decay also recalls Jim Jarmusch’s 
Stranger Than Paradise. And speaking of whom, 
with all due respect to Jarmusch’'s recent work, 
Amirpour's A Girl Walks Home at Night is the best 
vampire film of the year. (SC) 

Foxcatcher So now we know what happens when the 
too-eccentric millionaire heir to a dynasty of chem- 
icals herds guileless young men into his basement 
for some competitive grappling. In retrospect it 
surely was a red flag when John Du Pont, seeking 
to redeem a fallen 1980s America through Olympic 
wrestling, brought his pistol into the practice room 
— every coach has his own methods, of course, but 
Foxcatcher takes pains to reiterate that some are 
unsustainable. The director is Bennett Miller, of 
Capote and Moneyball, here earnestly spinning a 
true-crime yarn into a very serious picture indeed. 
Most significant of Du Pont’s hopefuls were the 
Schultz brothers, Mark and Dave, played by Chan- 


ning Tatum and Mark Ruffalo with the right body 
language for a fine duet of oafish credulousness. It 
seems like a key expository detail that after a few 
minutes of these two quietly throwing each other 
around on the mat, Dave is the one who asks for a 
hug. As Du Pont, in distracting makeup, Steve Carell 
turns his discipline for about-to-pop stillness to 
tragic instead of comic purposes. That means a lot 


of ghoulish lingering, and processing the assertion 
from a formidably chilly mother (Vanessa Redgrave) 
that wrestling is a “low” sport. It being sometimes 
a silly sport is a fact that all involved in Foxcatcher 
seem unwilling to admit, so Tatum’'s dutiful prestige 
performance, in particular, misses out on his flair 
for the self-deprecating goof. Meanwhile, though 
nobody will notice come awards time, Anthony 
Michael Hall, as a muted Du Pont functionary, does 
some of the best and least affected acting in the 
whole movie. (JK) 


Happy Valley Having built an impressive career doing 


context restoration work on some of America’s most 
sensational scandals, Berkeley-raised documentar- 
ian Amir Bar-Lev won't want for good material in 
the coming years. This year his unhappy task was 
to revisit Happy Valley. For a long while, if there was 
any place in America where the culture of football 
seemed unambiguously constructive, an improver 
of young people's lives, it was at Penn State Uni- 
versity. Then in 2011 it came to light that a coach 
there had sexually abused dozens of boys, and his 
boss, a community hero, hadn't stopped him. The 
swift, awful fallout from this bomb included what 
one observer in Bar-Lev's film calls a “shaming 
spectacle,” ostensibly intended for constructive 
catharsis but woefully inadequate for that purpose. 
What's clear is that being devastated didn’t quell 
the Penn State community's yen for quasi-religious 
ecstasies, nauseating though they sometimes are. 
Although occasionally lacking in expository clarity, 
Happy Valley nonetheless proves a fine procedural 
report on the formation of uncritical groupthink. 
No one gets a last word, per se, but some manner 
of wisdom endures in the comment from a local 
muralist who says removing Joe Paterno’s halo 
was the hardest thing he had to do. What's most 
affecting is Bar-Lev’s steadfastness in using 
movies as a means of nuance-appreciation. He 
keeps faith in a human capacity for transcending 
the sensational. The odds may for now seem long 
against that in Happy Valley, but here this complex 
portrait is anyway. (JK) 


Point and Shoot As straight men reluctantly cede 


dominance of the culture, the definition of mas- 
culinity has become increasingly diffuse. Marshall 
Curry's documentary Point and Shoot considers one 
fellow's attempt to become a man, whatever that 
may mean. Realizing that he was a bit of a loser for 
spending most of his time in the basement playing 
videogames — and that the longer he avoided the 
real world, the less likely he was to become his 
childhood hero Indiana Jones — young Baltimore 
native Matthew VanDyke decided to give himself 


SETH ROGEN 


oa 6 ei Wie OW 


R:- CHRISTMAS 


Kk 


(HIGHEST RATING) 


-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


STEVE CARELL CHANNING TATUM MAR 


wefinre L 


A MESMERIZING 
MASTERWORK.” 


‘ 
RUFFALO 


‘S cRi7/A xy YORK 

(CRITICS G) 

Pelt elet: 

~\ Rin 
a 


RESTRICTED 


AMC METREON 16 


(888) AMC-4FUN (415) 346-3243 


A wnrren ay E. MAX FRYE avo DAN FUTTERMAN 
pecreo BY BENNETT MILLER 


SUNDANCE KABUKI 
101 4th St, San Francisco 1881 Post St. at Filmore 


ALSO PLAYING AT 
AMC SARATOGA 

CAMERA 7 PRUNEYARD 
CENTURY 16 PLEASANT HILL LANDMARK SHATTUCK 


WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM 


NOD ed (OF NO NTO BWNY (ONY 
©2014 SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT INC. 

CENTURY REGENCY 
CINEARTS@SANTANA ROW 
LANDMARK AQUARIUS 





VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.FOXCATCHERMOVIE.COM 


34 | DECEMBER 10-16, 2014 | 


a “crash course in manhood” by filming himself 
riding a motorcycle across northern Africa. (And 
rechristening himself Max Hunter, obviously.) The 
majority of the movie is culled from the hundreds 
of hours of footage VanDyke shot, especially when 
his bromance with a “Libyan hippie” leads him to 
take up arms in the revolution against Gaddafi. 
And what boy doesn't want to be a big man witha 
gun? That we know VanDyke survived unscathed 
doesn't make Point and Shoot any less tense, as 
he makes one inexplicable, testosterone-driven 
choice after another. Indeed, the secret hero of the 
film may well be his girlfriend Lauren back home, 
who should be granted sainthood for her patience 
as her boyfriend fights in other people's wars to 
figure who he is. (SC) 


Wild Cheryl Strayed chose her last name, figuring the 


many meanings of the word “strayed” to be her 
heritage. It was she who, beloved for her candor 
and compassion, wrote the Rumpus advice column 
“Dear Sugar.” Also, one time, to work through some 
heavy stuff, she hiked 1,100 miles of the Pacific Crest 
Trail by herself. Wild is the movie of the bestselling 
book that hike begat. Jean-Marc Vallée directs, from 
a Nick Hornby script, which is all well and good, but 
maybe also a little disappointing if you think too 
much about how this humbly literate prospectus 
of feminist gumption apparently couldn't reach the 
big screen without ultimately getting handed off to 
a team of men. You might quarrel with the choice 
of Reese Witherspoon in the lead role, too, but it’s 
consistently clear that the material means a lot to 
her. Laura Dern, as Cheryl's mother, is expectedly 
spry, and Gaby Hoffmann, as a close friend, registers 
warmly if too infrequently. Meanwhile, the casting 
of the lesser-knowns, those necessarily itinerant 
minor players, is absolutely spot on — they all 
seem like real human beings, which helps a lot if all 
they're here to do is teach our heroine things about 
herself. Much attention also has been paid to editing 
and sound design, which adds turbulent layers of 
memory into her present-tense perseverance, but 
the effect seems sometimes like overstatement. 
That Strayed’s odyssey appears neatly timed to 
conclude with newfound self-acceptance is mostly 
just a function of how movies like this need to 
work. It is another survival story, after all, but an 
affectingly delicate one. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: Best West- 
ern: Having done its part to keep Austin weird, the 
Experimental Response Cinema collective brings a 
series of fringe videos from Texas to the Bay Area 
for a night of avant-garde short films. Sat., Dec. 13, 
8:30 p.m. $6. othercinema.com. Digital Carnage: 
Experimental videos and sound performances 
by students from SFSU’s Digital Arts & Emerging 
Technologies program. Sun., Dec. 14, 7 p.m. $5. 
992 Valencia, San Francisco, 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Castro Theatre. Midnites for Maniacs: Out of the L.A. 
Past: This month's double feature kicks off with 
Robert Zemeckis’ 1988 visit to Toontown, Who 
Framed Roger Rabbit?, followed by Tim Burton's 
1994 ode to cinematic ineptitude, Ed Wood. Both 
films are presented in 35mm. Fri., Dec. 12, 7:20 
p.m. $12. midnitesformaniacs.com. 429 Castro, San 
Francisco, 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. The Room: Tommy Wiseau's cinematic 
bomb is every bit as bad as it’s cracked up to be. 
You'll crack up as well at this riotous midnight 
screening with lots of Rocky Horror-style audience 
participation. Second Saturday of every month, 
11:59 p.m. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: It's a Wonderful 
Life: Hosts Jim Fourniadis and Chris Rockey have a 
bone to pick with a certain holiday tradition. Sun., 
Dec. 14, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 
401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Miss Julie: Directed by 
Liv Ullmann, this adaptation of August Strindberg's 
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1888 stage work transplants the action — along dark 
night of power plays between a baron’s daughter 
(Jessica Chastain) and her father’s valet (Colin 
Farrell) — from Sweden to Ireland, with Farrell as 
Chastain’s challenger and Samantha Morton as his 
wounded and deceptively stoical fiancée. Daily. 
Birdman: In Alejandro Gonzalez lfarritu’s bold com- 
ment on the uncertain new frontier of performing 
arts, Michael Keaton plays the wounded, ambitious, 
has-been star of a superhero-movie franchise, now 
mounting his own Raymond Carver adaptation on 
Broadway. Daily. A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night: 
There's nothing not to get excited about in this 
feature-length debut by Ana Lily Amirpour. Not only 
is it shot in glorious black and white, it’s also an 
Iranian (!) vampire (!!) western (!!!), complete with 
Ennio Morricone-style music. If that doesn’t turn 
you on, you may already be dead. Daily. The Theory 
of Everything: In director James Marsh's gauzy 
and chastely reverential movie, Eddie Redmayne 
relishes the physically challenging role of young 
astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, bending himself 
through a progression of wheelchairs from 1960s 
Cambridge toward the gnarled, impish, computer- 
voiced transglobal keynoter we all know and love 
today. Daily. The Homesman: Packed with top-notch 
actors who probably didn't need to hear more than 
“a western directed by Tommy Lee Jones” to be 
convinced to play small roles, The Homesman is 
less of arevisionist western than it is a tone poem 
on just how unfair, miserable, and downright rapey 
life was on the frontier. Daily. The Imitation Game: 
After breaking Nazi codes, basically winning World 
War Il, and pretty much inventing the computer 
and modern-day artificial intelligence, British 
mathematician Alan Turing was then chemically 
castrated for being gay and poisoned to death 
with cyanide. Last year the Queen granted Turing a 
posthumous pardon, but nothing really says ‘‘we're 
sorry” like Benedict Cumberbatch playing him in 
a posh, Oscar-hungry historical thriller. Starting 
Dec. 11. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Exit Theatre. Now and at the Hour: See H.P. Mendoza’s 


cinematic capture of Christian Cagigal's magical 
show before it makes the VOD rounds. Cagigal also 
performs in person before each screening. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 13. $15- 
$25. 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 673-3847, theexit.org. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


New Parkway Theater. Found Footage Festival: No, 


they don’t mean “found footage” in the sense of 
movies like Cloverfield or V/H/S. This traveling 
celebration of thrift-scored, dumpster-dived, or 
just-plain-trashy videotapes favors weird instruc- 
tional films, bad local news clips, long-forgotten 
exercise promotions, and other manifestations 
of pre-internet kitsch. Wed., Dec. 10, 9:15 p.m. 
$10. foundfootagefest.com. 474 24th St., Oakland. 


New People. //th Annual Another Hole in the Head 


Film Festival: The 2014 edition of SF IndieFest’s 
yearly horrorfest starts smack dab in the middle 
of Advent and includes such non-holiday fare 
as Tony Kern's Singapore ghost story anthology 
Afterimages, Marc-Andre Samson's cabin-in-the- 
woods exercise Where the Devil Dwells, Chris 
LaMartina’s tentacular genre comedy Call Girl of 
Cthulhu, Hitoshi Matsumoto's kinky sex dramedy 
R100, and Juan Ortiz's remarkably atmospheric 
(for a film shot on an iPhone 4S) Jennifer Help Us. 
Also featured are venerable classics such as James 
Cameron's 1986 Aliens and Tobe Hooper's 1982 
Poltergeist — both presented in the dying 35mm 
format, probably for the last time. Through Dec. 15. 
sfindie.com. 1746 Post, San Francisco, 525-8630, 
newpeopleworld.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Citizenfour: The centerpiece 


of Laura Poitras’ new documentary about Edward 
Snowden is Poitras and journalist Glenn Greenwald 
interviewing Snowden in June of 2013, where 
Snowden explains just how thoroughly our gov- 
ernment violates the world’s privacy. Though he 
disappears for much of the second half to go into 


exile, his presence remains — and if the film ends 
abruptly, that's only because the real-life story is 
still far from over. Daily. Point and Shoot: With the 
definition of masculinity becoming increasingly 
diffuse, Marshall Curry’s documentary considers 
one fellow’s attempt to become a man — whatever 
that may mean — by following Baltimore native 
Matthew VanDyke on his “crash course in manhood,” 
which includes riding a motorcycle across northern 
Africa and taking up arms in the revolution against 
Gaddafi. Daily. Force Majeure: Ruben Ostlund’s film 
pulls off the remarkable trick of being a disaster 
movie that largely skips the disaster: A married 
couple goes ona skiing holiday, but when a false- 
alarm avalanche causes the husband to freak out 
and run, his panicked reaction causes permanent 
damage to their relationship. Ostlund conveys the 
fragility of the mountain surroundings, making it 
feel like less like a vacation spot and more like a 
war zone — which is exactly what it becomes. Daily. 
Zero Motivation: Being in the military includes the 
risk of getting killed by bombs or bullets. But there's 
also the possibility of dying a metaphorical death 
from the boredom and drudgery of administrative 
work, which is the war waged in Talya Lavie’s swell 
female army comedy whose episodic structure 
favorably recalls Robert Altman's M*A*S*H — now 
and forever the gold standard of military comedies. 
Starting Dec. 12. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
177-3456, landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. Happy Valley: through Dec. 11. The 


Great Invisible: While nuclear accidents may create 
a more famous form of fallout, this documentary 
from Margaret Brown traces the personal and 
environmental fallout resulting from the explosion 
of BP's Deepwater Horizon oil drilling platform in 
the Gulf of Mexico. Through Dec. 10. Murder of 
a Cat: through Dec. 10. FACINE/21: 21st Annual 
Filipino International Cine Festival: Cinema buffs 
swoon over Japan, Hong Kong, and South Korea, 
but the films of the Philippines are largely neglected 
by the Western world. FACINE/21 strikes a blow 
against that injustice with three days of narrative 
features, documentaries, and shorts at the Roxie. 
Dec. 11-13. $10 per program. facinesf.com. The 
Found Footage Festival: No, they don't mean “found 
footage” in the sense of movies like Cloverfield or 
VW/H/S. This traveling celebration of thrift-scored, 
dumpster-dived, or just-plain-trashy videotapes 
favors weird instructional films, bad local news 
clips, long-forgotten exercise promotions, and 
other manifestations of pre-internet kitsch. Dec. 
11-12, 9:30 p.m. $13. foundfootagefest.com. 3117 16th 
St., San Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 


Second Act Marketplace & Events. Rural Route Film 


Festival: A literally on-the-road showcase of 10 short 
films spotlighting environmental and cultural issues 
affecting rural areas around the world. Tue., Dec. 16, 
7:30 p.m. $10. ruralroutefilms.com. 1727 Haight, San 
Francisco, 668-3994, secondactsf.com. 


Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: Free 


monthly film series featuring experimental image 
manipulators and ambient sound shamans. Second 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifter- 
scinema.com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
temescalartscenter.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. New Waves in 


Mexican Cinema: The YBCA shines a light on bur- 
geoning Mexican directors who do beautiful work 
in aless-is-more mode, including José Luis Valle’s 
economical, potent parable about bereavement, The 
Searches (Las busquedas) (Dec. 11 and 14); Nuria 
Ibafiez's direct and wrenching documentary The 
Naked Room (EI cuarto desnudo), which is simply 
a series of closeups of children and young teens 
telling therapists about their deeply troubled lives 
(Dec. 18 and 21); Aaron Fernandez's The Empty Hours 
(Las horas muertas), in which a teenage custodian 
takes up a relationship with one of the regulars in 
rent-by-hour roadside motel (Dec. 13 and 14); and 
Samuel Kishi Leopo’s We Are Mari Pepa (Somos Mari 
Pepa), about a crew of lanky adorable scamps who 
struggle to come up with even two punk songs that 
they can remember and actually play (Dec. 4, 6, and 
7). Thursdays, Sundays. Continues through Dec. 21. 
$8-$10. ybca.org/new-waves-mexican-cinema. 701 
Mission, San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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LET'S GO 10 THE MALL 


Life Under the Dome 


By Anna Roth 


At some point in the next few 
weeks, odds are good that you're going to 
set foot in a mall. This is notable only be- 
cause it’s not normal behavior for most 
San Franciscans, who tend to face for- 
mula retail with the same spiritual ex- 
haustion called upon to endure 
Fisherman’s Wharf. But sometimes the 
pull of easy commerce is just too strong 
to resist. And so, that mall will probably 
be the Westfield San Francisco Centre, 
right in the commercial heart of the city, 
and at some point in your visit, you are 
going to need to eat. 

I know a lot about Westfield, more 
than I ever wanted to, because I go 
there every day; SF Weekly moved 
to an office suite very nearly Under 
the Dome at the beginning of the 
summer. I’ve spent breaks gazing out 
our lounge window on the concourse 
below, watching people get mallssages 
and check their phones as they chug 
docilely ever upward on the escalators. 
I’ve learned the system of hallways 
that snake behind the stores, allow- 
ing mall workers to move freely and 
invisibly without being accosted by 
kiosk people or the wafting scent of 
Wetzels Pretzels (Disney uses the 
same strategy for its princesses at its 
theme parks). And I’ve eaten my share 
of meals in the basement food court, 
meals rife with cheap, gristly meat 
and floppy, oversteamed vegetables. 
(The only place really worth a damn is 
Ajisen Ramen. Trust.) 

There is an alternative to the food 
court at Westfield: the pretentiously 
named “Restaurant Collection Under 
the Dome” on the fourth floor, which 
aims to cater to a higher class of mall 
shopper. Restaurants like Martin 
Yang’s M.Y. China and Cupola Pizzeria 
attempt to straddle the line between 
mall food and fine dining, with mixed 
results. The Collection recently gained 
a new tenant: Tap(415), a new restau- 
rant from the folks behind the much 
fancier 25 Lusk in SOMA. Its press re- 
lease heralded it as a “modern beer gar- 
den,” as though it offered a view of the 
Rhine instead of a Sunglass Hut. The 
menu concept is updated bar-snacks- 
meets-hearty-German-fare, with a 
strong focus on local beers. It is almost 
certainly trying too hard. 

The best thing Tap(415) has going 
for it is, appropriately, its tap list, 
composed of about a dozen local brews 
from the likes of Almanac, Lost Coast, 
Magnolia, and Firestone-Walker, as 
well as a few California white and red 
wines, available by the glass or pitcher/ 
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carafe. It’s definitely the most com- 
prehensive beer selection in the mall 
and among the best in a three- or four- 
block radius, and though the restau- 
rant’s long blond communal tables are 
built for scale, not intimacy, they’d do 
for a quick break from the shopping 
madness. (Though 

it wouldn't be an 
especially relaxing 
one: There is a loud 
soundtrack featuring 
mostly ’90s alt-rock, 
and the restaurant’s 
back room lined with 
TVs is oppressively 


845 Market, fourth floor, 
266-7900, tap415.com 
Hours: Mon-Fri11:30 
a.m.-9 p.m., Sat 10 .a.m.- 
11 p.m., Sun noon- 9 p.m. 


reason on earth to deep-fry perfectly 
good bacon. Chicken wings had a mud- 
dy mole sauce that tasted nothing like 
the complex, nutty Mexican version, 
though I did like the fresh, pepper-in- 
fused dipping sauce. And gulf prawn 
corn dogs were nothing more than 
fried shrimp ona 
stick, three measly 
portions for $14. 
Tap(415) fared 
better with some 
of the entrees: A 
chicken schnitzel 
was brightened 
with green spaetzle 


Tap(415) 


screen-heavy, like Tap burger $12 and a lively lemon 
a sports-gambling Chicken schnizel $19 sauce; a sandwich 
room in Vegas, Reuben tater tots $4 with smoked bur- 
though it does Gulf prawn corn dog $14 rata, roasted mush- 
have wifi and many Maple mole chicken rooms, and nettle 
plugs for cellphone wings $8 pesto was delicious, 
charging.) Wild mushroom even if it fell apart 
This tap list works sandwich $13 after a few bites. 
because it doesn’t Beer $7-$8 Cocktails are 


offer anything too 

crazy, just a simple, 

well-balanced list 

of good beers. If only the restaurant 
had followed that rule for the kitchen. 
Everything was dialed up a little too 
much. A burger was cooked to a per- 
fect medium-rare and was made with 
good-quality beef, but was spoiled by a 
topping of tempura bacon. There is no 


Cocktails $10-$12 


mostly as over-the- 
top as the menu. 
New Trick, with 
genever and liqueur de violettes, had 
verve and complexity that belied its 
pink appearance, but the bacon old 
fashioned tasted nothing like bacon 
and everything like a poorly balanced 
cup of alcohol. And there are “adult 
milkshakes,” a term that always makes 





Mike Koozmin 


Tap(415)'s burger is good, but 
would be better without tempura 
bacon. 


me cringe; there are few activities less 
illicit than ordering a milkshake, even 
one spiked with booze. Tap(415)’s take 
on the mudslide wasn’t good enough to 
put me in a forgiving mood. Sweet and 
thick, it was like Kahlua-ing my way 
back to my 19-year-old self. The de- 
mographic for these drinks has always 
puzzled me. Are grownups somewhere 
regularly ordering alcoholic milkshakes 
with dinner? 

Some must. And that’s the thing — 
at a mall restaurant, the demographics 
must be much harder to assess than 
at a trendy Mission bistro or a North 
Beach red sauce joint. You have to 
appeal to every transient who walks 
through the polished, white-tiled 
halls, and also offer something to get 
San Franciscans to come in the doors. 
That’s a trickier proposition. Westfield 
has always aspired to be something 
bigger, grander, than a mere mall — 
but though it’s two blocks from Union 
Square, and anchored by Nordstrom 
and Bloomingdale’s, it is definitely still 
a mall. Its restaurants may be one step 
up from the food court, but in a city of 
great dining, that’s just not enough. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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Kirimachi 
Ramen is Back 
From the Dead 


By Pete Kane 


If you live or work anywhere 
near downtown, your ramen options to 
date have been pretty sparse. But Kiri- 
machi Ramen, formerly of North Beach, 
is now back from the dead and accom- 
modating brisk lunch crowds in Embar- 
cadero Three. Considering the lines that 
people will happily endure for a bowl of 
steaming hot ramen, the restaurant’s 
palpable bustle might not be totally nec- 
essary, but it’s always nice to see a din- 
ing room rotation this speedy. 

The new Kirimachi’s not dissimi- 
lar to the first incarnation, offering 
tonkotsu, shoyu, miso, and vegetarian 
miso ramen. The tonkotsu is pleas- 
antly salty, although having dodged 
raindrops to get in the door, I would 
have loved another ladle of broth over 
that shredded chasu. Kirimachi’s prices 
have gotten a bit of a bump, too, and 
there is no takeout until lunch rush 
ends and happy hour picks up at 2:30. 
(It’s a ramen happy hour, with a cha- 
su-based bowl for $9.95; there is no 
liquor license.) Most importantly, the 
noodles are not yet made in-house, but 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Emmy’s Spaghetti Shack: Everyone’s favorite purveyor 
of spaghetti and meatballs has moved down the 
street. The new digs are bigger, but the eclectic décor, 
community vibe, and stick-to-your-ribs food promise 
to remain the same. 3230 Mission, 206-2086, 
emmysspaghettishack.com 

Hapa Ramen: After years of pop-ups, chef and divisive 
tweeter Richie Nakano finally has his own brick-and- 
mortar in the Mission. The new spot isn’t just soup 
though: Look for fried chicken-stuffed steam buns, 
sweet and spicy pork ribs, and more. 2293 Mission, 
haparamensf.com 


“J Tonkotsu Ramen : 





Pete Kane 


the blog Full Noodle Frontity reported 
that that will change in early 2015. 
Beyond ramen, there’s an unagi 
rice bowl and quite a range of snacky 
bits and sides, from natto (fermented 
soybean) tacos to deep-fried octopus, 
plus uni risotto and uni tartar. While 
Kirimachi’s vibe is a volume business 
for a business crowd, the far wall is 
graffitied with swine gorging on their 
noodles. This is one to keep an eye on. 


Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Center, 827-9171, 
kirimachi.com 


Four Brunch 
Cocktails to 
Try This Fall 


By Brad Japne 


No matter the season, every- 
one loves brunch. Sure, our city boasts 
some incredible food, yet it’s fairly obvi- 
ous the universal appeal of the meal is 
the socially acceptable excuse it affords 
to daytime drinking. Bloody Marys and 
mimosas are always up to the task, but 
since we live in such an innovative atmo- 


Indochine Vegan: Budget Vietnamese standby Sun- 
flower closed suddenly on Valencia last month, but 
the owners have opened this all-vegan restaurant next 
door. Expect a wallet-friendly, pan-Asian menu with 
everything from pho to curry to teriyaki “chicken.” 
508 Valencia, 701-0700, indochinevegan.com 

Mr. Holmes Bakehouse: Come for the Cruffin, a crois- 
sant-muffin hybrid, and California Croissant, stuffed 
with nori, salmon, ginger, and wasabi; stay for the 
Tendernob cafe’s eminently Instagrammable pink 
neon sign that reads: “I got baked in San Francisco.” 
1042 Larkin, mrholmesbakehouse.com 

Seed + Salt: Vegan and gluten-free cafe in the Marina 
Offers gf baked goods, healthy breakfast options, 
a wide assortment of salads, and more substantial 
dishes like a beet burger, quinoa falafel, and a daily 
rotating hot plate. 2240 Chestnut, 677-1440, 
seedandsalt.com 
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sphere, why not spice things up with any 
number of brunch-ready fall cocktails. 
Here are a few of San Francisco's finest 
on menus this autumn. 

A great brunch cocktail should 
have a touch of sweetness, anda 
complex assortment of food-friendly 
tones. Savory ingredients and a pinch 
of salt help launch your afternoon 
into orbit, readying the palate for the 
food to follow. 

At La Mar Cebicheria Peruana 
(Pier 1.5, The Embarcadero, 397- 
8880, lamarsf.com), bartender Aom 
Aphiradi Lee has risen to the challenge 
of assembling a gin-based morning 
beverage. The Spice Trade uses the 
floral components of Nolet’s Silver 
Dry Gin as a foundation for a fizz-like 
drink, saddled with cider, cardamom, 
and ginger. 

“This drink is fruit forward with 
bright notes to remind you of summer- 
time while the spiciness from the cider 
and ginger, along with the heavier con- 
sistency from the egg white, hints at 
the upcoming winter,’ says Lee. Arriv- 
ing at the table with an artful mint and 
pansy garnish, it’s just begging to make 
its way onto your Instagram feed. 

In Rincon Hill, Local Kitchen 
and Wine Merchant (330 First St., 
777-4200, sf-local.com) enhances its 
extensive brunch fare with a Holiday 
Harvest Punch. The drink is built 
around Corbin Sweet Potato Vodka and 
features all the usual suspects of the 
season — including a chunk of canned 
yams. Ground ginger, nutmeg, cloves, 
and cinnamon make this morning mix- 
er the equivalent of a drinkable sweet 
potato pie. A splash of ginger beer 
floated on top left me marveling at 
how I stayed content with just orange 
juice and bubbles for all these years. 

Zachary Taylor — the bartender at 
Ziryab (528 Divisadero, 522-0800, 
ziryaberill.com), not the 12th presi- 
dent of the United States — created 
his Pomegranate-Basil Collins to suit 
the season. Housemade ingredients 
include basil-infused New Amsterdam 
Vodka, and grenadine, electrifying the 
drink with equal parts herbal freshness 
and satisfying sweetness. 

“Autumn is prime pomegranate 
season. It is a sweet, light and delicate 
cocktail, perfect for autumn brunch,” 
says Taylor. 

Despite the fact that Comstock 
Saloon’s (155 Columbus, 617-0071, 
comstocksaloon.com) day fare is more 
lunch than brunch, mixologist Karri 
Cormican invented a midday medley 
that’s worth forgoing eggs and hol- 
landaise. The Lady of the Lushery is 
gentle and warming, with crisp notes 
to jumpstart any sluggish afternoon. 
The key to its success is a handful of 
complex spirits and mixers, introduced 
with a light hand. Bols Barrel-Aged 
Genever offers such a subtle anise 
component which binds to orgeat with 
laser-like precision. Some dryness is 
imparted from a splash of Carpano An- 
tica and prosecco provides the bubbles. 
Now you're ready to get on with your 
day ... and an evening of drinking that 
surely awaits. 
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TIKI REGRETS 


Don't Order the Punch 


Less than halfway through her 
pifia colada, Mari starts punching me. 

She'd ordered a pifia colada because 
she'd asked the bartender at Tiki Ha- 
ven what she does especially well (a 
trick she learned from me), and the 
bubbly young woman replied, “Pifia co- 
ladas! I know they’re basic, but I make 
em how I like em!” 

“How do you like ‘em?” Mari asked. 

“Well 1...” the bartender began. 
“What I...” she stopped to find the 
words. “I just make them the way | 
like them.” 

Mari took her up on it. I ordered a 
Kokomo (coconut rum, Southern Com- 
fort, lime, mango, grenadine), which 
was tasty if unspectacular. Mari’s drink 
came next, and when she sipped it 
through the enormous bendy straw 
she made a face. 

“Not good?” I asked. 

“No, it’s good,” she said. “It’s 
just really strong.” 

“Well, sure,” I said. 

“When a bartender says 
they make them the 
way they like them, 

but then can’t de- 
scribe how, that 

almost always means 
‘really strong.” 


beer — this is lunacy — but I'd con- 
demn any bar that listened to me over 
what its regulars wanted. So (punch) 
God bless. 

Despite their strength we finished 
our drinks quickly, and started consid- 
ering seconds. I was going to order a 
Bora Bora (tequila, midori, peach, and 
passion fruit), but the waitress, notic- 
ing there were two of us, asked if we 
wanted a fire bowl (punch, rum, vodka, 
gin, your choice of fruit). 

“I don’t know,” Mari said. “I was 
thinking about a...” 

“Fire bowl!” the bartender jumped 
in. “It’s what we’re famous for!” 

That line, even more than “I make 
em how I like ‘em,” is a warning 
sign. The girl at the strip club does 
not think you're special, the cook at 
Mom’s Diner is not really your moth- 
er, and a neighborhood dive is not 

famous for anything. 
We still fell for it. She 
was so damn enthusiastic, 
and Mari was in sucha 
good mood, how could 
we let her down? 

“Tm not an an- 
gry drunk,” Mari 
explained to me 
as the bartender 


“Oh,” Mari said. = =| started mixing 
“You could have told our giant bowl of 
me that sooner.” \S\ ILLA LON booze. “I like to 

The punching be- \\ AS make people happy.” 
gan shortly after. Joe Saees “Well ...” I said. 

The Bay Area has B ENJAMI “Tm a happy 
some truly spectacular WACHS drunk!” she confirmed. 
tiki bars, rum bars, and “Well ...” 





tiki-like bars. While Tiki 

Haven has all the frills — long 

bar with bamboo siding, cups 

shaped like Easter Island heads, bar 
stools sticking their tongues out at 
you, Caribbean-esque decorations on 
the wall, and a stab at festive lighting 
good enough for a college dorm — it 
isn’t in their league. 

But it doesn’t have to be: Its crowd 
is also solid and no frills, and the beer 
menu is almost as extensive as the 
cocktail menu because it has to be. Tiki 
Haven is a neighborhood bar first and 
last, out in the Outer Sunset where 
tourists and techies don’t go. It doesn’t 
have to impress Glassholes or make a 
splash with New Yorkers in for a busi- 
ness conference; it has to be a place 
where local people who are looking for 
a home away from home will spend 
their money, over and over again. 
That’s a completely different dynamic. 

I didn’t notice this at first. “Who or- 
ders beer at a tiki bar?” asked Mari. 

She punched me in the shoulder. 
“Um, everybody?” 

I looked around. (Punch). She was 
right. (Punch). We were the only peo- 
ple drinking cocktails. 

[honestly do not understand why 
anybody would go to a tiki bar for the 





“What? How can you 
possibly argue with this?” 
“It’s just that you've been hitting 
me ever since you started drinking.” 

Mari nodded like I'd just said some- 
thing stupidly obvious. “I didn’t say 
I'm a pacifist.” 

Unfortunately it turns out that the 
fire bowl’s only recommendation is 
that it’s large and on fire. It tastes like 
what you get when somebody spikes 
the punch at prom. 

I can’t blame the bartender, though: 
It’s got to be more fun than slinging 
beers. She has to keep herself enter- 
tained. We all do. 

Mari always arranges to be ina 
good mood when she drinks by being 
in a good mood before she drinks. 
Alcohol amplifies whatever mood she’s 
already in. She’s learned, over time, 
never to drink at places where she’s 
going to feel sad or angry. 

“We should come back,” she says. 
Then she punches me again, smiling. 


Tiki Haven 
1334 Noriega, 731-3757, 
tikihavensf.com 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 
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Gold Dust Women 


In which seeing Stevie Nicks and Jenny Lewis in the same week highlights the things that have changed, 


and the things that haven't. 


By Emma Silvers 


It’s hardly a revelation to state 
that the music industry, with a few ex- 
ceptions, has very little place for 
women over a certain age. Ina 
youth-obsessed culture, we love inge- 
nues. To break onto the national stage 
in music as a lady in America, you 
should try to be 24, though 19 is better 
if you can help it. Turning 30 and 35 
can be okay, but starting around then 
you should be prepared to tell a story 
about a journey: about how you over- 
came an addiction, about your kids, 
about your lack of kids, about your 
marriage and divorce, about your diet 
and exercise regimen. By 50 you should 
be writing a memoir about what you've 
learned, and get used to being trotted 
out at awards shows for crowds that in- 
clude at least a few people who only 
know your name because Taylor Swift 
said you were an influence. 

This isn’t, of course, to say that 
male musicians aren't treated differ- 
ently as their hair starts to turn gray. 
But the deciding line at which point 
male rock stars stop being icons and 
become guilty punchlines is much, 
much blurrier. “Eh, I’d still do him,” is 
not that funny of a thing to say about 
Mick Jagger, 71, or David Bowie, 67. 
How does it change when you sub in 
Debbie Harry, 69? Ronnie Spector, 
also 71? There’s a tendency, when it 
comes to working female musicians 
over a certain age, to treat their very 
survival as miraculous. This makes 
sense in a way, because we intuitively 
understand the industry pretty much 
eats young women for breakfast. But 
what we're saying, really, when we ex- 
press (even congratulatory) surprise 
at an older woman still participating 
in the music market is something 
akin to “Look at that: She had the 
audacity to keep existing once people 
stopped wanting to sleep with her!” 

These were the things running 
through my mind last week at Oracle 
Arena, as a fully reunited Fleetwood 
Mac took the stage and the crowd 
roared to life. Stevie Nicks, 66, blond 
hair nearly down to her butt, in an 
all-black hippie-goddess-mama outfit 
that can only be described as “Stevie 
Nicksian,” is nothing if not an icon. 
She’s the ultimate, tragic California 
dream girl — she met bandmate and 
former beau Lindsey Buckingham 
during her senior year when he was 
singing “California Dreamin” at a 
party, for Christ’s sake. And then she 
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turned bad, at one point tearing a 
third hole in her nose from cocaine 
use. There were the tumultuous rela- 
tionships with, well, two-thirds of the 
men in her band. And then the feat of 
kicking the benzos she was put on to 
help keep her off the coke. 

But she got through it all. Hers is 
a survivor's tale, and those are the 
kind we want from our older women. 
It’s the end of the acceptable arc: 
Start out as an ingenue, sin, repent, 
accept the role of the wise matriarch. 
Say what you will about Madonna, 
but I posit that, at 56, her refusal to 
ever seem matronly or even moth- 
erly (despite the fact that, unlike 
Nicks, she actually has children) is, 
subconsciously at least, behind most 
finger-wagging about her. She wants 
people to look at her as a sex symbol 
til she drops, and Lord knows only 
Mick Jagger can get away with that. 

There are variations on this, of 
course. Courtney Love (whose seeth- 
ing cover of Nicks’ “Gold Dust Wom- 
an” is a force to be reckoned with) has 
stayed relevant through sheer force of 
will plus exhibitionism plus a YouTube 
series; she also just announced a tour 
with the younger, shinier, and more 
confusing exhibitionist Lana Del Rey. 


j if : 


Autumn de Wilde 


Sadly, tellingly, these are also 
the things that come to mind when 
reading interviews with or accolades 
for Jenny Lewis, who will be bringing 
her fiery-haired 38-year-old self to 
the Masonic next Sunday for a show 
with Ryan Adams. Like Nicks, Lewis 
is a California dream girl archetype, 
having grown up in the San Fernando 
Valley with professional entertainers 
for parents; she was a child TV and 
film star before she took to music. 
Like Nicks, Lewis rose to fame ina 
band (Rilo Kiley) in which she played 
with her boyfriend (Blake Sennett). 
Like Nicks, Lewis has written and 
spoken compellingly about her com- 
plicated relationship with her father, 
a theme critics always enjoy teasing 
out of her little-girl-lost narrative. 
And, like Nicks, Lewis has served as 
a sex symbol for a particular kind of 
guy — the ever-present alterna-crush 
for a certain type of indie dude, one 
who just happens to always go for the 
“troubled” girls. 

Jenny Lewis is also close to 40. 

This should not matter. This 
should not sound like an approaching 
storm cloud. But on the cusp of 40, 
singing about how she’s “just another 
lady without a baby,” as she does in 
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“Just One of the Guys,” off her latest, 
widely acclaimed album The Voyager, 
one can't help but hear strains of 
Nicks, who once said in an interview, 
“My mission maybe wasn’t to bea 
mom and a wife; maybe my particular 
mission was to write songs to make 
moms and wives feel better.” 

Lewis may be following a similar 
trajectory. The record, Lewis’s third 
solo effort and an album four years in 
the making, is plainly influenced by 
the sun-bleached West Coast melo- 
dies of the ’70s, a sound which owes 
its life in part to Nicks and her band. 
Probably not incidentally, it’s also 
about big changes in Lewis life: the 
breakup of Rilo Kiley, the death of 
her father. There are fears about ag- 
ing woven into her words — several 
reviews have referred to it as a “com- 
ing of age” album — but she’s still too 
much of a darling for them to land 
with much weight. They’re dressed 
up in slick, tailored, rainbow-colored 
suits; they're combed perfectly into 
her auburn bangs. 

The Voyager also might contain 
Lewis’ strongest songwriting yet, 
but it’s so inextricably tied to her 
personal life that most reviews can’t 
help but fall back on receiving it as a 
straight journal entry, a clear, open, 
confessional window onto her actual 
life — which is, of course, a mistake, 
but it’s an occupational hazard for 
all confessional songwriters. It is 
notable that this is coming at a time 
when, not unlike the awkward tran- 
sition so many child stars go through 
as they take on more adult roles, Lew- 
is is soon going to have to attempt to 
age into a version of herself that gets 
taken seriously regardless of whether 
or not she’s a sex object. Does she 
have a sin-redemption arc to sell? 
What else can she offer? What else is 
the market willing to buy? We’ll be 
waiting, fingers crossed, to find out. 

In the meantime, she’s a hell of a 
performer, her record is a great listen, 
and the show this Sunday should be 
excellent. And besides, for now, as 
one of my guy friends in his mid-20s 
declared when The Voyager was re- 
leased, after we had spent maybe 30 
seconds discussing its technical mer- 
its: “[’d definitely still do her.” 


Jenny Lewis 

(opening for Ryan Adams) 
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14, at 
The Masonic. $47-$57; 
sfmasonic.com 
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WED 12/10 AT 7PM FREE 
ROADKILL LAUNCH! 

JOHN SINDELL’S BOOK “THE ROADKILL 
COLLECTION” LAUNCHES W/ READINGS BY 
JOE CLIFFORD, ANDY DUGAS, CANDY SHUE, 
DEBORAH STEINBERG, LAUREN TRAETTO, & 
SIAMAK VOSSOUGHI, LIVE MUSIC BY STEVEN 
KASCMAR, MICHAEL CRABTREE, RAFA CORRAL 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30 FREE 


THE WHIP 
w/ DJ SIKK LAFFTER & TENDER LLOYD, 
STRANGE HOUSE & COSMIC DISCO, 
GIRL GROUP BUMPS & WEIRDO HUMPS! 
THURS 12/11 AT 6PM FREE 
DUB RIOT! 
70S DUB REGGAE & BEYOND! 
W/ THREE VEXED ONE & DJ DARTAJAX 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


FESTIVAL ‘68 
ROCKSTEADY, EARLY REGGAE, & SKA 


RESIDENT SELECTOR ADAM 
PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 


RAS LAYO & SIR RUDY BLACKOUT 


FRI 12/12 AT 6PM FREE 


COOL AS FUCK! 
SECOND FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR W/ DJS 
KEVIN, BRIAN, LIAM, & RAUL 
SPINNING GUITAR-BASED INDIE POP GEMS THAT 


SPARKLE AND SHINE, LOUDLY RIP, AND GENTLY ROAR 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 
LAST NITE 


2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY POST PUNK, 
DANCE, PUNK, FREAK FOLK, SNYTH POP, 
NU RAVE, CHILL-WAVE, & GARAGE 


w/ DJS JAMIE JAMS & EMDEE 
SAT 12/13 AT 6:30PM $5-$20 SLIDING SCALE 
WRITERS WI LAY 
ANDY WEIR « ROXANNE DUNBAR-ORTIZ ¢ SHELLY ORIA 
¢ VANESSA HUA * MEGAN GUESS » KATY GILMARTIN 
W/ CHARLIE JANE ANDERS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


w/ DJ EL KOOL KYLE y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS BAILABLES PA’ LAS NENAS 


SUN 12/14 AT 7:30PM $10 
ITONI 


4) 
FRANCO NERO, TITAN UPS 
& DJ DUKEY SPINNING 45's 
MON 12/15 AT 7:30PM 
SUGGESTED DONATION $10 - $20 


SAD BASTARDS CLUB 
SONGWRITER ROUND-ROBIN 
BENEFIT FOR SF TENANT'S UNION 
PETERCASE, JUAN MASSA, 

CHRIS VON SNEIDERN, AND TOM HEYMAN 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 
WHISKEY RIVER 


BOOZE-FUELED, HARD LIVIN’, HEART BREAKIN’, 
FOOT STOMPIN’ VINTAGE COUNTRY! 


W/ DJS HANDLEBARS & PRETTY RICKY 


TUES 12/16 AT 8PM $10 


WRITE CLUB! 


WE PUNCH YOU WITH OUR WORD FISTS! 
6 WRITERS FOR 7 MINUTES EACH IN 3 BOUTS OF LITERARY FISTICUFES, YOU PICK THE WINNERS! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 
DEEP AND SWEET 60S SOUL 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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668 HAIGHT STI. (at Pierce St.) 
Be i Bis 


open daily 


a 
NOON - 7PM. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


x i 
2) @DANNYCOYLES FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


HA HA HZ 


PUNCH LINE 
SAN F  FRANEISEO 
“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!"-pave charrette 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 
WEDN MONDAY 12/29 


ESDAY 12/10 = Sane: 
OCU TERUG a | Ly WRITER FOR HBO’S LAST WEEK TONIGHT WITH JOHN OLIVER! 
HOSTILITY” THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE | 
ROBERT DUCHAINE » cg 5 KEVIN AVERY 


TONY CAMIN 
12/30 — SMARTEST MAN IN 


THE WORLD PODCAST TAPING 
[3 WEDNESDAY 1/7 - SATURDAY 1/10 
= 


KELLEN ERSKINE = 


Ey THURSDAY 12/11 = SATURDAY 12/13 


THE PITBULL OF COMEDY! 
TUESDAY 12/16 
ASTROLOGICALLY INCORRECT BIRTHDAY 
COMEDY WITH LIZ GRANT & FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY 12/17 - SATURDAY 12/20 

c | FROM @MIDNIGHT AND CHELSEA LATELY! 
a MOSHE KASHER 
SAMIMY OBEID, BUCKY SINISTER 


FRIDAY 12/26 - SUNDAY 12/28 
FROM UNDATEABLE AND CONAN! 


WED, 12/31, FRI. 1/2~ SAT. 1/3 
NEW YEAR'S EVE! 
GREG PROOPS 


BOBBY SLAYTON 
ROBERT DUCHAINE, ELLEN ERSKINE 


FROM THE JOE ROGAN EXPERIENCE AND 
COMEDY CENTRAL'S THIS IS NOT HAPPENING! 


ARI SHAFFIR 


NICK YOUSSEF, CORY ROBINSON 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF * PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM * ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER ° 2 DRINK MINIMUM ® ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE * CALL FOR SHOW TIMES ° 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 


FRI 12/26 - SAT 12/27 
WENDY LIEBMAN 


From America’s Got Talent and 
The Late Show with David Letterman! 


SUN 12/28 
JOEL MCHALE 


From The Soup and Community! 


TUES 12/30 |. | 


FORTUNE FEIMSTER, TOMMY 
JOHNAGIN & JON DORE _ a | 


NEW YEAR'S EVE! 


Comedy : BENSO nh 
ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 


From The Joe Rogan Experience FORTUNE FEINSTER, 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
A A pete) -}-t-lete]} |») Mee) | 


sy 


THURSDAY 12/18 - 
SATURDAY 12/13 SATURDAY 12/20 


CHRIS TOM 
HARDWICK | SEGURA 


Host of @midnight and 
The Talking Dead! 


FRIDAY 12/11 - 


and Completely Normal! TOMMY NOHNAGHI 
JON DORE & MORE! 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


ticketmaster.com 
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WEDNESDAY 1/14 - SATURDAY 1/17 
Se 4 FROM TOM RHODES RADIO PODCAST 
. TOM RHODES 
. LYNN RUTH MILLER, TOBY MURESIANU 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Kinetic 
Potential 


By Chris Zaldua 


In the last five years or so, 
techno has gone dark. For most of the 
2000s, techno was minimal, micro- 
scopic, and designed to sneak up on you, 
not slap you in the face. Sometime 
around 2008, as the bleak post-indus- 
trial stylings of the Sandwell District 
collective (aka Silent Servant, Regis, 
Function, Female and, later, Rrose, who 
performed in San Francisco last week) 
made a serious impact on dancefloors 
around the world, techno producers 
started getting heavier, fiercer, more in- 
tense, and more raw. 

Enter Ancient Methods. The latest 
incarnation of German DJ/producer 
Michael Wollenhaupt (previously 
known as Trias, during his days as 
a resident DJ at Berlin’s legendary 
techno club Tresor), Ancient Methods 
stands at the forefront of the pack of 
modern industrial techno producers. 
His productions are aggressive and 
sometimes harsh, but possess a heavy- 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


FACE & Restless Nites present Museum 
of Love and New Build at Mighty, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 11. $20; 
mighty119.com 

For most of the mid-to-late aughts, DFA 
Records ruled the roost, reinvigorating 
dance music in the United States and ex- 
posing a whole new generation of listen- 
ers — who otherwise scorned electronic 
music — to the wonders of a heavy, steady 
beat. Times have changed since DFA’s hey- 
day (electronic music has not only become 
acceptable in America, it’s become main- 
Stream), but they're still putting out the 
Same caliber of tunes they used to. Enter 
Museum of Love, led by former LCD 
Soundsystem drummer Pat Mahoney and 
Dennis McNany, aka Jee Day, another DFA 
affiliate. They sound, well, exactly like you 
might expect: tight, propulsive bass 
grooves, riffing on disco and post-punk, 
synth-pop-inspired beats, and haunting 
vocals, all tied together by excellent song- 
writing and strong musicianship. New 
Build, a trio (featuring two former Hot Chip 
bandmembers) with a slightly poppier fla- 
vor, joins them. Supporting throughout 
the evening are DJ Eug and the Restless 
Nites residents. 


As You Like It's Ugly Sweater Party 
featuring Rebolledo, Beautiful 
Swimmers, and more at Monarch, 10 
p.m.-4 a.m. Friday, Dec. 12. $15-$20; 
monarchsf.com 

Three years ago, As You Like It threw it first 
“Ugly Sweater Party,” in which organizers 


Ancient Methods 


weight groove, never lacking in kinetic 
energy or rhythmic potential. Some 
dark techno is “dark for darkness’s 
sake”; Ancient Methods never loses 
sight of the dancefloor, producing 
tracks that are as floor-friendly as 
they are moody. When he gets behind 
the decks, he turns into something 

of a virtuoso, blending techno (both 
vintage and new) with industrial, ex- 
perimental, and minimal wave in such 
a way that all of it seems to make more 
sense than it did before — the true 
mark of a skilled DJ. 


encouraged everyone in attendance to dig 
up that red, white, and green monstrosity 
your grandmother gave you 15 years ago 


and wear it to the club to celebrate the hol- 


idays. It's turned into something of a tradi- 
tion, and this year, the headliners are 
Mexican tech-house genius Rebolledo and 
Washington, D.C. disco-house practitioners 
Beautiful Swimmers. Rebolledo is probably 
better known as half of the duo Pachanga 
Boys, whose 15-minute epic “Time” is one 
of the most legendary dancefloor anthems 
recorded in the last decade. When Re- 
bolledo takes to the decks, he gets a little 
weirder than expected, not afraid to keep 
the dancefloor on their toes. Beautiful 
Swimmers are always a treat, easy to enjoy 
and generous with the groove, perfect for 
a holiday party. As You Like It resident DJs 
Bells & Whistles open up the festivities for 
the night. 


Lights Down Low presents Pleasure 
State (MK, Lee Foss, and Anabel 
Englund) at Mighty, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 13. $25; mighty119.com 
Lights Down Low's holiday bash is head- 
lined by Pleasure State, the new house 
music Supergroup comprised of MK, aka 
house music legend Mark Kinchen, Lee 
Foss, one of the folks behind Hot Natured 
and Hot Creations, and Anabel Englund, 
an L.A.-based vocalist. Kinchen and Foss 
have some of house music's biggest hits 
under their belts; in the ‘90s, Kinchen re- 
leased a slew of remixes, refiguring pop 
songs as house productions, making a 





Marie Staggat 


Joining him is local DJ/producer 
Skander, one of the proprietors of 
San Francisco’s newest record shop in 
the Tenderloin, RS94109. The Surface 
Tension resident DJs (full disclosure: 
Iam one of the residents) will be sup- 
porting throughout the evening, while 
Oakland’s Katabatik crew holds it 
down in F8’s back room. 


Surface Tension presents Ancient 
Methods, Skander, and more at F8 
10 p.m.-4a.m. Friday, Dec. 12. $15; 
feightsf.com 


name for himself alongside Masters At 
Work. Foss, meanwhile, is responsible for 
some of the biggest tech-house cuts of 
the past several years, Hot Natured’s 
“Forward Motion” in particular. Anabel En- 
glund, a young singer who they began 
working with in 2012, will join them, pro- 
viding vocal accompaniment on top of 
their DJ sets. LDL residents Richie Panic 
and Sizemore will be supporting through- 
out the evening. 


Monarch presents Stimming, DJ M3, 
Tyrel Williams, Miguel Solari, and more 
at Monarch, 9 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 13. $20; monarchsf.com 

There's an interesting dichotomy between 
electronic musicians who perform live, us- 
ing hardware or computers, and those who 
don't. Many producers, when booked for a 
club or a party, will simply perform a DJ 
set; in Some cases, producers are also ex- 
cellent DJs (in some cases not). Some- 
times, DJs produce tracks purely to elevate 
their profile and get themselves more DJ 
bookings. The smallest group are the pro- 
ducers who thrive on live performance, 
and Stimming is one of those. Performing 
live is where he shines; he produces clean, 
pristine tech-house, full of elegant melo- 
dies, often with vocal accompaniment, the 
kind of thing that sits just right for those 
who like their dance music on the classier 
side. Joining him are a handful of San Fran- 
cisco’s finest house DJs: DJ M3, a Monarch 
resident, and Tyrel Williams and Miguel So- 
lari, Housepitality residents. 
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EIST istines 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are inthe 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre — are available online. 


WEDNESDAY 12/10 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Owen, 
Hanalei, James Leste, 9 p.m., $15. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Cool Ghouls, Tashaki Miyaki, K Skelton, Al Lover, 9 
p.m., $6-$9. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. Battlec- 
ross, Wretched, War of Ages, Infex, on the Above 
DNA stage, 8 p.m., $15-$18; Live 105 Soundcheck 
Holiday Party, With Glass Animals, Royal Blood, 
The Trims, Fritz Montana, and DJ Aaron Axelsen, 
9 p.m., $18 advance. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Sunbeam Rd., 
Phosphene, Slowness, 9 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Spidermeow, 
Wild Decade, Face Tat, 8:30 p.m.., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Porkchop 
Express, Gypsy Roller, Los Sweet Bones, 9 p.m., 
$8. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. No Babies, 
Ritual Control, The Light, Nasty Dilemma, Maximum 
Rocknroll benefit show, $5-$10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Annie Girl & The 
Flight, Pageantry, Giggle Party, 9 p.m., $5. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Francisco 
the Man, Luke Sweeney, Hot Flash Heat Wave, 8 
p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘BroMance: A 
Night Out for the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 
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at DNA Lounge, 
Dec. 10 
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Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “‘Bondage-A- 
Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 
p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro Pop 
Rocks: The S Factor,” 18+ dance party and shuffle 
contest, 9 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Popgang DJ 
Night, 9 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,” w/ 
Shiny Objects, Sleight of Hands, Derek Hena, Wichita 
Ron, The Tourist, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?," 7 
p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Go Deep!,” 
9 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call,” w/ 
Juanita More & guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Wayback Wednes- 
day,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Friends 
with Benefits,” w/ resident DJ Marky Ray, 10 
p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘Mixtape 
Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
iStandard Producer Showcase, w/ judges Decap, 
WLPWR, Dae One, and more, 8:30 p.m., $10. 


ACOUSTIC 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Cello Madness Congress: Winter Warmer, w/ StringQ- 
uake, The Folk’n Cello Experiment, Otter Mobile 
& The Moaners, Silver String Duo, CelloJoe, 7:30 
p.m., $10-$20. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The Barr 
Brothers, Leif Vollebekk, 8 p.m., advance tickets 
sold out. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Michael 
Mullen, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Americano Social Club, Second Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Steel 
House, 8 p.m., $25. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., 
free; free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 
Corner," 9 p.m., $10. 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


ILLIAMS. 


WEDNESDAY, F ARY Be ) 
IF URSDAY, cpa is) 


ed eo 


ANI DIFRANCO 


. FRIDAY, MARCH 20 


» WITH ANVIL 
ATURDAY, MARCH 14 


ON SALE 
SUNDAY! 


THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS 


SATURDAY, MAY 9 
SU] NIDYAN ARAVA (0 


KODALINE 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 6 


7 oF es 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


AUGUSTANA 


SCARS ON 45 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $22.50 


HOW THE GROUCH STOLE CHRISTMAS FEAT. 


THE GROUCH & ELIGH 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 CUNNINLYNGUISTS, DJ ABILITIES & DJ FRESH 


1 DI O1O) Osan) = (OWE IN ROLE) 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


DAVID BAZAN 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $26.50 


OZOMATLI 


OZOKIDZ SHOW AT 3PM! 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 


1 DYO1O) SO yas) = LOW Ao RIN Pele) 


LOS LOBOS 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 ¢ $28.50 


IN THIS MOMENT 


TWELVE FOOT NINJA, STARSET, ».4 
3 PILL MORNING THE BLASTERS 


MIONDAY, DECEMBER 22 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $19.50 


FINISH TICKET 


DECEMBER 26 & 27 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 





ticketmaster.com OMS, Cav Citi 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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FRIPDEC 1? & SAT, DEC 13 
WO NIGHTS! BOOM BOOM ROOM PRESENTS 
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JELLY BREAD (FRI) CON BRIO.(SAT) 
DJ KEVVY KEV 
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FRI, DEG 19 


JUGTOWN, PIRATES b 
COO COO BIRDS, BRETHREN OF THE COAST | 


FRI JAN 2 & SAT, JAN 3 
TWO NIGHTS! 


KARL DENSON'S 
TINY UNIVERSE 
WED, JAN 14 
RUSTIE 


THU, JAM 15 
LITTLE HURRICANE 


FRI, JAN 16 & SAT, JAN 17 
TWO NIGHTS! 


THE NEW DEAL 


THU, JAN 22 


JOEL GION & 
THE PRIMARY COLOURS 


THE LOVE DIMENSION 
CELLAR DOORS, DOWN DIRTY SHAKE 


FRI, JAM 23 
BLACKBIRD BLACKBIRD THE COUP 


628 GYWESADEIEO FT. A ’. S4M FRANCESCO TS: TICMETFLY.COM & S77 435,.9649 
8 AT SOx COPECE WONDS re Oe 1taw. 6Pem 10 Fm On aHOW MIOHTS 
NPD: 215.771.1429 . 4S Ble SEMTHAL ADMISSION © VERY LOMETED S24 7ING 
Paid Pare +1” PANHANDLE PAREENG ON Leett OFT ws Oa 


SAT, DEC 20 


DILATED PEOPLES 
MAIN ATTRAKIONZ 


SUN, DEC 21 
ANKH MARKETING PRESENTS 


TALIB KWELI 
MIKO, K" VALENTINE 


FRI, DEC 26 
sijie) || ielks 
DOWN AND OUTLAWS 


SAT, DEC 27 & SUN, DEC 28 
TWO NIGHTS! 


CRACKER 


CAMPER VAN 
BEETHOVEN 


TUE, DEC 30 
STRFKR 
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CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 12/10 


Augustana: W/ Scars on 45, 8 p.m., $25-$35 ad- 
vance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Burt Bacharach with the S.F. Symphony: 7:30 
p.m., $15-$100. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

KMEL Holiday House of Soul: W/ Jhené Aiko, SZA, 
The Internet, Willow Smith, Adrian Marcel, BJ The 
Chicago Kid, and Anderson .Paak, 8 p.m., $36- 
$50. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

My Brightest Diamond: W/ Rabbit Rabbit, 8 p.m., 
$19. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 12/11 


American Football: W/ David Bazan, 8 p.m., $25-$35 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Burt Bacharach with the S.F. Symphony: 7:30 
p.m., $15-$100. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

John Coltrane: A Love Supreme 50th Anniversary: 
W/ Ravi Coltrane, Joe Lovano, Geri Allen, and 
more, 7:30 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco. 

Kina Grannis: W/ Imaginary Future, 8 p.m., $22.50- 
$25. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San 
Francisco. 

The Smashing Pumpkins: 8 p.m., $49.50-$60. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 
Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
W/ The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 8:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 

Marina, San Francisco. 

tUnE-yArDs: W/ Cibo Matto, 8 p.m., $29.50. Fox 

Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 


FRIDAY 12/12 


2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: 
$10-$60. Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, 
Oakland. 

American Football: W/ The Dodos, 9 p.m., $25-$35 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Blues Against Blindness: Benefit for Seva featuring 
The Blues Broads, Elvin Bishop, Roy Rogers, Car- 
los Reyes, Wavy Gravy, more, 8 p.m., $50. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: 8 p.m., 
$35-$69. Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 
Harrison, Oakland. 

John Coltrane: A Love Supreme 50th Anniversary: 
W/ Turtle Island Quartet & Ravi Coltrane Quartet, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$45. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 

Kaki King: The Neck Is a Bridge to the Body: 
8 p.m., $25-$35. Jewish Community Center of 
San Francisco, 3200 California, San Francisco. 

Live 105 Not So Silent Night: W/ Linkin Park, Fall 
Out Boy, Rise Against, Young the Giant, Future Is- 
lands, and Walk the Moon, 6 p.m., $39.50-$69.50 
advance. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: Dancers, 
Prancers, and Vixens: 8 p.m., $25-$65. Nourse 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT 


Theatre, 275 Hayes, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Home Alone: Holiday film screening 
with the Ragazzi Boys Chorus, San Francisco 
Boys Chorus, and San Francisco Girls Chorus, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 
Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
W/ The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 8:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 
Marina, San Francisco. 

We Are NRG: W/ DJ Snake, Deorro, Salva, Bare, 
Whyel, 6 p.m., $45-$59.50 advance. Bill Graham 
Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, San Francisco. 

Yusuf/Cat Stevens: 8 p.m., $60.50-$175.50 ad- 
vance. The Masonic, 1111 California, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 12/13 


2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: 
$10-$60. Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, 
Oakland. 

Alexander String Quartet: 10 a.m., $45. St. John's 
Presbyterian Church, 2727 College, Berkeley. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: 8 p.m., 
$35-$69. St. Ignatius Church, 650 Parker, San 
Francisco. 

Dance for Hope: It Gets Indie fundraiser for It Gets 
Better & The Trevor Project featuring Viceroy & 
Andrew Luce, 9 p.m., $25. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Elements of Rhythm: Drums of Asia: Featuring 
Kyoungil Ong, Rohan Krishnamurthy, and more, 
4 p.m., $8-$10 (or $30 for VIP seating). Oakland 
Asian Cultural Center, 388 Ninth St. Ste. 290, 
Oakland. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A 
Cathedral Christmas: 3 p.m., $15-$50. Grace 
Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco. 

International Low Brass Trio: 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 
Seventh Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1329 
Seventh Ave., San Francisco. 

John Coltrane: A Love Supreme 50th Anniversary: 
W/ Ravi Coltrane, 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m., $30-$90. 
SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

KFOG Concert for Kids: UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital and Toys for Tots benefit concert with 
David Gray, Young Rising Sons, James Bay, 7 p.m., 
$30-$125 advance. City National Civic, 135 W. San 
Carlos, San Jose. 

The Kinsey Sicks: Oy Vey in a Manger: 8 p.m., $25- 
$55. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco. 

Live 105 Not So Silent Night: W/ Imagine Dragons, 
Alt-J, Interpol, Cage the Elephant, Spoon, and 
Vance Joy, 6 p.m., $39.50-$69.50 advance. Oracle 
Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland. 

Los Lobos: 8 p.m., $42.50-$55.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Choral Artists: Postcards from 
Abroad: 8 p.m., $12-$30. St. Mark's Lutheran 
Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: Dancers, 
Prancers, and Vixens: 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., $25- 
$65. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band: Dance- 
Along Nutcracker - Frosty’s Hawaiian Holiday: 
2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m., $10-$50. Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, San Francisco. 





Chloe Aftel 


S.F. Symphony: Home Alone: Holiday film screen- 
ing with the Ragazzi Boys Chorus, San Francisco 
Boys Chorus, and San Francisco Girls Chorus, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 
Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Sing You a Merry Christmas: 11 a.m., $10-$25. 
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: 
W/ The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 8:30 
p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 
Marina, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 12/14 


2014 Christmas Revels: An American Journey: $10- 
$60. Scottish Rite Center, 1547 Lakeside, Oakland. 

A Merri-achi Christmas: W/ Mariachi Sol de México 
de José Hernandez and Mariachi Reyna de Los 
Angeles, 8 p.m., $15-$80. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A 
Cathedral Christmas: 3 p.m., $15-$50. Grace 
Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco. 

International Orange Chorale of San Francisco: 
Freshly Squeezed! New Music by and for IOCSF: 
6 p.m., free. St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 1111 
O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

John Coltrane: A Love Supreme 50th Anniversary: 
W/ The SFJAZZ High School All-Stars featuring 
Ravi Coltrane, 1p.m., $5-$20. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco. 

Ragazzi Boys Chorus: Wintersong: 4 p.m., $14-S17. 
Old First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, 
San Francisco. 

Ryan Adams: W/ Jenny Lewis, 7:30 p.m., $35 ad- 
vance. The Masonic, I111 California, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Choral Society: A Festival of Carols: 
4p.m., $12-$15. First Unitarian Universalist Soci- 
ety of San Francisco, 1187 Franklin, San Francisco. 

San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band: 
Dance-Along Nutcracker - Frosty’s Hawaiian 
Holiday: 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., $10-$50. Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 Mission, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Peter and the Wolf: W/ Rita 
Moreno, 1 p.m. and 4 p.m., $15-$65. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: W/ 
The Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir, 4 p.m., 
$20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, Marina, 
San Francisco. 

Steve Coleman & Five Elements: 7 p.m., $25-$65. 
SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 12/15 


The Colors of Christmas: W/ Peabo Bryson, Taylor 
Dayne, Jennifer Holliday, Ruben Studdard, and 
the S.F. Symphony, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

The Grace Cathedral Choir of Men & Boys: A 
Cathedral Christmas: 7 p.m., $15-$50. Grace 
Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco. 

KFOG Concert for Kids: UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital and Toys for Tots benefit concert 
with The Head & The Heart, Wild Cub, 7 p.m., 
$30-$143 advance. The Masonic, 1111 California, 
San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 12/16 


American Bach Soloists: Handel's Messiah: 7:30 
p.m., $27-$97. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, 
San Francisco. 

Chanticleer: A Chanticleer Christmas: 8 p.m., 
$35-$69. First Congregational Church - Berkeley, 
2345 Channing, Berkeley. 

The Colors of Christmas: W/ Peabo Bryson, 
Taylor Dayne, Jennifer Holliday, Ruben Studdard, 
and the S.F. Symphony, 8 p.m., $15-$93. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

In This Moment: W/ Twelve Foot Ninja, Starset, 3 
Pill Morning, 7 p.m., $28.50-$40.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Yung Lean & Sad Boys: W/ Gravity Boys, 8 p.m., 
$20-$22. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 
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Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Nova Jazz, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Royal Jelly Jive, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo 
Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., 
free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m.., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Ned Boynton & 
Friends, 6 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 
11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bao- 
bab!,"" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ““Bach- 
atalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Candye 
Kane, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Leah Tysse, 
9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 
Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Color Me Badd,” 
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THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


SMASH-UP DERBY Giopal cLasd 


COLA CLARET ADRIENNE SCISSORHANDS 


SATURDAY DEC 13 


375 ELEVENTH STREET @ MARRISON, SF - 214 wy 10 
SPM-AFTERMOURS - 








CLICHE UGLY 


SWEATER PARTY 
AIRSUN & ENTYME 


LUCIO K 


BLACKOUT 


MARIO MUSE & 


‘ BOOTIESF.COM 
$15 ADVANCE TIX @ DNALOUNGE COM 





coloring books and R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ 
Alarm, Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednesdays, 
5:30-9:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 12/11 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Hang- 
town Appreciation Party with the Scott Pemberton 
Trio, GrooveSession, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Black 
Map, Burro, Death Valley High, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 
DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. Smoke 
Season, Curious Quail, The Mineral Kingdom, 8:30 

p.m., $8-S10. 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THURSDAY, 12/11 - 9PM - $7 





SATURDAY, 12/13 - 9PM - $10/$12 


SUNDAY, 12/14 - 4PM - FREE 


SATURDAY, 12/20 - 9PM - $8 


eeoeeeeeeo eee eee see eee eee eee eee ee eee eres eeeeeee 


SATURDAY, 01/10 - 9PM - $7 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 


1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Sea Knight, Turtle 
Rising, Father Howl, 8 p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Michael 
& The Strange Land, Tiaras, Smiles, Cole Lodge, 
Air Surgeon, Death Records zine & comp release 
show, 8:30 p.m., $5. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Terry 
Malts, Hard Left, Bad Daddies, 9 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Roadkill Ghost 
Choir, 9 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Sweet Plot, Sad Tires, Harbor House, 8:30 p.m., $8- 
$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Cosmonauts, 
Cocktails, Big Surr, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. Bronze, Life 
Stinks, Swiftumz, Ssleeping DesiresS, 9 p.m. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Sun- 
runners, Survival Guide, Oceanography (acoustic 
set), 9 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7; $3. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & 
Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5; free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Class of '84,"’ w/ 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “’X0,'’ 10 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Hi Life," 
w/ resident DJs Pleasuremaker & Izzy*Wize, 
9:30 p.m., $6. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “HGMNY: 2-Year Anni- 
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versary,” w/ Gravez, Flamingosis, Mikos Da Gawd, 
Boats, Smasheltooth, BastienGoat, Joe Mousepad, 
more, 9 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Ryan Hemsworth, Tennyson, The Bilinda Butchers, 
DJ Dials, 8 p.m., sold out. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. ‘Special 
Guest," w/ Trevor Kelley, VNDMG, The Pirate, 
9 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. ‘Club NSSN,” 
w/ Banks, Cold War Kids, Jungle, Ryn Weaver, DJ 
Aaron Axelsen, 8 p.m., sold out. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Museum of Love, 
New Build, Eug, Restless Nites DJs, 8 p.m., $15- 
$20 advance. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “1999,” w/ VJ Mark 
Andrus, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Bubble,” 
10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Ralf & Carola 
Pisaturo, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. World 
Class Humans, Philthy Beats, A.K.Aye, OneWerd, 
DaRealWordSound, Taste Nate, Jay Vernon, 7 p.m., 
$10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future Flavas,"’ 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Peaches,”’ 
w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Dan 


SKY TJ 


1 WEEK FREE 
UNLIMITED 
CYCLING 
CLASSES 


FUN GROUP WORKOUTS 


BRING YOUR OWN BIKE 


MASSAGE 


901 Sansome Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
WW W.SHIFT-SF.COM 
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Cold War Kids 
at Mezzanine, Dec. 11 


KNIFE # 
PARTY 


THE DEBUT ALBUM FROM KNIFE PARTY 
OUT NOW 


JANUARY 28 > MEZZANINE 


THE WARFIELD 


Hicks & The Hot Licks: Holidaze in Hicksville, 8 & 
10 p.m., $19-$25. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Meiko, 8 p.m., $15. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Garland 
Jeffreys, Livingmore, 9 p.m., $20. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Emperor 
Norton Céilf Band, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Quinn DeVeaux, 8:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Vijay Anderson 
Quartet, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Russ Lorenson: Christmas in San Francisco, Fea- 


turing Carly Ozard and the Kelly Park Big Band, 


8 p.m., $25-$40. 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 


Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, Second 
Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 


Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 


Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. S.F. Jazz All 
Stars, 7 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. ‘La Roomba," 
salsa & bachata dance party, Second Thursday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $10. 
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FEATURING GROUPS FROM NBC'S HIT TV SHOW 


APRIL 8 THE WARFIELD 
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ON SALE THURSDAY! 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


ticketmaster 
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ON SALE FRIDAY! 
MARCH 8 





Hey cry . 
HEAG CHARGE 


COALCHAMBEROFFICIAL.COM  £ FB.COM/COALCHAMBEROFFICIAL 


(J ecoALcHAMBEROFF! f°} @COALCHAMBEROFFICIAL 


ON SALE FRIDAY! 


MARCH 13 


Th 


ON SALE FRIDAY! 


MARCH 14 


KINA GRANNIS 
IMAGINARY FUTURE 
DECEMBER 11 


YUNG LEAN & SAD BOYS 
GRAVITY BOYS 


DECEMBER 16 


INFECTED MUSHROOM 
Nd 


DECEMBER 26 


y£e) 1-10) f 
GETTER 
FOX STEVENSON 


DECEMBER 27 


ANIMALS AS LEADERS 


DEVIN TOWNSEND PROJECT 
MONUMENT 


DECEMBER 17 


COOKIES CHRISTMAS PARTY 
BERNER * KOOL JOHN 


PAPER DIAMOND 
KEYS N KRATES 
DECEMBER 29 


TAINTED LOVE 
DECEMBER 31 * NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


DECEMBER 23 


TOW Ale) Gal] GOLDENVOICE.com 
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THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS ar SUTTER 


@THEWARFIELD 
@REGENCYBALLROOM 
@GOLDENVOICESF 


WARFIELD 
REGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 


Get tickets at QQYS.com 


OR CALL 888-929-7849 


ON SALE NOW!" 
FEBRUARY 6 


FERGUS ON § 


HOT & GRUMPY TOUR: 
WALKING THE EARTH - 


ON SALE FRIDAY! 
FEBRUARY 20 


FRA TYVRING GROVrFS FROM NEC's HIT TV BHow 
ON SALE FRIDAY! 
APRIL 8 


TYLER, THE CREATOR 
TACO 
DECEMBER 18 


SKINNY PUPPY 
FRONT LINE ASSEMBLY 
HAUJOBB 
YOUTH CODE 
S4NTA_MUSRTE 


DECEMBER 19 


DAVE KOZ & FRIENDS 
JONATHAN BUTLERR 
CHRISTOPHER CROSS 

MAYSA 


DECEMBER 21 


LAIDBACK LUKE 
GTA 
D.O.D 
NICK G 


DECEMBER 28 


2 NIGHTS OF NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
THE FLAMING LIPS 
FOXYGEN + 
BAD THINGS (12/30) 
FOXYGEN + 
SPECIAL SURPRISE GUESTS (12/31) 


DECEMBER 30 & 31 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 


m= THEWARFIELD 
\*; THEREGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 
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TRAIL 










ON SALE NOW! 


FEBRUARY 17 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE OF OAKLAND 


TICKETMASTER.COM - 800.745.2000 - PARAMOUNT 


3° , 
ticketmaster’ 


Holiday Party 


The Hustle 


with KI Paul 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.852 | 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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-—- December 12, 2014 -- 


-- December 13, 2014 -- 


Christmas Part 
The Last South American Par 


-- December 14, 2014 -- 
Costume Karaoke Sundays 


ER PARK BOYS: 
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ome Ric ¥ JULIAN AND BUBBLES 
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-- December 10, 2014 -- 


Lesbians Who Tech 


Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Reggae 
on Broadway,” w/ resident DJs Jah Yzer, King |-Vier, 
and Irie Hustle, 10 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Dub 
Riot,” w/ Thee Vexed One & DJ Dartajax, Second 
Thursday of every month, 6 p.m., free; “Festival 
‘68," w/ Revival Sound System, Second Thursday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Cedric 
Burnside Project, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $24. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Tom Bowers, 
4 p.m.; Cathy Lemons, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Gestaltish, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Exploratorium: Pier 15, San Francisco. Resonance: 
Unheard Sounds, Undiscovered Music, w/ Dan 
Deacon, 7 p.m., sold out. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
LSG New Music Series, w/ Key West, GIF Problem, 


bes 


Dystopian Rap Opera 


8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. “Empire Un- 
plugged,” w/ Eric Bellinger, Netta Brielle, Rayven 
Justice, Lyrica Anderson, Jonn Hart, DJ Sake One, 
more, $16. 


FRIDAY 12/12 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
S.F. FemmeRock Fest, w/ Snail Trail, April & The 
Paradigm, Syren’s Element, Middlesleep, Andrea 
& The Bad Sugar Daddies, 8 p.m., $10. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Chum, Holly Bowling, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $12- 
$15. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Mondo Drag, Older Sun, Banquet, DJ Rob Metal, 
9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
FMLYBND, The Wild Wild, 9 p.m., $10-$13. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. Reality 
Check TV 600th Episode Celebration, w/ Flexx 
Bronco, Andalusia Rose, Bite, Burn River Burn, 
8:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Oddball 


L~ 


DEL THE FUNKY HOMOSAPIEN 


With Blowfly and other special guests, 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 13, at the Oakland Metro Operahouse. $15, 


oaklandmetro.org 


Holiday Ball with Eric McFadden & The Fantastic 
Freaks, 10 p.m., $15-$18. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. FeedUs Fetus, Le 
Fomo, Hi the Band, 10 p.m., free. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Emo 
Side Project, Cadie Cowden, Papertowns, Jocelyn 
Rose, 7 p.m., $10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Verst, 
Catholic Radio, Bender, 9 p.m., $10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Anthem's International Music Festival, benefit show 
for CHOSA (Children of South Africa) and The Musary 
featuring We Will Be Lions, El Radio Fantastique, 
Satellite Sky, and Moonshine, 8 p.m., $10. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Clumsy Concentration, 
Linoleum Dream, Optimum, 8 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Oliver, MPHD, 
Justin Milla, Split, in the upstairs area, 10 p.m., $20 
advance; Phutureprimitive, Kalya Scintilla, in the 
downstairs area, 10 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Kas- 
tle, Amtrac, The Captain Hat, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15 
advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Manimal,” 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Boy Bar," 


As the most high-profile member of the iconic Oakland crew Hieroglyphics, Del the Funky Homosapien has had a bit of a 
roller coaster career over these past few years; there seems to be a consensus among fans that the emcee’s obviously im- 
mense talent hasn’t quite been consistenly harnessed — which is one reason why his stunning performance as the dystopi- 
an-rap-opera-from-the-future Deltron 3030 at this year’s Hardly Strictly Bluegrass topped many critics’ best-of lists. When 
the man’s on point, he’s on point, often blending intellectual, incisive lyrics with a laid-back, deceptively effortless-sounding, 
party stoner musicality. Plus, I/ler Than Most, the 11-track album he dropped on SoundCloud in March, displayed a delight- 
fully weird, experimental direction for the emcee, who recently began studying music theory as well as doing his own produc- 
tion work. His career that already spans 20 years, and this gives us high hopes for the next 20. Live — especially at home in 
the East Bay — come prepared for some pungent air and a psychedelic good time. Emma Silvers 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark Shadows: 
The Nightmare Before Christmas,” w/ DJs Daniel 
Skellington, Owen, Melting Girl, and Joe Radio, 9:30 
p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “F.T.S.: For the 
Story,” 10 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Surface Tension.006,” 
w/ Ancient Methods, Skander, RPTN, Intoner, 
Matreya, Nihar Bhatt, Justin Anastasi, more, 10 
p.m., $12-$15. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. 
“Cubcake,” w/ DJs Spaz & Chakaquan, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. ‘Yo 
Momma: M.0.M. Weekend Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza, Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 
(free before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘Last 
Nite: A 2000s Indie Dance Party,’ w/ DJs Jamie 
Jams & Emdee, Second Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Lights Down Low,” 
w/ MK, Lee Foss, Anabel Englund, Richie Panic, 
Sleazemore, 10 p.m., $15-$25 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘‘As You Like 
It: Third Annual Holiday Ugly Sweater Party,” With 
Rebolledo, Beautiful Swimmers, and Bells & Whistles, 
10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Monroe: 473 Broadway, San Francisco. “All That Glitters 
Is Gold,"’ w/ DuckyTall (Digitall & Hucky), Madame 
D, Xavier Thomas, Javier Cortes, Mister Kiss, 10 
p.m., $10 advance. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Minimal Fun,"’ w/ 
Lt. Daaan, Mr. Minimal, Mac Vaughn, Zita Molnar, 
9 p.m.., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. College, 
Seatraffic, Silver Hands, DJ Kevin Meenan, 9 


p.m., $15-$17. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Danny Howard, 
Nick G, Trevor Simpson, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘Jello Biafra's 
Incredibly Strange Dance Party,” w/ guest DJ Deena 
Davenport, 10 p.m., $5. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., San Francisco. “The Reboot,” 
w/ The Certain People Crew, Second Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “‘Phoria,” w/ Estiva, 
9 p.m., $10 advance. 

SOMArts Cultural Center: 934 Brannan, San Fran- 
cisco. “In the Red,” Flaming Lotus Girls fund- 
raiser & gallery party with DJs Metatek, Syd Gris, 
Vinkalmann, Billy Seal, Dulce Vita, Speakeasy Ray, 
Redstickman, and Shane, 6 p.m., $20 recommended 
donation. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Nora En Pure, 
Festiva, Shawn Steele, 10 p.m., $15. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. EDX, 10 p.m., 
$10 advance. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The Silver 
Threads, 9 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. The White Buffalo, 
Jonny Two Bags, 9 p.m., $20. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. SMILE Christ- 
mas Extravaganza, w/ Paige & The Thousand, 
Slaybells, Uni & Her Ukulele, Diana Gameros, Karina 
Denike, Héléne Renaut, and The Aerosols, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Dee Dee 
Bridgewater, 8 & 10 p.m., $25-$40. 





Fri-Sun, Dec 12-14 


The voice of modern soul 


Wed, Dec 17 


ROBERT CRAY BAND chen 


r™ » ree 


A PETER WHITE ChhisiMas 


feat. Rick Braun and Mindia Abair 


Fri-Mon, Dec 19-22 
Oakland’s homegrown R&B trio 


TONY! TONI! TONE! 


Tue, Dec 23 


SOUL 4 THE SEASON 


feat. Lydia Pense, Paula Harris, Dana Moret & Terrie Odabi 


Thu, Dec 11 ¥ ' 
Home for the Holidays > 


JOEY DEFRANCESCO Thi 


Mon, Dec 15 - Miles meets Pink Floyd 


BLUE ETERNITY 


Tue, Dec 16 


THETOMMY IGOE GROOVE CONSPIRACY 


feat. Karl Perazzo from Santana 


Fri, Dec 26 


THE PHARCYDE 


ee ee An Intimate Evening with 


THE SPINNERS JEFFREY OSBORNE 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. fibsel 
LO) NE P-NOuie 0) =] an £0)-) 1 bode] Om et Oho mee 2. 10'/- U8 mad) 


Tue-Wed, Dec 30-31 


CON FUNK SHUN NYE THROWDOWN 


Fri-Sun, Jan 2-4 
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Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Tom Lander, 
Second Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Jimmy 
Ryan's Bird & Beckett Bebop Band, Second Friday 
of every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation 

per adult. 

Cadillac Hotel: 380 Eddy, San Francisco. The Cadillac 
Christmas Concert, w/ The Jeffrey Chin Trio featur- 
ing Fred Ross, 12:30 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
Carmen Getit Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Gaea Schell, 
5:30 p.m., free. 

The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, San Francisco. Denise 
Perrier & The Tammy L. Hall Trio: ‘‘Bessie, Dinah, 
and Me," 8 p.m., $10-$20. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m.., free. 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 199% 


CANDYE KANE 


J* * 5Pw ADSM - oD 


CEDRIC BURNSIDE 
PROJECT 


Muu otc. 1 Sow 2 O50. S24 
Ol. OC. + 7.500 A ODM. £24 


THE RAY CHARLES 
PROJECT 
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SUN, O&C 
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Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Tin Cup 
Serenade, Second Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Project: Pimento, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Jules 
Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Robert Kennedy 
Trio, 9 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


LIVE 105 SOUNDCHECK 
HOLIDAY PARTY FEATURING: 
GLASS ANIMALS, 

ed fe -) Mele)» 

THE TRIMS, FRITZ MONTANA, 
DJ AARON AXELSEN 


BATTLECROSS 
W/ WRETCHED, WAR OF AGES 


SMOKE SEASON 
W/ CURIOUS QUAIL 
THE MINERAL KINGDOM 


REALITY CHECK TV 
PRESENTS: 

a SO @-jelel lege) 

W/ ANDALUSIA ROSE, 
BITE, BURN RIVER BURN 


CORRECTIONS 
HOUSE 
(FEAT: MEMBERS OF 


EYEHATEGOD AND NEUROSIS) 
WITH IDES OF GEMINI 


-leloys| S08 
NYE 2015 SH!T SHOW 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


INCANTATION 
W/ FUNERUS 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


VEIL OF MAYA & 
i i tem -fel >) | 
W/ VOLUMES 

AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


Nd Se 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS REVENGE 


FELIX MARTIN & 
LAZER/WULF 
od = 07 PN at | 8] Sy 


JOHN 5S & THE 
CREATURES 

W/ WITH OUR ARMS TO THE SUN, 
STATE LINE EMPIRE 


HUBBA HUBBA REVUE 
PRESENTS: 
MONDAY NIGHT HUBBA 


is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Orquesta Bembe, 10 p.m. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Orquesta 
Conquistador Quartet, Second Friday of every 
month, 7 p.m. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Cascada de Flores, 7:30 p.m., $20-$25. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Cedric 
Burnside Project, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Eldon 
Brown, 6:30 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Mitch Woods & 
His Rocket 88s, 8 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jinx Jones & 
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The KingTones, Second Friday of every month, 4 
p.m.; Steve Freund, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The 0.G. Rhythm & Blues Band, 9 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Marshall Law Band, 
Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Switchboard Presents: Splinter Reeds & Wiener 
Kids, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


FUNK 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Dragon Smoke, Jelly Bread, DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., 
$28-$30. 
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SATURDAY 12/13 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Captured! 
By Robots, The Mass, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Fundraiser for Comfort Zone Camp with The Hun- 
dred Days, Should We Run, The Reprimanded, 9:30 
p.m., $10-$12. 

Connecticut Yankee: 100 Connecticut, San Francisco. 
Twin Engine, The Pine Needles, The American 
Economy, 10 p.m., $10. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. El Terrible, 
| Am Animal, Strange Hotel, 9 p.m., $7. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. The Un- 
ending Thread, Wander, Covet, Ordinary Neighbors, 
A Night Above, 7 p.m., $10. 


SEER IN KS 


STEELE IMIS 
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Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Sit Kitty Sit, 
Raven Marcus, Bad Names, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Rock the 
Moke Holiday Party, Mokelumne River watershed 
benefit with Kim & The Generations, The Merry 
Innocents, Dad's LPs, Damond Moodie, 3 p.m., 
$5-$20 sliding scale. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. A Giant Dog, B. 
Hamilton, The Knitts, 9 p.m., $7. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Scissors for Lefty, NTNT, Dangermaker, 9:30 p.m., 
$8-$10. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Gravel, Demize, 
White Knuckle Riot, ManifestiV, Slave Unit, 6:30 
p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Black Co- 
bra, Wolvhammer, Badr Vogu, Abstracter, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. “Back 
to the ‘90s," Second Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “2 Men Will 
Move You,’ w/ DJs Primo & Jordan, Second Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., San Francisco. Miss Nine, 
9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 11th St., San Francisco. ‘Evolution: The 
Last Salute," w/ Misha Skye & DJ Aron, 10 p.m., 
$15-$30 advance. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Gossip: 
New Wave vs. Disco,” w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, 
Sage, Damon, Low-Life, and Shon, 9 p.m., $5-$8 
(free before 9:30 p.m.); $6. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ Smash-Up Derby, A+D, Faroff, Jimi G, Cola Claret, 
Airsun, Entyme, Lucio K, Mario Muse, Adrienne 
Scissorhands, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Tormenta 
Tropical: 7-Year Anniversary,” w/ Jubilee, Von Kiss, 
Oroll, and Deejay Theory, 10 p.m., $5-S10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bounce!,”’ 
9 p.m., $3. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “SantaCon 
Dance-A-Thon," Benefit for Glide Feed the Hungry 
with DJs Marky, Phleck, Motion Potion, Mancub, 
Matt Haze, Kimba, Kool Karlo, and more, 12-8 p.m., 
$5 suggested donation; Stimming, DJ M3, Tyrel 
Williams, Miguel Solari, Beau Kelly, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘‘Shoop!,"" w/ DJs 
Tommy T & Bryan B, Second Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Cockblock: 
The Holiday Party,” w/ DJ Andre & Chelsea Starr, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. ‘“Phoria,” 
w/ Simon Patterson, Jordan Suckley, 9 p.m., $20 
advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Pound Puppy,” 
w/ DJs Taco Tuesday & Chipmint, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Frolic: A 
Celebration of Costume & Dance,” w/ resident DJ 
NeonBunny, Second Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., $8 ($4 in costume). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Reece Low, 10 
p.m., $20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Felix Cartal, 10 
p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Frothin,” w/ 
resident DJ Matt Cali, Second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “The Hustle,” 
w/ DJ Sean G, Second Saturday of every month, 10 
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p.m., $5 before midnight. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Melody Walker 
& Jacob Groopman, Alice Wallace, 6:30 p.m., $7. 
Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Jenna 
Lavoie & Doug Teimann, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Mid- 
dlesleep, 9 p.m. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. We Are the 
West, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Dee Dee 
Bridgewater, 8 & 10 p.m., $30-$40. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Red Hot 
Rhythm Revue," w/ The Hot Baked Goods, The Sweet 


fs Sri re ninth 
DUR (A Nightclub P 


NN 016 


A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 


» Rooms of Latin 
English Music 
| Affordable Price 
a Merengue Bachat 
Cumbia Repga e on 
CUM, Hip Hop & More! 
Aji rooms feature full bars 
ill _ of the 2 
sound & lighting 
on| Balloon 0 
FREE Gh 


WED. DEC. 31S! 


Spm-4am / 21+ 
www.puraclub.com 


ampagne loast 


Sixteen, more, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Grant 
Levin Quartet, Second Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Belinda Blair, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Rova 
Saxophone Quartet with Ryan Page, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Patrick Wolff Quartet featuring Grant Stewart, 
7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Steve 
Lucky & Carmen Getit in the Hammond Cheese 1/2 
Sandwich, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


LETTERS NEWS 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Josh Jones Latin Jazz Ensemble, 10 p.m. 

The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, San Francisco. 
Flamenco del Oro, 8 p.m., $18. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Francisco. 
“Carnaval del Sur," w/ Eddy Navia & Pachamama 
Band, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Danilo y Universal, 
8 p.m., free. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Francisco. 


PURI 


Zion y Lennox, 9 p.m., $35. 
Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego," 9:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. The Ray 
Charles Project, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 6:30 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Workman, 
Second Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Mari Mack 
& Livin’ Like Kings, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Noisebridge: 2169 Mission, San Francisco. Godwaffle 
Noise Pancakes, w/ R.K. Faulhaber, The Nothing, 
Ninja McTits, Red Swords, Odi Me, noon. 


CWORICS 


SAN FRANCISCO JEWISH FILM FINAL PRESENTS 


FIGHT FOR YOUR RIGHT 
A BEASTIE BOYS TRIBUTE NIGHT 


THE PRINCE & MICHAEL JACKSON 
EXPERIENCE 


A 


: 4 


JACKHAMMER DISCO PRESENTS 


ANKH MARKETING & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 
° NEW YEARS EVE 2015 » 


MAYER HAWTHORNE 2 


AFROLICIOUS SOUNDSYSTEM © J-BOOGIE 
REN THE VINYL ARCHAELOGIST 


SUNDAY 12.14 
SUNDAY MASS 


FRIDAY 12.19 - MAIN ROOM 
ELECTRIC NOSTALGIA: DAFT PUNK V. RADIOHEAD REMIXED 
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FRIDAY 12.19 - LOFT 
ZERO F°CKS: HOUSE OF BASS 


TUESDAY 12.30 
THE MOTH: STORYSLAM 
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p =>} Love: 
Room 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER. 11, 9:30. PM - $6 
FUNKIFIED-ELEGTRO-TROPICAL 


HI LIFE 


WITH: RESIDENT DUS 
PLEASUREMAKER ¢ 1ZZY WISE 
PLUS QUIQUE on-PeRcussion 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 9:30PM - $12 
ELBO ROOM.PRESENTS 


LA GENTE 
PLANET 
BOOTY 


BABII CRIS 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 10 PM 
90 BEFORE.11°PM / S10 AFTER 


BERSA: DISCOS. PRESENTS 
TORMENTA 
TROPICAL 
TYEAR ANNIVERSARY 


JUBILEE suton NVe), 
VON-KISS ww 


WITH RESIDENT DJS 
ORO 11s. DEEJAY THEORY 


PLUS GUESTS 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 9-PM 
FREE BEFORE»9:30:PM:/ $6-AFTER 


DUB MISSION 


PRESENTS THE BEST IN¢DUB, ROOTS REGGAE 
& DANCEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP io VINNIE ESPARZA 


(GROOVE MERCHANT/AMOEBA) 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER. 16, 9 PM 
$0 BEFORE 10:30)PM‘/\S7 AFTER 


PORRETA 
FORRO NICHTS 


DONA FRANGISCA 
AND DJ GARIOGA 


WEDNESHIA, DECEMBER 10,9 PM - $7 
TURN ME-ON 
DEAD’MAN, 
TWIN TRILOGY; CARTIALGE 


UP COMPRES 3H 0 WS 


THU12/18 Hl LIFE 

FRI 12/19-ONE DROP 
SAT 12/20 SAT NIGHT. SOUL PARTY 
SUN 12/21 DUB MISSION- DJ SEP 

THU 12/25 KARLA LAVEY*S BLACK XMASS 
FRI 12/26°SID-PRESELY 

SAT 12/27 MOFORRO 

SUN 12/28 DUB-MISSION DJ SEP 
WED 12/31 HELLA SAUGEY NYE 
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LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open DAILY ‘til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 


4PM ‘til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS/S4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10 2014 $5 ADV 
**Mobando Presents** 
*2nd Wednesdays Of Every Month* 





THURSDAY DECEMBER 11 2014 $10 ADV 


Feat: 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 12 2014 $12 ADV 


(PHISH TRIBUTE BAND) 


("LATE NIGHT SHOW: OPEN TILL 3AM*) 


FRI & SAT DECEMBER 12 & 13 2014 $28 ADV 
BooM BooM RooM Presents: 


DYNA ON] Skonds* 


(@ The Independent) 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 13 2014 $10 ADV 


(Fillmore Nasty Funk) 


+ OS 
(FREE before 9:00pm) 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 13 2014 $15 ADV 


**(LATE- NIGHT 1:30am-4:30am)** @BBR 
_ SUNDAY DECEMBER 14 2014 FREE 


FREE Party! 
MONDAY DECEMBER 15 2014 FREE 


**DJ chica spinning Psycho-Soul-OldSchool*)* 
**"Free Show!”** 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 16 2014 $5 ADV 


(*3rd Tuesday Of Every Month*) 
Feat: | | | 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 17 2014 $7 ADV 


Feat: 


a 


FREE Every Sunday! 
12pm-All Day 
3 Huge Projector Screens, Surround 
Sound, Drink Specials 





OmniCircus: 550 Natoma, San Francisco. IAMINDUST 
Experimental Music Festival 2014, w/ Theremin 
Barney, Thomas Dimuzio, Frank Garvey, Fluores- 
cent Grey, Death of the West/Ure Thrall, 8 p.m., $5 
suggested donation. 

SoundBox: 300 Franklin, San Francisco. SoundBox: 
Extremities, w/ MTT & members of the S.F. Sym- 
phony, 9 p.m., $25. 


FUNK 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steppin’, DJ K-Os, 9:15 p.m., $10-$12. 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Dragon Smoke, Con Brio, DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., 
$28-$30. 


SOUL 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 


VW hte cho fo tte] 01 0) @) 
1330 Fillmore St. SF 


FRI, DEC 26 


THE SPINNERS 


SAT-SUN, DEC 27-28 


CHRISTIAN McBRIDE TRIO 


MON-WED, DEC 29-31 


New Year’s Eve with ERIC BENET 
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Kendra Morris, Miles Tackett & The 3 Times, DJ Miles, 
9 p.m., $10-$15. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. ‘“‘Wonder-Full 
S.F. 11: A Tribute to the Wonder of Stevie," w/ DJs 
Spinna, Proof, Hakobo, and King Most, 9 p.m., $25. 


SUNDAY 12/14 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Danny T. Wai Band, The Grandpa Paws, 8 p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. San 
Francisco Rock Project's Second Annual Festive 
Festival of Bands, w/ Twin Trilogy, The Spencer 
Owen Timeshare, Cave Clove, more, 5 p.m., $15-$40. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Creepers, 
Dissolve, SHMU, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. A Catalyst 
Mind Game, My Evergreen Soul, Little Person, 8 
p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Johnny Marr, Hooded Fang, 8 p.m., sold out. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Jessica Hernandez 
& The Deltas, Kera & The Lesbians, Summer Peaks, 
8 p.m., $15. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. “City 
Hearts S.F.,"" w/ Mikey Lion, Lee Reynolds, Atish, 
Deep Jesus, Porkchop, Marbs, Bells & Whistles, 
noon, $15-$25. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top," 9 p.m. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. ‘Replay Sun- 
days,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. 3Teeth, 
Mechanical Vein, Limnus, DJs Crackwhore & Unit 
77, 8:30 p.m., $10 advance. 


SILQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


carhartt @ 


Selection of 


CARHARTT JACKETS 


2566 MISSION ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 





The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. ‘80s at 8,” 
w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Dub Mis- 
sion,” w/ DJ Sep & Vinnie Esparza, 9 p.m., $6 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ Optiv, 
Lukeino, Jamal, Adept, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. SewDown 
& SuperSugarRayRay’'s Holiday Bazaar, w/ DJs 
Mozhgan, Lisbona, JOill, and Wichita Ron, 2-8 p.m., 
free; “'Werd,” w/ guest DJ Jackie House, 9 p.m., $5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 8 
p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Emily Jane 
White, The Lady, A Carnival of Hours, 9 p.m., $7- 
$10. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Ukuladies 
& Gentlemen, Second Sunday of every month, 6 
p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Justin 
Frahm’'s Seasonal Melancholic Disorder Show & Toy 
Drive, 8 p.m., free. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Carolyn 
Mark, Feral, Heartache Sisters, 4 p.m., free. 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CFO 


OPEN NOON » 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAO 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CF oO 
UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 
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JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Patrick 
Wolff Quartet, 4:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation 
per adult. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Dick Fregulia’s 
Good Vibes Trio, 7 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill ‘Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Legends & 
Friends, 5 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights," w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($20 with dance lessons). 

Caiia Cuban Parlor & Cafe: 500 Florida, San Francisco. 
“La Havana,” 4 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, Sec- 
ond and Fourth Sunday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-S10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Balkan 
Jam Night, 8:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Tritonics, Franco Nero, Titan Ups, DJ Dukey, 7:30 
p.m., $10. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Two-Tone 
Steiny & The Cadillacs, 7 & 9 p.m., $15. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4 p.m.; P.A. Slim, 9:30 p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. 10th Annual 
SFFD Toy Drive with Red Meat, 7:30 p.m., free. 


Fisherman's Wharf 


TOLD Se sT 
ib Ge 
Wednesday, December 10th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 


TIMSHOCKENBERRY, 
SOLOPIANOMVOCALS 


Thursday, December 11th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 
STAFFORDINSSTURDEVANT, 
Friday, December 12th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 
BOBBIESWEBB 
Saturday, December 13th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 
KYMBERLYSJACKSON 
Sunday, December 14th | 8:00PM- 12:00AM 


JERRYSSAUCED A 


bi) ay NCGEREE 


San Francisco, CA 


SIN 
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MONDAY 12/15 


ROCK 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Johnny Marr, Meredith Sheldon, 8 p.m., sold out. 


DANCE 


Delirium Cocktails: 3139 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Null 
& Void," w/ resident DJs Bite Mark & Erix, Third 
Monday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “‘Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 
& Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. California 
Music & Culture Association Holiday Toy Drive, 
With DJ Richie Panic, 7 p.m., $20 donation to SFPD 
Operation D.R.E.A.M. (or free with toy donation). 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Windy Hill, Third 
Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter Lind- 
man, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 


Sf « C8 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM 





12/10 “WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


12/13 ALCOHOLACAUST PRESENTS 
CAPTURED BY ROBOTS 
+ THE MASS 


(2 KICK ASS ROBOTS N ONE STUPID HUMAN 
UNITED IN THE HATRED OF HUMANITY. 
FAST N LOUD MUSIC FOR THE END TIMES) 


10PM ¢ ONLY $5 


12/14 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


1215 «MOJITO MONDAYS” 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 

ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 

TO 2. A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


12/16 “TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 
WITH A CAN OF TECATE 
BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
*& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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7p.m., free. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylark- 
ing,” w/ 1&1 Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. “Fried 
Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 12/16 
ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Ferocious 


Few, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Will Weston Band, Mobile Steam Unit, Full Manian, 
9:30 p.m., $5. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Lecherous 
Gaze, Bi-Marks, Shadowhouse, Crimson Scarlet, DJ 
Remote Outpost, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Haerts, Mikky 
Ekko, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 8 p.m., $15-$18. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ““Soundpieces,” 
10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 


POPNYE 


al2.31 14 ase 


NOE W 7. WesE OAS Rew 


ARENA 
OAKLAND CA 


a) VE 


‘Vinita oe ONmMOR iF . =m ORuEr 


ARTISTS 


LIs 7 E*® 1 ee = Oe 


10 p.m., free. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts: 701 Mission, San 
Francisco. “‘Daybreaker S.F.: Holiday Edition,” w/ 
Sunset Sound System DJs Galen & Solar (plus pre- 
dance yoga at 6:30 a.m.), 7:30-9:30 a.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Phat Tuesday,” 
w/ DJ Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writer in Residence: Alan Monasch, continues 
through Dec. 30. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Holly with 
Ken Stringfellow, Tom Rhodes, John Hermanson, 
and Glenn Hartman, 8 p.m.., free. 


ORDER 


ARMIN VAN BUUREN 
BINGO PLAYERS 
BLAKE JARRELL 

FIREBEATZ 
em ea | 


Py O) PAN] YE = 


COM -e 


WwéeW 


AGES 184 | 


6PM - 


2AM 


#WEARESKILLS #WEARETHEONESWHORAVE e TICKETS ON SALE OCT 4 
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Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. EggStage 
Singer-Songwriter Showcase, w/ Maya Hall, Jared 
Padovani, Eugene Joseph, Leah Capelle, 8 p.m., $8. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Drizzoletto, Third Tuesday of every month, 8:30 
p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Tommy 
Igoe Groove Conspiracy, 8 p.m., $22. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Chez Poulet: 3359 Cesar Chavez, San Francisco. 
“Noches de Invierno,” featuring flamenco dancer 
Savannah Fuentes with musicians José Anillo & 
Bobby de Sofia, 8 p.m., $20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Porreta!,” 
all night forro party with DJs Carioca & Lucio K, 
Third Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., $7. 


F8:1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Underground Nomads,’’ 
w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, 
plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘““Echale 
Mas Salsa,” 9 p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Sweaty Blues & Funk Rock Jam, 8 p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. “Bay City 
Blues," w/ Chris Cain, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. ‘Delta Blues 
Dinner Party," w/ Bill Phillippe, First and Third 
Tuesday of every month, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos Duo, 
5:30 p.m.; Lisa Kindred, Third Tuesday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


INSTRUMENTAL 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. A 
Winged Victory for the Sullen, Hildur Gudnadottir, 
8 p.m., $20. 





Boundary-Pushing Beats 


TUNE-YARDS 


Holly Andres 


With Cibo Matto, 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11, at the Fox Theater 
Oakland. $29.50; thefoxoakland.com 


Merrill Garbus is a bona fide visionary. And, more than that, the New York- 


born, Oakland-based artiste has never shied away from pushing boundaries, in- 
termingling avant-garde visuals with a commanding presence and compelling 
mix of classic pop-soul vocals and boundary-pushing beats and loops. Her third 
full-length, Nikki Nack, came out last May to much critical acclaim — SF Weekly 
noted at the time that it was “both tidier and more volatile than anything she 
has done before.” Audiences worldwide have embraced it since, thanks to the ul- 
tra-danceable nature of the likes of “Water Fountain” and the particularly sub- 
versive ‘Real Thing,” but to see Garbus in the very same city that inspired songs 
like “Gangsta” and “Doorstep” is going to be a special experience for fans and 
newcomers alike. Don’t miss this exquisite experiment in post-modern excel- 
lence. Rae Alexandra 
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RSC GENDER SOLID 


By Dan Savage 


You may not be the right person to answer this, but 
your commenters might be able to help. I love and 
support my friends who are transgender, but I don’t 
understand all the 18- to 21-year-olds among my 
friends who are declaring themselves “gender- 
neutral.” Iam a bit older and have always been 
interested in queer culture and history. But it feels 
like they have forgotten, or never knew, that butch 
lesbians who wear strap-ons are still women, or that 
it is very common for straight men to wear lacy 
underwear. They don’t seem to know that they can be 
gender nonconforming without having to discard 
gender. Because they're so young and all of them have 
decided this at the same time, it seems to be some kind 
of trend. Some may be on their way to coming out as 
trans, which is fair enough, but I strongly suspect 
some of them will be completely conventional in a 
couple of years. It would be rude and dismissive of me 
to tell them that it’s just a phase, so I would never do 
that, but I don’t really understand the point of being 
gender-neutral. What has changed in the last few 
years that this is suddenly a thing? 

Longtime Reader 


Ah, gender identities — you need an Excel 
spreadsheet to keep track these days. 

Some folks are gender-neutral, some 
are bigender, some are agender. Then 
there’s pangender, genderless, genderfluid, 
and genderqueer. There’s also gender- 
nonconforming, gender-questioning, gender- 
variant, as well as genderfuck, trigender, 
and intergender. (Who gets a hyphen and 
who doesn’t? Who the fuck-knows?) Add 
in every genderblueplatespecial’s very own 
set of random and unpredictable and ever- 
shifting pronoun preferences, and you've got 
a blizzard of special snowflakes, each one 
primed to take offense at some real or imagined 
microaggression so they can dash to Tumblr for 
some macro-venting. 

What has changed in the last few years? 
There’s more discussion about gender now, LR, 
and that’s a good thing. Culturally enforced 
gender norms are ridiculous, and the policing 
of gender expression/identity is oppressive 
and often violent. This critical and necessary 
discussion about gender has sparked a great 
deal of interest in — and, in some quarters, 
generated a lot of sympathy for — people 
who aren't just talking about gender but 
struggling with it, doing something about 
it, and redefining it. But “interest in” and 
“sympathy for” have a way of attracting poseurs 
and attention-seekers. That’s nothing new. 

Pay sympathetic attention to a plate of tater 
tots long enough, and it’ll attract poseurs and 
attention-seekers, too. 

But since it’s (almost always) impossible 
to tell the attention-seeking poseurs from the 
actual items, LR, your best course of action 
when someone declares themselves to be 
gender-neutral — or bigender or pangender or 
etceteragender — is to smile, nod, inquire about 
pronoun preferences, make a mental note not to 
use pronouns around that person (easier than 
committing multiple sets to memory), and then 
change the genderfucking subject. 


Irecently “friended” someone online whose bio 
mentions that their preferred pronoun is “their.” They 
are not a transgender person. I’ve been told that they 
are “genderfluid,” but it is commonly understood in 
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our friend group that they are female. Questions: (1) 
If you're genderfluid, are you suddenly not male or 
female? Does anyone really need to say that they're 
genderfluid? Aren't we all a bit fluid where gender is 
concerned? (2) Does someone who is cisgender take 
away from the “trans experience” by taking on 
pronouns like “they/their” or “ze/zir,” or are they 
being helpful by normalizing these pronouns? (3) Am 
Ta jerk for asking these questions? I want to be 
sensitive to gender issues, but I’m worried that I can’t 
keep up. 

Observant One Prefers She 


1. A genderfluid person is someone “whose gender 
identity shifts,” says the Washington Post. 
Wikipedia defines genderfluidity like this: 
“Moving between genders or with a fluctuating 
gender identity.” An actual genderfluid person 
Astrophy — put it this way in a post at Jezebel: “I 
am genderfluid, though I was assigned female at 
birth... What does this mean? For me, it means 
that sometimes Iam a woman, sometimes I ama 
man, and sometimes I am androgynous. I do not 
mean that sometimes I feel manly; in every 
internal sense, Iam aman in those moments.” 

So someone who is genderfluid isn’t a 
mélange of stereotypically male and female 
traits, OOPS, but someone who is a man 
sometimes and a woman at other times. 

2. Helpful, I suppose, but nevertheless 
exhausting, potentially attention-whoring, 
and doubtless contributing to the extinction of 
pronouns altogether. 

3. There’s being sensitive to gender issues, 
and then there’s being so sensitive to gender 
issues that you're practically allergic. But rest 
assured: You are not a jerk, OOPS, as there are 
so many freshly minted gender identities and 
pronouns sloshing around out there that no one 
can keep up. 





My intelligent, lovely, in-all-ways-phenomenal 
18-year-old daughter just came out to me: as asexual! 
Iam struggling with my reaction to this. If she had 
said she was a lesbian, I would have been fine with it, 
except for all that discrimination and stuff. I will 
always support her, but I can’t help but think that (1) 
something bad happened to her that (despite my 
near-helicopter parenting) I don’t know about, and/ 
or (2) she'll miss out! Is asexuality really a thing? Can 
it be some sort of opt-out-of-this-sex-stuff-until-later 
thing? ‘Cause that I get. 

Parenting Asexual Undergrad Since Evening 


Asexuality is a real thing, PAUSE, and your 
daughter could be an intelligent and phenomenal 
example. That said... for some, asexuality has 
functioned as an opt-out-of-this-sex-stuff-until- 
later thing. But just as some gay men identifying 
as bisexual before coming out as gay doesn’t mean 
bisexuality is a phase (or nonexistent), the fact 
that some people identify as asexual before 
ultimately coming out as — here we go — 
heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual, pansexual, 
graysexual, demisexual, autosexual, antisexual, 
hyposexual, etc., etc., etc. isn’t proof that 
asexuality isn’t a real thing. 

Keep listening to your daughter, PAUSE, and 
learn more about asexuality at the Asexuality 
Visibility and Education Network (asexuality.org). 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Computer/IT: Rodan & Fields, LLC is 
seeking a Sr. net Dvplr for its San Fran- 
cisco, CA Ictn to act as the Technical 
Lead for Enterprise Services team (E.S.) 
for SOA based Architecture, Design & 
Dvlpt. Must have a Bach of Eng Deg 

or foreign deg equivlt in Comp Sci or 
ritd fld + 5 yrs exp in ritd occptn of s/w 
dvplImnt in Microsoft Technologies, 

4 yrs exp in each of the following: 
design, analysis, & coding using C# & 
ASP.NET; & design & dvlpmnt using 
SQL RDBMS & 3 yrs exp in each of the 
following: S/w dvlpmnt Experience 
using REST API; troubleshooting & 
maintenance of existing applctns in 
Production (Live Applctns); & Code Re- 
view Process. Send cover Itr & resume 
to Rodan & Fields, LLC, HR - Job # Sr. 
.net Developer, 60 Spear Street, Suite 
600, San Francisco, CA 94105. 





Manager, Software Engineering - Capital 
One Services II LLC in San Francisco, CA; 
Mult pos avail: Lead technical design, 
development, modification, and imple- 
mentation of computer applications 
using existing and emerging technology 
platforms with responsibility for overall 
delivery of software applications. 
Requires Master's degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engn/ClS/rel tech field & 2 
yrs exp in job offered or app dvplmt, OR 
Bachelor's or higher degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engg/ClS/rel tech field & 5 
yrs prog, post-bacc exp in job offered 

or app dvlpm. Must pass company’s 
assessment. To apply, visit www.capital- 
one.com/careers, then search keyword 
“Manager, Software Engineering’ or 
requisiton ID 769605. 





Business Intelligence Data Scientist: 
GREE, Int'l, Inc. Perform data analysis 
& devip statistical models for data 
mining. Resume to: Midori Takeda, 
GREE, 185 Berry St., Ste. 590, San 
Francisco, CA 94107. 





Senior PHP Engineer: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Software systems engineering for 
onlinem gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Flr., San Francisco, CA 94104. 








Sys Analyst - Supply Chain to analyze 
existing supply chain mgmt S/W, current 
tech specs, & new technologies to 
improve systems structure. Reqs: BS 
CompSci +3yrs exp as Sys Analyst/Sys 
Consultant. Exp must incl: serve as cus- 
tomer liaison; design & implement SCM 
systems; C#; ASP.net; Java; HTML; XML; 
& AJAX. Work site/interview: San Fran- 
cisco, CA. Mail resume to: G. Cheong, 
Sephora USA, 525 Market St 32nd Flr, 
San Francisco CA 94105. Principals Only. 
No calls please. EOE 








COMPUTERS 

Technical Directors in San Francisco, 
CA. Desgn VFX animation, procedural 
& dynamic simulation, rigid body sim- 
ulation, and particle & fluid sys for use 
in feature film animation productions. 
Dvlp character rigs & animation setups. 
Reqs: Bachelor’s + 3 yrs exp. Apply: 
Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. 
LLC, Attn: E. Wintner, Job ID#TD5, P.O. 
Box 6992, Burbank, CA 91510-6992. 
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1-800-332-1238 
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at the base of Heavenly - Ski in/ 
out - Warm, cozy and close to 
everything. 2BR, 2 Bath, 1100 s/f, 
wifi, cable, 2 flat screens. Centrally 
located within 2 miles from the 
casinos and 1 mile from the lake. 
Community hot tub just steps 
away off the deck. Call Carolyn 
Carman at (916) 612-2172 for 
details or visit Best Tahoe Cabin 
Rentals | Ski Chalet Rental | Lake- 
house | South Shore Drive | South 
Lake Tahoe Holiday Rentals to 
view Sitzmark Condo. 














ENGINEER 

OneLogin, Inc. seeks Application 
Software Engineer - Responsible for 
developing Single SignOn software 
and Restful web services on ruby on 
rails server framework. Worksite: San 
Francisco, CA. Apply to: https://www. 
onelogin.com/jobs. 





Greenhouse Worker & Truck Driver. 
Order prep. & drive 24’ boxtail. Req 
valid CA DL & clean record. Bayview. 
$12.50-$14 per hr. Plant experience 
a plus. Resume to: employment@ 
agreenplanet.com 


Staff Data Analyst: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Statistical data analysis for online and 
mobile gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Flr., San Francisco, CA 94104 
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